Request for FINI Letter of Support Template

Instructions:


· Send completed template to OTDA Commissioner  Samuel D. Roberts via e-mail (Samuel.Roberts@otda.ny.gov  with a copy to Donna Forino (Donna.Forino@otda.ny.gov) and a copy to Lisa Irving (Lisa.Irving@otda.ny.gov)

· In the e-mail, use the subject line “Request for Letter of Support for FINI Grant Application” 
· Submit request no later than December 7, 2016
[Letterhead of Requesting Institution or Organization] 

[Date]

Address letter to: 

Samuel D. Roberts, Commissioner




NYS OTDA




40 North Pearl Street




Albany, New York 12243
Subject: 
Request for Letter of Support for FINI Grant Application 

[Name of institution or organization], a [Select one of the following: government agency (or) non-profit organization] is developing a proposal to be submitted to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), National Institute of Food and Agriculture under the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) Grant Program requesting [dollar amount] for a period of [time] to implement [Select one of the following: FINI Pilot Project (or) Multi-Year Community–Based FINI Project (or) Multi-Year FINI Large Scale Project].  The proposal must be submitted to the federal government by December 12, 2016.  The USDA requires a matching contribution on a dollar-for-dollar basis for all federal funds awarded.  This requirement will be met by [note how the requirement will be met.]  At the end of the grant period, the proposed project will [Select one of the following responses: be fully completed and the project goals will be fulfilled (or) continue only if additional grant support is available.]

The primary goal of the project is to evaluate activities designed to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by low-income consumers participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by providing incentives at point of purchase in the following New York State communities: [List the communities to be involved in the Project].  
The proposed project objectives, activities, and outcomes are in alignment with the following FINI grant goals and priorities:  [Check all that apply.] 

_____ Increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by low-income consumers participating in SNAP by providing incentives at point of purchase

_____ Maximize the share of funds used for direct incentives to participants
_____ Test innovative or promising strategies that would contribute to our understanding of how best to increase the purchase of ‘fruits and vegetables’ by SNAP participants 

_____ Develop innovative or improved benefit redemption systems that can be 
replicated/scaled 

_____ Use effective and efficient technology for benefit redemption systems
_____ Use direct-to-consumer sales marketing
_____ Provide locally or regionally produced fruits and vegetables, especially culturally appropriate fruits and vegetables for the target audience 

_____ Are located in underserved communities

[Name of institution or organization] has the required experience to implement the proposed FINI project [Check all that apply from the following list.] 

_____Reducing food insecurity in the community, including food distribution, improving access   to services, or coordinating services and programs
_____Working with SNAP program
_____Providing fiscal accountability, data collection, preparation of reports and documentation related to the implementation of a project

_____Creating partnerships with public and private, non-profit or for-profit, entities to strengthen under-resourced communities
The proposed project will comply with all relevant SNAP regulations and operating requirements and will operate through the following authorized SNAP retailers [Check all that apply.] 


_____
Food Stores      

_____
CSAs 


_____
Farmers’ Markets

_____
Marketing and consumer cooperatives  


_____
Market Stands             
_____
other SNAP authorized retailers 
List Other: _________________________________________________________________

The proposed project [Select one response: will___ (or) will not___ ] ensure that the same terms and conditions apply to purchases made by individuals with SNAP benefits and with incentives under the FINI grants program as apply to purchases made by individuals who are not members of households receiving benefits.  
[Attach a brief description of how the incentive will work and what the amount of the incentive will be -- e.g., $2 incentive for every $5 of SNAP benefits spent on fruits and vegetables.] 
If the proposed project will be operating in farmers’ market, it will ensure consistency and coordination among other farmers’ market incentive programs operating in NYS by:  [Check all that apply.]  


___Utilizing Fresh Connect Checks 


___Utilizing Health Bucks 

___Utilizing independent incentive currency in the form of a bar coded coupon

___Printing instructions on how to redeem coupon on back of check

___Working with the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets to coordinate issuance and redemption, fees for processing, and reporting
Evaluation is a critical purpose of the FINI grant program.  Therefore, the proposed project [Select one response: will agree (or) will not agree] to participate in the FINI comprehensive program evaluation.  The project will contribute to the goals of the USDA comprehensive program evaluation for FINI by:  (Check all that apply.)  


___
Involving SNAP participants
  
___Involving Community Stakeholders 


___
Providing process analysis
            ___ Providing Project Self-Assessment

___
Documenting Project Processes 
____ Contribute to minimum data set 


___
Collaborate with independent evaluator to identify comparison sites
      
Please remember to attach a narrative description to your request for letter of support describing how the incentive will work and what the amount of the incentive will be -- e.g., $2 incentive for every $5 of SNAP benefits spent on fruits and vegetables.
Please send the letter of support to:  [Name, Title]

[Name of Institution or Organization]

[Mailing Address]
[City, State, Zip Code] 
[E-mail Address]
