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DIVISION: Income
TO Conmi ssi oners of Mai nt enance
Soci al Services

DATE: Cctober 30, 1991

SUBJECT: Energency Hone Relief Income Eligibility Criteria and O her
Changes to the Emergency Hone Relief Program

SUGGESTED :
DISTRIBUTION: | Incone Maintenance Staff
I Food Stanp Staff
I Staff Devel opment Coordinators
I Medical Assistance Staff
|
|
|
;
CONTACT :
PERSON: I Call 1-800-342-3715 and ask for the foll ow ng:
|
|
I Incone Support: Maureen Standi sh, 3-6555
|
|
ATTACHVENTS: I None
|
|
|
|
|
;
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l. PURPCSE

To advise social services districts of the fol | owi ng recent
anmendnents to Part 370 of Department regul ations:

A 370.3(b)(2), which inposes an incone standard for energency Hone
Relief eligibility;

B. 370.3(b)(5), which sets forth additional conditions for the
paynment of shelter arrears under energency Hone Relief;

C. 370. 3(f), which allows a district to accept a deed for rea
property and/or a nortgage as a condition of granting energency
or tenporary Hone Reli ef.

BACKGROUND

Prior to these amendnents, there was no neasurable income standard
for emergency Hone Relief eligibility other than the absence of
avai | abl e i ncone or resources to neet the energency need. Also, the
regul ations did not expressly state that deeds or nortgages could be
taken against real property owned by an applicant or recipient when
energency or tenporary Hone Relief was granted.

In the case of shelter arrears, the regulations were not specific
t hat , in order to receive an allowance for such arrears, the
reci pi ent nust denonstrate an ability to pay future shelter expenses
and that if sufficient incone and/or resources are available to
secure and nmintain alternate permanent housing, shelter arrears need
not be paid.

This ADM adds to and nodifies the changes to energency Home Relief in
90 ADM 13.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

Limting paynents of emergency Hone Relief to persons whose incomnes
do not exceed a certain amunt wll establish a nore reasonable
standard as well as control unnecessary costs. This standard will
not apply to persons whose energency was the result of fire, flood or
simlar catastrophe or to persons whose energency needs are the
result of a fuel or utility emergency which is net in accordance with
Depart nment regul ati ons 352.5(c), (d) and (e).

Clarifying the conditions under which shelter arrears can be paid
shoul d ensure that |limted energency funds are used as efficiently as
possi bl e.

Districts which accept a deed and/or nortgage on real property as
a condition of granting energency or tenporary Hone Relief may be
abl e to secure recovery of funds expended for energency and tenporary
Horme Reli ef.
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I V. REQUI RED ACTI ON
Soci al services districts nust not authorize energency Honme Relief to
i ndividuals or famlies whose gross incomes exceed 125% of the
Federal Incone Oficial Poverty Lines, which are adjusted annually,
except in the followi ng two situations:
A the emergency was the result of a fire, flood or simlar
cat astrophe; or
B. t he ener gency assi stance is granted in accordance wth
Depart nment regul ations 352.5(c), (d) and (e).
A Chart setting forth 125% of the current Federal Incone Oficial
Poverty Lines follows:
125% OF FEDERAL | NCOVE OFFI Cl AL POVERTY LI NES
BY FAM LY SI ZE, 1991
HH Si ze 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Annual $8275 11100 13925 16750 19575 22400 25225 28050
Mont hl y $ 690 925 1160 1396 1631 1867 2102 2338

For famly units with nore than ei ght menbers, add $2,825 annually
and $235.42 nmonthly for each additional famly nenber.

In calculating gross inconme, the worker nust calculate the nonthly
ear ni ngs for each nonth by:

a. Using the | ast ei ght weeks of pay.
This is done by:

- taking each week of pay, adding together, and dividing by
ei ght; and

- then taking this weekly average and multiplying by a 4 1/3
weeks to arrive at a nonthly figure

This is done only if there has not been a recent change in pay.
A recent change in pay is any increase or decrease that is
expected to last. Exanples of changes are:

- a pay raise;
- taking a second job; and
- going frompart-tinme to full-tinme enpl oynent.
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b. Using the best information avail abl e when the last eight weeks
of pay cannot be used for sone reason. Exanples of this are:

- Using the information that is nobst current when there is a
recent change. If the recipient received a raise three
weeks ago and that raise is expected to continue, the |ast
t hree pays woul d be used to get an average weekly incone.

- Discounting any week(s) where there is an anomaly that is
not expected to continue, such as:

- the client was laid off for a week,
- the client was sick for part of the period and was not
pai d, or
- the client was absent or late and | ost pay because of
t hi s.
Soci al services districts nmust not pay shelter arrears under
enmergency Hone Relief unless the applicant can reasonably denonstrate
an ability to pay shelter expenses, including any amunts in excess
of the appropriate |local agency shelter maximum in the future. | f
the social services official determines that the individual or famly
has sufficient incone or resources to secure and nmaintain alternate
per manent housing, shelter arrears need not be paid to naintain the
housi ng accommodati on.
When energency or tenmporary Honme Relief is granted, a district may
now accept a deed for real property and/or a nortgage pursuant to
Section 106 of the Social Services Law as security for the value of
t he assi stance granted.
V. ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON

Food Stanp | nplications

The portion of the energency Hone Relief paynent nade by a soci al
services district on behalf of a PA household to neet an energency or
a special need in the household which exceeds the normal public
assistance grant is excluded fromincone when cal cul ating food stanp
benefits. Li kewi se, an energency Hone Relief paynent nmade by a
district on behalf of a non-PA household to neet an energency or
special need of the household is excluded from incone when
calcul ating food stanp benefits. Persons applying for energency Hone
Rel i ef shoul d al so be assessed for eligibility for expedited food
st anps.

Medi cal Assistance | nplications

The amendnents to the energency Hone Relief program have no inpact on
Medi cal Assi st ance. Districts are rem nded that when determ ning
nedi cal assistance eligibility enmergency Hone Relief paynents are
di sregarded in the nonth received.
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V. EFFECTI VE DATE

This directive is effective Novenber 1, 1991 retroactive to July 19,
1991.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



