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92 .Ar:M-26 informed scx:::ial services districts (SSDs) of amendments to State 
I.aw and Department regulations related to cost contairnnent. One of these 
changes was the prohibition of Harne Relief payments prior to the 45th day 
after application unless payment is made to meet an emergency need. 'Ihe law 
and regulation amendments concerning the 45 day rule also require SSDs to 
notify applicants about the availability of assistance to meet emergency 
needs. 

Appropriate revisions will l:::e made to the Client Info:rma.tion Bcx:lklets to 
reflect this change. SSDs can expect distribution of these revised booklets 
around January of 1993. 

We are providing the attached language which SSDs can use (until the revised 
booklets are available) to notify applicants of the 45 day rule and the 
availability of assistance to meet emergency needs. 

In addition, the Department has developed an info:rma.tional poster, 11 inches 
by 17 inches in size, which SSDs can place in a prominent sp:Jt in their 
waiting areas. 'Ihis poster will l:::e mailed to SSDs under separate cover 
around August 20. It will also l:::e available in Spanish. 

If you have any questions regarding this release, please contact Maureen 
Standish at (518) 473-6555 (Userid AY9850). 

·OScar R. Best, Jr. / \ 
Deputy Connnissione~ 
Di vision of Income :rvr..aintenance 



ATrENI'ION! 
APPLIC2\Nl'S FUR PUBLIC ASSI~ 

Read these important Questions and 1msWers 

Q. If I am eligible for public assistance, hCM soon can I get it? 

A. If you are an adult with no children, your category of public assistance 
will generally be Harne Relief (HR) . People in HR cases will not get 
public assistance any sooner than 45 days from the day they apply. 

Families with children generally get public assistance no later than 30 
days from the day they apply. 

Q. What if I need help right away? Will my case be opened sooner? 

A. If you have an emergency you should tell your worker. 'Ille agency will 
see if you should get help with your emergency right away. If you do 
need help right away, you will get help to meet your eneJ:gency but that 
does not mean that your ongoing public assistance case will open sooner. 

Q. What is the date of application? 

A. 'Ihat is the date that the agency receives your completed, signed 
application. 

Remember, you can ask for an application today, complete it and return 
it to social services today. 'Ihen today's date will be your application 
date. 

Q. Must adults wait 45 days to get fcx:x:i stanps and medical assistance? 

A. If you also apply and are fourxi eligible for fcx:x:i stamps, you will get 
them within 30 days from the day you apply. Usually you will get fcx:x:i 
st:amps back to the date of application. 

For medical assistance, if you apply and are found eligible for HR, you 
will get medical assistance when your eligibility for HR is detennined. 
Generally, you will have medical bills paid back to the first day of the 
month in which you apply for HR. 



1. P. 

iATE?C:ON! 
SOLICITANI'ES DE IA ASIS'mCIA POBLI~ 

I.ea Estas Preguntas y Respuestas InpJrtantes 

Si SO'y elegible para la asistencia publica, lcuail pronto puedo 
abtenerla? 

R. Si usted es un adulto(a) que no tiene hijos vivierrlo con usted, su 
categoria de asistencia publica generalmente sera la de Ayuda para 
el Hagar (Home Relief-HR) . Ias personas que participan en HR no 
obterrlran asistencia publica antes de que se curnplan 45 d:i.as a 
partir del di.a en que presentaron su solicitud. 

Ias familias con ninos genera.lm:nte obtienen los beneficios de la 
asistencia publica dentro de 30 d:i.as a partir del di.a en que las 
familias solicitan los beneficios. 

2. P. lQue pasa si necesito ayuda inmediatarrente? lSe abrira mi case mis 
pronto? 

R. Si usted tiene una emergencia, usted deberia notificarle a su 
trabajador(a). I.a agencia evaluara si usted debe obtener ayuda 
respecto a su emergencia irnnediatamente. Si usted necesita ayuda 
inmediatarrente, usted recibira ayuda para enfrentar su emergencia, 
pero esto no significa que su case de asistencia publica que esta 
en curse se abrira mis pronto. 

3. P. lcual es la fecha de la solicitud? 

R. Esa es la fecha en que la agencia recibe su solicitud campletada y 
finnada. 

4. P. 

Recuerde, usted puede pedir una solici tud hoy mismo, puede 
campletarla y enviarla a servicios sociales hoy mismo. I.a fecha de 
hoy sera la fecha de su solicitud. 

lDeben los adultos esperar 45 dias para obtener cupones de 
alim:mtos y asistencia rnedica? 

R. Si usted tambien solicita y se detennina que usted es elegible para 
recibir cupones de alim:mtos, usted los obterrlra dentro de 3 O dias 
a partir del dia de su solicitud. Generalmente, usted recibira 
todos los cupones de alim:mtos a las que usted tiene derecho a 
partir del dia de la solicitud. 

Para la asistencia rnedica, si usted solici ta y se detennina que 
usted es elegible para el programa de HR, usted recibira asistencia 
rnedica cuando su elegibilidad para el programa de HR se detennine. 
Generalmente, sus cuentas med.icas incurridas desde el prililer dia 
del mes en que usted solicit6 HR seran pagadas. 


