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. PURPCSE

The purpose of this directive is to advise social service districts of
the ongoing requirenents of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (SSA)
including new federal policy interpretations and audi t results.
Districts wer e previously advised in 84 ADM4 concerning these
requi renents. However, since the issuance of 84 ADM 4, the U S.
Departnment of Health and Human Servi ces (DHHS) has conducted audits of
the Title | V-E foster care program and raised eligibility issues,
whi ch, while being challenged by this Departnent, nust neverthel ess be
recogni zed and addressed.

This directive should assist social services districts in properly
determining IV-E eligibility; Emergency Assistance to Famlies (EAF) and
utilizing Supplenmental Security Incone (SSI) for children in foster
care. The appropriate claimng of these federal prograns should aid
social services districts to remain under the present State Foster Care
Cap. (See 92 LCM 110).

1. BACKGROUND

The Adoption Assistance and Child Wl fare Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-272) was
enacted on June 17, 1980. This legislation established the new Title
| V-E of the SSA, which provides for federal reinbursenent to the States
for Foster Care and Adoption Assistance (FCAA). |In addition, P.L. 96-
272 amended Title IV-B of the SSAin relation to the funding of <child
wel fare services.

Under the Title |IV-E program fifty percent federal reinbursenent is
avail abl e for care and nmaintenance, related adninistrative costs of the
foster care program and al so for adoption assistance subsidies.

Title I'V-E provides foster care reinbursenent to States for children who
woul d have been eligible for the Aid to Dependent Chil dren Program under
a State's approved Title IV-A plan, and Adoption Assistance for special
needs children being adopted who are eligible for Title |IV-E Adoption
Assi stance through either Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) or the
Suppl emental Security Inconme (SSlI) prograns.
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New York State becane a Title |V-E state effective April 1, 1982. The
purpose and funding for the Title |IV-E program has renai ned essentially
the sane over the past ten years since New York inplenmented the Title
IV-E (FCAA) program However , as HHS has conducted |IV-E audits
t hroughout the States, including New York, there have been changing
policy interpretations provided by HHS which differ with the State's
initial interpretation of the Title |IV-E program

Al t hough this Departnment is challenging several of these interpretations
at this tine, in order to protect the State's |IV-E foster care and
adoption assistance clainms, this directive will informdistricts of the
current federal eligibility policies and interpretations.

. ORGANI ZATI ON AND CONTENTS OF TH S ADM NI STRATI VE DI RECTI VE

The program and policy changes presented in this directive cover a
variety of categorical, financial, and progranmatic factors in the areas
of foster care, adoption assistance, and nedi cal assistance.

To facilitate use of this adm nistrative directive, the follow ng index
shoul d guide users to the appropriate sections.
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V. PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

A

Fost er

1

Care

Definitions

a.

Foster Care and Adoption Assistance (FCAA) - The State's
program i nmplenenting P.L. 96-272, Title IV-E of the SSA
and relates only to those children eligible for or in
receipt of foster care or adoption assistance which is
subj ect to Federal reinbursenent.

Non - Voluntary (Court Odered) Placenents - Those
pl acenents of children which are ordered by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction through Articles 3, 7, or 10 of
the Family Court Act (FCA), or Section 358-a of the
Soci al Services Law (SSL).

Vol untary Placenment - An out-of-hone placenent of a child
under 18 years of age, by or with the participation of
the | ocal social services district, after the parents or
guardi ans of the m nor have requested the assistance of
the district and have signed a voluntary placenent
agreenment pursuant to Section 384-a of the SSL. Federa
rei mbursenment for voluntary placenments is time Ilimted
and may not exceed 180 days, unless there has been a
judicial determination wthin the first 180 days of
pl acenent approvi ng the placenent.

Foster Care Mai ntenance Paynents - Payments to cover the
cost of (and the cost of providing) food, clothing,
shelter, daily supervision, school supplies, a child's
personal incidentals, liability insurance with respect to
a child, and reasonable travel to the child's honme for
visitation. In the case of institutional care, such term
shal | include the reasonable costs of adninistration and
operation of such institution as are necessarily required
to provide the itenms described in the preceding sentence
Al so, Title 1V-E foster care paynents may include the
needs of a Title IV-Eeligible foster child who is
also a ninor parent and her <child when they reside
together in a famly foster hone or residential facility.

Fam |y or Child Counseling/ Treatnent (Code 08) - Those
direct client interactive services which are carried out
during individual counseling sessions with the child,
famly or foster famly to aneliorate or renedy persona
probl ens, behavi or or home conditions.
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f. Foster Care Children (Eligibility-Code 98) - Deternmining
and Redetermining Eligibility. Those activities rel ated
tothe initial deternination of eligibility and the
periodic review of continuing categorical eligibility
including activities such as: client and collatera
i ntervi ews, col l ection of docunmentation, conpletion of
necessary forns to establish a case record (manual and
automated), naking a final disposition, the authorization
of both basic and special needs for eligibility cases and
the mai ntenance of the eligibility case record.

g. Fost er Care Children (Managenment -Code 88) - Case
Managenent . Those activities related to the overseeing
of all aspects of a case to assure that: eligibility and
aut hori zation functions are acconplished on a tinely
basi s; procedur al saf eguar ds are in pl ace and
acconpl i shed to assure protection of the rights of the
parents and child, care, nmintenance, and services are
appropriate to the child' s needs; vol untary agreenents
and appropriate judicial proceedings are tinely, the UCR
(initial assessnent and updated plan) is conmpleted and
data in WMS/ CCRS i s accurate.

h. Foster Care Training-Covers time staff is engaged in or
preparing for training, either as a trainer of other
services staff, or as a trainee regarding program policy,
or procedural matters, or of casework practices. Thi s
cat egory does not i ncl ude traini ng provided to
prospective foster/adopti on honme/famlies.

Initial Categorical/Financial Eligibility-Athough as of Apri
1, 1982, the foster care naintenance programis no |onger
adm ni stered under Title IV-A (AFDC), the basic categorica
and financial eligibility factors renmai n unchanged under the
Title I'V-E program The foster care child's relatedness to
the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program nmust be determ ned
in accordance with rel evant sections of Departnent regul ation
18 NYCRR 426.3(e) as foll ows:

(e) Receipt of Aid to Fanilies with Dependent Children (ADC)

(1) The child shall have been in receipt of ADCin or for
the nonth in which either the voluntary agreenent was
entered into, or court proceedings |eading to the renoval
fromthe home were initiated, or
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(2) The child would have received ADC if an application
had been nmde for such benefits in or for the nonth in
which either a voluntary agreenent was entered into or
such court pr oceedi ngs | eadi ng to the judicial
determ nation that resulted in the removal fromthe hone
were initiated, or

(3) The child had been living with a relative specified
in 18NYCRR 369.1 within six nonths prior to the nonth in
which either a voluntary agreenent was entered into or
court proceedings were initiated, and woul d have received
aid in or for such nonth if in such nonth he had been
living with such relative and application for such
benefits had been nade.

NOTE: If achildis found to be ineligible for ADC at the tinme of
the initial determination, |V-E foster care eligibility cannot be
derived at any point in the future for that particular placenent.

However, if a case was nistakenly found ineligible for IV-E or was
coded inproperly so that |V-E rei nbursenent was not clai ned, | V-E
claime can be subnmitted retroactive for twenty-two nonths. The

reason for the retroactive claining nust be clearly docunented in
the case record

The following are Title IV-E Foster Care eligibility requirenments:

a.  Age
A child nust be under 18 years of age or under age 19 and
is a full-time student in a secondary school program or
in the equivalent Ilevel of vocational or technica
training, and is expected to conplete the program before
reachi ng age 19.

b. Cat egori cal Rel ati onshi p/ Parental Deprivation

An applicant for or a recipient of Title |V-E Foster Care
nmust neet the sane categorical requirenents as those
mandat ed under the Title IV-A (AFDC) program See
Departnment regul ati on, 18 NYCRR Sections 369. 1(b),
369.2(a), 369.2(c), and 369.2(g).

The child nust neet the ADC requirement of parental
deprivation (based on the natural or adoptive parents).
That is, the child shall be considered to be deprived of
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par ent al support or care by reason of the death,
conti nued absence from the hone, physical or nental
i ncapacity of a parent, or unenpl oynent of the parent who
is the principal wage earner, when any one of these

deprivation factors is a contributing factor in the
child's need for a grant of ADC (See Departnent
regul ation 18NYCRR 369.2(g) for the definition of
parental support or care).

C. I ncomre and Resources

In determining initial eligibility for Title IV-E Foster
Care, the inconme and resources of the child's famly nust
be evaluated for ADC eligibility. The incone and
resources allowed shall be conputed according to the
public assistance standards contained in Depart nment
regul ati ons, 18 NYCRR Part 352.

NOTE: If the child is renoved froma specified relative's
hone, ot her than the parent(s) (i.e., a non-legally
responsi ble relative), the incone and resources of this
relative will not be considered in determning the ADC

eligibility of the child. (18NYCRR 369. 2)

d. Living with a Specified Relative

The child nust have lived in the hone of a specified
relative (see 18 NYCRR 369.1(b)) at sone tine within the
six nonths prior to the initiation of court proceedings
or when a voluntary placenent agreenment was signed.
There must be docunentation in the case needed to
docunent "specified relative", ie., such as case
narrative, |Mrecords, probation reports, etc.

Specified relative includes any relation by bl ood,
marriage or adoption who is within the fifth degree of
ki nship to the dependent child. (See S 92 | M DCO 11).

NOTE: Wen the child is placed with a Kkinship foster
parent, that relative cannot also be considered to be the
specified relative as described in the above paragraph

NOTE: The child born to a nother who was a hosptial patient
or prison inmte would be considered to be living with the
nother at the tinme of birth, and if placed in foster care
woul d be renpved fromthe hone of the relative (the nother).
The definition of "home" 1is applicable to the hospital or
prison setting.
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Responsi bility for Care and Pl acenent

The <child shall have been renoved fromthe honme of a
parent or other specified relative as a result of a
j udi ci al det erm nati on by a court of conpetent

jurisdiction, to the effect that continuation therein
would be contrary to the welfare of the child, and that
where appropriate, reasonable efforts were nade prior to
renoval, to prevent or elinminate the need for renoval of
the child from his hone or, if the child has been in
foster care, reasonable efforts were nmade to nmake it
possi ble for the child to return hone.

or

The child was placed into foster care in accordance wth
a voluntary placenment agreenent signed by parents/parent
or guardi ans and t he | ocal district. Federa
rei moursement is available only for first 180 days of
pl acenent unl ess the voluntary placenent is approved
by the court before the 180 day period | apses.

Docunent ati on

Consi dered acceptabl e docunentation of receipt of ADC
woul d be: WVS printouts, IMletters to the parent(s) hone
reduci ng ADC grants due to the child's renoval from the
ABEL budget .

Al l eligibility factors for ADC nust be nmet in
determining Title IV-E Foster Care eligibility. However,
wage stubs, rent receipts, etc. are not required as woul d
be the case in an actual ADC application for a cash
grant. For those cases that would have been ADC eligible
had they applied, the case record nmust contain statenents
concerning the parental deprivation factor, and of the
amount of avail able parental incone and resources (unless
renoved froma non-legally responsible relative hone), so
that an ABEL budget can be done docunenting that ADC
standards of need were net. Attenpts by districts to
verify incone should be docurmented in the case record.

Peri odi ¢ Redeterm nati on

IV-E Foster Care cases nust be re-evaluated for

continuing eligibility not less frequently than every six
nonths. |In redeternmining eligibility, three distinct
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conponents nust be reviewed and docurmented: 1) programmatic,
2) categorical, and 3) financial eligibility (See 18 NYCRR
426. 4) . Programmatic redetermnation of eligibility is
addressed in Section 4. (page 14) and relates to the
requi renents of a periodic review of continuing services need.

a. Cat egori cal Redeterm nation
Once initial eligibility has been determ ned, only one
categorical factor nust be reviewed each six nonths,
nanely the conti nuation of par ent al deprivation

Departnmental regulation 18NYCRR 369.2(g) details the
requirenents to be followed in redeterm ning continuing

deprivation each six nonths. The deprivation factor for
continued ADC eligibility nust be neasured in relation to
the hone from which the child was renpved. Deprivation

based on the death of one or both parents, of course,
becomes a constant as opposed to other forns of
deprivation which are subject to change and require

redeterm nation each six nonths. Also, while a court
order for ternmination of parental rights cannot be used
in establishing initial eligibility, the existence of

such an order nay be used to verify permanent deprivation
of the child for continued Title IV-E eligibility.

Wth respect to reviewing the home situation from which
the child was renoved, the follow ng three exanples
should clarify this concept.

(1) Exanple: A Title IV-E foster child renoved fromthe
hone of his or her parents would continue to be
eligible as long as deprivation of parental support
by virtue of absence, death, physical or nental

i ncapacity, or unenploynent continues to exist. | f
it is deternined that deprivation no | onger exists
in the parent's hone, the child will no |onger be

eligible for Title IV-E reinbursement, unless a
deprivation factor reoccurs.

(2) Exanple: If a child was renoved fromthe hone of a
relative such as an aunt, it is the aunt's home
which is reviewed at the tinme of redetermination to
estabi sh whether or not deprivation continues to
exi st. Since deprivation is based on the status of
the parents, deprivation would continue if both
parents were not residing in the household of the
aunt .
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(3) Exanple: Title I'V-E Foster Care eligibility for a

child was initially based on an absent father. At
redetermination, it is learned that the father has
returned to the hone. | f deprivation was based
solely on the father's absence, unl ess anot her
deprivation factor can be established, such as the
i ncapacity of either parent, IV-E eligibility
ceases.

NOTE: Although the Title IV-E case may be rendered ineligible if a
parental deprivation factor no | onger exists, the case nay regain
Title IV-E claimng status if in the future a parental deprivation
factor occurs again in the home fromwhich the child was renoved.
Al'so, the deprivation factor which reoccurs does not have to be the
original factor which established Title IV-E eligibility.

b. Financial Redeternination-Once initial weligibility has
been determ ned, the parents and the foster <child are
treated as two distinct cases in conpleting the financial
redet erm nation. That is, i ncreased ear ni ngs or
resources of the ADC household do not inpact on the Title
IV-E child s status, (excepting i ncone nade available to
support the child in foster care). Conversely, increased
incone or resources available to the child do not affect
t he ADC househol d.

However, increased earnings may indicate that a parent,
if the principal wage earner, no |longer neets the
definition of unenployed (or under-enployed) for ADC U
eligibility. If this is the case, then there may no

| onger be a parental deprivation factor, as required for
continuing Title IV-E eligibility.

(1) Unearned | ncone - Unearned incone of a child (child
support, QASDI, VA, etc.) nust be applied against
the foster care need standard which includes al
foster care naintenance costs, adninistrative costs,

and speci al expenses. I f unearned incone exceeds
185% of the foster care need standard, then a change
in claimng status from Title IV-E federa

partici pating (FP) to federal non-participating
(FNP) rmnust be made.

NOTE: Once a child is in foster care, the foster care need
standard and the paynent standard (i.e., the actual cost of
foster care) becone one and the sane.
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(2) Earned Income - Earned incone of a part-time or
full-time student who is not enployed full-tine
shoul d be disregarded in a Title I|V-E foster care
redet erm nation.

Earned i ncone of any foster <child who is not a
student (or who is enployed full-tine) nust be
appl i ed agai nst the foster care need standard. Al l
earned incone disregards should be applied before
avai | abl e incone is neasured against the foster care
need st andar d. In addition to Bulletin 134,
reference to Departnent regulation 18NYCRR 352. 20
should be nade in determining the application of
earned incone. For instructions on how to budget
earned i ncone, see 90 ADM 3.

(3) Resources - If a foster child s resources exceed the
ADC limt of $1000, then the child is not eligible
for IV-E Foster Care unless his or her resource
| evel subsequently falls below $1000. The child
could then be re-opened as a | V-E Foster Care case.
(See Ret enti on of Ear ni ngs in Depart nent al
regul ati on 18NYCRR 431. 4).

Docunent ati on

The case factors which nmust be docunmented for Title IV-E
Foster Care redeternination are: age, incone, resources,
parental deprivation, judicial determ nation, and foster
care placenent (See Redeterm nations, p. 41).

Docunentation of all redetermnation factors nust be
contained in each child' s case record.

Parental deprivation nust be reviewed and docunented in
the case record: Exanples: if the child is froman ADC
househol d, case reference to the open ADC case nunber
woul d docunent ongoing deprivation; a docunmentation of
receipt of SSI or Social Security benefits based on
disability or blindness of a parent is proof of
i ncapacity.

Also, the Uniform Case Record (UCR) updates should
contain famly information which would docunent the
parent (s) circunstances and | ocation
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d. Title | V-E Redeterm nation versus New | V-E Determ nation

When Children Are Di scharged and Return to Foster Care

There are sone case situations where children are on
trial discharge or final discharge, and then return to
foster care. Sone readmissions to foster care wll
require a new Title |V-E determnation, others will
require a I V-E redetermination

(1) Exanple: If a Title IV-E child is placed into a
DVH residential care facility which is not eligible
to receive Title IV-E foster care paynents, and then
returns to a foster hone or facility eligible for
Title I V-E paynents, a redeternmnation of Title IV-E
eligibility would be appropriate at the time the
child returns to the Title |V-E Foster Care eligible

setting.

(2) Exanple: A child is no | onger in t he
conmi ssioner's custody, is discharged fromfoster
care and returns home (for what is considered a
final discharge). He or she is later returned to
foster care on a new court order or voluntary
pl acenent agr eenent, an initial Title IV-E
eligibility determ nation nust be done, based on
circunstances at the tine of the return to foster
care.

(3) Exanple: If the child is returned to his or her
hone on a trial discharge and remains in foster care
status (i.e., still in the conmi ssioner's custody),

a Title IV-E redeterm nation would be done if the
child returns to foster care.

4, Programmatic Eligibility

Consistent with P.L. 96-272 and New York's Child Wlfare
Ref orm Act of 1979, the Departnent is firmy comitted to
preserving a child' s place within his/her famly, and it is
only as a last alternative that a child nay be placed in
foster care.

Prior to a child's placenent in foster care, certain casework
activities nmust take place and the necessity of such placenent
nmust be docunent ed. Attenpts to avoid foster care placenent
through the provision of preventive services, or efforts to
place children with relatives without a transfer of custody to
t he social services district, must first be nmade and
documented in the Uniform Case Record.
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The utilization of the Uniform Case Record in either
Depart nment regul ati on 18NYCRR Part 428 is intended to ensure
that these criteria are conplied wth throughout New York
State. It further ensures that once a child does enter foster
care, all requirenments designed to guarantee appropriate care
and services, and to facilitate either the child's return hone
or a pernmanent placenment, are net.

a. Federal Requirenents for Rei nbursenent

Through the requirenments and safeguards of the Uniform
Case Record, New York State conplies with t he
programmatic eligibility criteria for Title |IV-E Foster
Care as outlined in Section 471 of the Social Security
Act . There are three nmajor federal program conponents
which are net through the use of the Uniform Case Record:

(1) Efforts to Prevent Pl acenent
(2) Case Plan
(3) Case Review System Redeterm nation of Programmatic

Eligibility.

(1) Efforts to Prevent Placenents and Return Children
Home

Section 471(a)(15) of the SSA  provides t hat

effective OCctober 1, 1983 each State nust have a
Title I'V-E State Plan which provides that reasonable
efforts will be nmade in each case "...(A) prior to

the placenent of a child in foster care, to prevent
or elinnate the need for renoval of the child from
his hone, and (B) to make it possible for the child
to return to his hone...".

Section 472(a)(1) of the SSA provides in part that
each State with an approved Title [IV-E Plan nust
nmake foster care nmintenance paynents with respect
to a child whose renpval fromhis or her hone was
the result of a judicial deternination to the effect
that continuation therein would be contrary to the
wel fare of the child and that reasonable efforts
described in Section 471(a)(15) of the SSA had been
nade.
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As a result of Title IV-E audits conducted by the
DHHS, sonme foster care cases in New York (as well as
in other States) have been determ ned to be
ineligible by DHHS for Title |IV-E foster care due to
the lack of explicit language in the court orders
placing children in foster care. Federal policy has
required that the courts consider and expressly
state in the orders:

(a) Whether continuation of a child in the hone
woul d be contrary to the welfare of the child
(this wording nust be contained in the initial
order leading to the child' s renoval from the
hone, e.g., the renand);

(b) Whether reasonable efforts were nade, wher e
appropri ate, to prevent the placenent of a
child into foster care or to make it possible
for a child in foster care to return honme, or
that the lack of such efforts was appropriate
under the circunstances; and

(c) In the case of a foster child age sixteen or
ol der, the services needed, if any, to assist
the child to make the transition from foster
care to i ndependent Iiving.

Chapter 198 of the Laws of 1991 anended Articles 3,7
and 10 of the Famly Court Act and 358-a and 392 of
the Social Services Law (SSL) to include t he
requi renent for the above wording.

91 LCM 225 inforned social services districts of
t hese anmendnents, and included the prescribed forns
for use by the Fam |y Courts.

NOTE: Districts are strongly advised to work closely with
DSS attorneys and Family Court judges and staff to
ensure that the court orders contain the required
wor di ng.

(2) Case Plan
Section 409-e of the SSL, as well as Section 471(16)

of the SSA requires the devel opnment of a case plan
for every child. A case plan is defined in Section
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475(1) of the SSA as "a witten docunent which
i ncludes at least the following: A description of
the type of hone or institution in which a child is
to be placed, including a discussion of t he
appropriateness of the placenment and how t he agency
which is responsible for the child plans to carry
out the voluntary placenent agreenent entered into
or judicial determ nation nmade with respect to the
child in accordance wth Section 472(a)(1l) of the
SSA; and a plan for assuring that the child receives
proper care and that services are provided to the
parents, <child, and foster parents in order to
i mprove t he conditions in the parents' hone,
facilitate return of the child to his own hone or
the permanent placenent of the child, and address
the needs of the child while in foster care,
i ncluding a discussion of the appropriateness of the
servi ces that have been provided to the child under
t he plan.™

Case Revi ew System

Section 409-e of the SSL and Section 471(16) of the
SSA also requires a case review system for each
child. The case review systemis defined in Section
475(5) as "a procedure for assuring that:

(A) each child has a case plan designed to achieve
pl acenent in the least restrictive (nost famly
like) setting available and in close proximty
to the parents' home, consistent with the best
i nterest and speci al needs of the child;

(B) the status of each child is revi ewed
periodically but no less frequently than once
every six months by either a court or by
admnistrative review ..in order to deternine
t he conti nui ng necessity for and t he
appropriateness of the placenent, the extent of
conpliance with the case plan, and the extent
of progress whi ch has been nmde toward
alleviating or mtigating causes necessitating
pl acenent in foster care, and to project a
likely date by which the child nay be returned
hone or pl aced for adoption or |lega
guar di anshi p; and
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(O with respect to each such child, procedur a
safeguards will be applied, anmong other things,

to assure each child in foster care under the
supervision of the State of a dispositiona
hearing (Note: See Page 23, Section d.
regarding Court Redeternmination) to be held in
a famly or juvenile court or another court
(i ncl udi ng a tribal court) of conpetent
jurisdiction, or by an admnistrative body
appointed or approved by the court, no later
than eighteen nonths after t he origina
pl acenent (and periodically thereafter during
the continuation of foster care), which hearing
shall determine the future status of the child
(including, but not linted to, whet her the
child should be returned to the parent, should
be continued in foster care for a specified
peri od, should be placed for adoption, or
shoul d (because of the child's special needs or
ci rcunst ances) be continued in foster care on a
per manent or long-termbasis; in the case of a
child who has attained age 16, the services
needed to assist the child to nmake t he
transition from foster care to independent
living; and procedural safeguards shall also be
appl i ed with respect to parental rights
pertaining to the renoval of the child fromthe
hone of his parents, to a change in the child's
pl acenent, and to any determ nation affecting
visitation privileges of parents; and

(D a child's health and education record is
revi ewed and updat ed, and supplied to the
foster parent or foster care provider w th whom
the child is placed at the tine of each
pl acenent of the child in foster care."

Pl acenents: Requirenents for Federal Rei mbursenent

(1)

Pl acemrents Made Pursuant to Articles 3,7 and 10 of
the Fanmily Court Act

Pursuant to Articles 3,7 and 10 of the Fam |y Court
Act (FCA), judicial determnation by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction establishing that placenent
in foster care is in the best interest of the child
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and t hat reasonable efforts were nade, when
appropriate, to prevent the placenment of the child,
is required before federal reinbursenent under Title
| V-E may be cl ai ned. Once it is determined by the
court that such placenent is in the best interest of
the child, the responsibility for placenment and care
of such child nust reside wth the State agency
(social service district) adm nistering foster care
or with another public agency with which the NYS
Depart ment of Social Services has nmade an agreenent
(i.e., NYS Division for Youth,and the NYS Ofice of
Mental Health), the NYS Ofice of Mental Retardation
and Developnental Disabilities and the Ofice of
Al cohol i sm and Subst ance Abuse).

Wth respect to Article 3, Article 7, and Article 10
pl acenents, federal reinbursenment may begin fromthe
first day of the nmonth in which the court order is
i ssued, assuning that the child has been determ ned
to be ADC related and the placenent is in an
appropriate certified, licensed, or approved foster
care setting.

NOTE: A tenporary order (remand) renoving a child from the
hone neets the requirenent of a judicial determination

provi ded that the order specifies that it would be contrary to
the wel fare of the child for himor her to remain in the hone,
and that reasonable efforts were nmade, when appropriate, to
prevent placenent.

(2) 358-a Placenents

Section 358-a of the SSL provides that where a child
is voluntarily placed pursuant to Section 384 or

384-a of the SSL and will remain in care for nore
than thirty days, the placenment nust beconme a court
ordered placenent. This thirty day period was

established in the lawto permt a period of tine
for the parents or guardians to evaluate the
decision to transfer the care and custody or custody
and guardianship of the child to a social services
of ficial. In addition, the agency accepting the
child has an equal opportunity to evaluate the
decision to place the child and if it is determned
that the <child should remain in care beyond thirty
days, a petition nust be initiated wthin thirty
days of this determ nation
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Federal reinbursenent is pernitted beginning from
the first day of the nmonth that a voluntary
pl acenent agreenment is signed, assum ng the ADC
rel atedness of the child and the placenent is in an
appropriate foster care setting.

Also, achildwhois in care as a result of a
transfer of care and custody to the social services
of ficial under the provisions of Section 384-a of
the SSL may, if ADC rel atedness exi sts and pl acenent
is in an approved foster care setting, have the cost
of care federally reinbursed fromthe first day of
the nonth that the court order is issued.

NOTE: A voluntary surrender instrunent signed by
the parent(s) does not neet the requirenments of a
vol untary placenent agreenent (see p.21) thus cannot
be cl ai ned under Title IV-E as a voluntary
pl acenent .

Ti nel i ness of Court Orders

Federal reinbursenment for court-approved foster care
pl acenents nmay be claimed fromthe first day of the
nonth in which the Court issued an order approving
the placenent (for children placed through voluntary
pl acenent agreenents, clainmng can begin from day of
pl acenent). If the Court delays in issuing such an
order after a petition to review the appropri ateness
of a foster care placenent is filed, the ability of
the State to claim the maxi mum anmount of federa
rei mbursement for the cost of the placenent coul d be
jeopardi zed. Because of this, it is essential that
in all social services districts, both program and
| egal staff, work closely with the Famly Court in
order to ensure that court orders are expeditiously

i ssued. Each social services district nust take
what ever steps are necessary in order to avoid del ay
in the issuance of such orders. These steps nay

include the nodification of internal programmtic
and | egal practices, and may also include a nore
cooperative working arrangenment with the court(s).
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b. Vol untary Pl acenents

P.L. 96-272 authorized federal reinbursenent for the cost
of care for children who have been voluntarily placed in
foster care prior to the issuance of a court order
Federal reinbursenent is available fromthe first day of
the nonth that the voluntary placenent agreenment 1is
si gned.

NOTE: It is inmportant to note that for purposes of Title IV-E
eligibility, the voluntary placenent agreement nust be signed
only by the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child.
However, Section 384-a of the SSL authorizes the transfer of
care by a person with whoma parent has entrusted care of the
child. Such a transfer is |legal under State Law but is not
recogni zed by federal standards for Title |IV-E funding.

(1) Requirenents for Federal Rei nbursenent

In addition to the establishnent of a child's
eligibility as an ADC related child, a voluntary
pl acenent agreenment nmust be signed by either the
parent (s) or guardian(s) and the social services
district. As defined in Section 472(f) of the SSA,
a voluntary pl acenent "means an out - of - hone
pl acenent of a minor, by or with the participation
of a State agency, after the parents or guardi ans of
the mnor have requested the assistance of the
agency and si gnhed a vol untary pl acenent

agreenent;...".

The term voluntary placenent agreenent "neans a
witten agreenent, binding on the parties to the
agr eenent, between the State agency, and other
agency acting on its behalf, and the parents or
guardians of a mnor child, which specifies at a
mnimm the legal status of the child and the
rights and obligations of the parents or guardi ans,
the child and the agency while the child is in
pl acenent . " Provision nust also be nade for the
parent (s) or guardian(s) to request the return of
the child. In the event such request is nade, the
agreenment is considered revoked unless the socia
services district requests and obtains a judicial
determination that the return of the child to such
hone woul d be contrary to the child's best interest.
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NOTE:

(2) Duration of Federal Rei nbursenent

Federal reinmbursenent may be clainmed for up to 180
days of care, beginning fromthe date of origina
pl acenent . If a judicial deternination is nade
within 180 days that continued placenent is in the
best interests of the child, the child s placenent
then can be reinbursed under Title IV-E beyond the
180 days. However, it nust be renenbered that New
York State requirenments of Section 358-a (i.e.
petitioning the court within 30-60 days of
pl acenent) nust be net. Hence, we anticipate al nost
all placenents in New York State wll be non-
vol untary (court-ordered) placenents.

Consecutive voluntary placenments nay not be used to

avoi d the judicial process.

C.

Pl acenents Resulting from Emergencies (Use of EAF)

When a child is placed in foster care as a result of an
ener gency, the child may be eligible for Energency
Assi stance to Fam lies (EAF).

Any services (e.g., protective, preventive, foster care,
etc.) required as a result of the energency situation
which led to the eligibility of the famly for EAF are
subj ect to federal reinbursenent under EAF as specified
in Department regul ati on 18NYCRR 372. 4.

Since all services needed as a result of the energency
can be provided under EAF, the EAF authori zation shal
not be limted to any specific service and the tine
period should renain in effect until the energency is
renmedi ed consistent with Economic Security policy.

Soci al services districts nust utilize 18NYCRR Part 372
for direction on policy and procedures covering t he
application for and the use of EAF for services.

The aut horization of services under the EAF programin no
way relieves social services districts fromconplying
with the specific program requirenents including |ega
and case nmanagenent responsibilities such as court
orders, case plans (UCR s), foster care hone approvals
and periodic eligibility redeterni nations. Pl ease note
that for foster care, Title IV-E renmanins the program of
first choice.
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d. Court Redeterni nations

(1) Federal Requirenents to Receive Rei mbursenent

P.L. 96-272 provides that a dispositional hearing nmust be
held no later than 18 nmonths after the original placenent
and periodically thereafter during the continuation of
foster care. The federal government has nandated that
these initial dispositional hearings be held within the
18 nont hs.

(2) State Requirenents

Those children who entered care as the result of an
Article 10 proceeding, require extensions of placenent
under Section 1055 or Section 1055-a of the Fam |y Court
Act, which requires that petitions be filed at | east 60
days prior to the expiration of the period of placenent.

Section 392 of the SSL and Departnent regul ati on 18NYCRR
430. 1 establish procedures for periodic court revi ews
of children placed pursuant to Sections 384 and 384-a of
the SSL. Chapter 141 of the Laws of 1983 anended Secti on
392(3) of the SSL (effective 5/23/83) to require that
when an aut hori zed agency determines that a child wll
remain in foster care for a continuous period of 18
nonths, a petition to review the child s foster care
status "...shall be filed in the appropriate famly court
at least sixty days prior to the end of the nmonth which
would constitute the eighteenth nmonth of continuous
foster care placenent." |In addition, Chapter 141 anended
Section 392.(5) of the SSL to require that the initial
hearing to review a child's foster care status shall take
place within 18 nonths of the date of the original foster
care placenent.

The foster care status of the child nust be reviewed by
the Family Court at |east every 24 nonths after the
initial 18 nonth review.

(3) Inplication of Federal Requirenents to Receive
Federal Rei nbursenent

For extensions of placenent under Section 1055 or 1055-a
of the FCA, a petition to extend placenents nust be filed
at least 60 days prior to the expiration of the placenent
or der.
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Section 392(3)(d) of the SSL provides that a
petition to reviewa child s foster care status is
to be filed when the child has been in care for a
continuous period of 16 nonths. In order to receive
federal reinbursenent, the hearing nust be held
before the expiration of the 18th nonth.

Al l subsequent petitions are to be filed in
accordance with the provisions of Section 392.(9) of
the Social Services Law.

Aut hori zati on

The docunent used for authorizing all aspects of foster care
i ncludi ng nmai ntenance, care, and services is the Services
Aut hori zati on docunent, the DSS-2970 (see p.38 Authorization).

A duly signed authorization docunent is required on initial
case openings, and on redeterm nation of continuing financial
and programmatic eligibility not |ess frequently than each six
nont hs.

Aut hori zation for Title IV-E claimng can begin from the day
of placenent providing that the child has nmet all IV-E
eligibility criteria.

Medi cal Assi stance

Children in receipt of Title IV-E Foster Care paynents are
automatically eligible for Medical Assistance (MA) since the
eligibility for federal reinbursenent is derived from an ADC
rel ati onshi p.

Non-Title IV-E eligible children in foster care (FNP cases)
are not autonatically eligible for MA and MA eligibility rmust

be established on an individual basis. Separate MA Only
applications nmust be processed for each child. For purposes
of the MA eligibility determinations, the child is considered
as a househol d of one. The determination is then nade on the

basi s of incone and resources of the child only as outlined in
81 ADM 10. The income and resources, as outlined in 93 ADM 6,
nust be applied.

COBRA (The Consol i dated Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1985) includes provisions concerning children receiving both
Title I V-E Foster Care paynments, and adoption subsi dies:
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Social services districts are not responsi bl e for
providing MA for those children on whose behalf a Title
IV-E Foster Care nmintenance or Adoption Assistance
paynment is being made, if such children reside outside of
New York State. COBRA provides that effective Cctober 1
1986, the State in which the Title IV-E child resides
wi Il be responsible for providing M even when the
Foster Care and Adoption Assistance paynents are nade by
anot her state.

Ef fective Cctober 1, 1986, social services districts mnust
provi de nedi cal assistance to Title IV-E eligible
children from other states who reside wthin their
districts and on whose behalf the foster or adoptive
parents have applied.

This change in the State of residence for purposes of
MA affects only Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption
Assi st ance reci pi ents. For further discussion of the
COBRA  provisions which concern adoption assistance
reci pients, see p. 39.

87 ADM 22 covers the 1985 COBRA provisions that relate to
MA coverage for Foster Care and Adopted Children

NOTE: Al though Social Security Nunbers are no | onger required
for Title IV-E (since 4/1/85), eligibility for nedical

assi stance requires that each individual have a SSN If a
foster child does not have a SSN, the social services district
must file an application with t he Soci al Security

Adm ni strati on on behal f of the child.

8. Al l ocation of Adm nistrative Costs

Publ i c Law 96-272 allows federal reinbursenment for foster care
administrative activities/costs associated with Title IV-E
eligible children. The SSRR system (Upstate) and Services RVS
(NYC) provide servicel/activity codes that capture the required
i nfornmation for cost allocation and reinbursenent purposes.

These foster care activities codes are: case related
managenent (Code 88), eligibility determnination (Code 98) and
foster care services (Code 08). Code 88 and Code 98

activities, when rendered to Title IV-E eligible children
would be the conponents of your SSRR (RMB) percentage for
Title IV-E Code 88 and Code 98 activities when rendered to

Child Wl fare cases are reported as Non-I1V-E foster
care. The SSRR schedul e D-2 report would show the Non-IV-E
costs as conponents of your Title XX percentage. However,

these activities are excluded from Title XX when t he
percentages are data entered into the Automated d aim ng
System and instead are entered as Non-1V-E Foster Care
activities. Al'l Code 08 activities are reported as Non-1V-E
foster care for reinbursenment regardl ess of the category of
cases receiving these activities.
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These Non-1V-E foster care costs are reinbursable up to the
limt of the local district's Foster Care State share CAP at
50 percent State share and 50 percent |ocal share

Title IV-E/Title | V-D Requi renents

Federal statute requires assignnment of support rights for
Title IV-E Foster Care cases. Al Title IV-E Foster Care
cases should be referred to the social services district IV-D
Unit unless such a referral will adversely affect the health,
safety or welfare of the foster child or other persons in the
applicant's household, or if such a referral will inpair the
ability of the child to return hone (Departnent regulation
18NYCRR 426.8(b)). Since there is an assignnent in effect for
Title I V-E cases, the use of the DSS- 2860, the Child Support

Enf or cenent Referral which is wused for ADC cases, is
appropri ate. This form provides an automated referral to |V-
D.

Suppl enental Security Inconme (SSI) Eligibility for Foster
Chi | dren

For those children determined to be ineligible for Title IV-E
Foster Care, social services districts should screen those
children for SSI eligibility. Wth the decision of the United
States Suprene Court in the Zebl ey case, childhood disability
st andards have been liberalized so that nany nore children may
now neet disability standards. The SSI benefit level for
children in foster care is the "living with others"
arrangenent. (See 91 LCM5 and 91 LCM 119)

Al so, any children who were eligible for Title IV-E Foster
Care but lose IV-E eligibility, should be screened for SSI
eligibility.

Sone foster children will be eligible for both Title IV-E and
the SSI program However, the current federal policy is that
concurrent paynment under both progranms is not allowable. In
these cases, a district nmust deternine wunder which program
rei mbursement is nost advant ageous. Children in foster care
receive the SSI Benefit Level of "living with others", whi ch
as of January 1, 1993 was $457 per nonth. This benefit |evel
is the same for all foster care placenents: foster famly
care, group hone care, agency operated boardi ng hones, or

institutional care.
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There is no local share in this SSI paynent of the current

$457 nonthly benefit. If the foster care nmintenance costs
for an SSI child exceed $457 nonthly, the balance would be
shared 50/50 between the state and local district. All

adm nistrative costs for an SSI foster child would be 50%
state/ 50% | ocal

Title IV-E Foster Care reinbursenent differs in that it
rei mourses 50% of the cost of <care, regardless of the

cost. Title I'V-E al so rei nburses 50% of the admnistrative
costs, clothing costs, and any special itens of need, for a
Title IV-E eligible child. Ther ef or g, districts should
consider the overall Title |V-E reinbursenment vs. the SSI

standard anount when determ ni ng which programwould be nost
cost beneficial for a foster child who would be eligible for
ei ther program

As a rule, whenever a child is in a group foster care program
Title IV-Ewill provide the greater reinbursenent.

ADCPTI ON_ASSI STANCE

Federal Title |V-E Adoption Assistance paynents are avail able for
children with "special needs" who neet the federal eligibility
criteria for the Title IV-A (AFDC), Title |IV-E Foster Care, or the
Suppl emental Security Inconme (SSI) Program

Title I V-E adoption assi stance paynments have been available for
eligible children in New York, who were adopted on or after October
1, 1980, and paynents were available effective April 1, 1982.

1. Definitions

a) The federal definition of a child "with special needs",
Section 473(c) of the SSA is as foll ows:

"(1) the State has deternmined that the child cannot or
shoul d not be returned to the hone or his parents; and

(2) the State had first determined (A) that there exists
with respect to the child a specific factor or condition
(such as his ethnic background, age or nmenbership in a
mnority or sibling group, or the presence of factors
such as nedical conditions or physical, nental, or
enoti onal handi caps) because of which it is reasonable to
concl ude that such a child cannot be placed with adoptive
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parents wi t hout providing adoption assistance under this
section or nmedical assistance under Title XIX, and (B)
that, except where it would be against the best interests
of the child because of such factors as the existence of
significant enotional ties wth prospective adoptive
parents while in the care of such parents as a foster
child, a reasonable, but unsuccessful, effort has been
nmade to place the child with appropriate adoptive parents
wi t hout providi ng adopti on assi stance under this section
or nedi cal assistance under Title X X'.

New York State definitions (see Section 451 of the Soci al
Services Law and Departnent Regul ation 421.24(a)) are
as follows:

(1) Child - Shall nean a person under the age of 21
years whose guardianship and custody have been
comitted to a social services official or a
vol untary authorized agency prior to such person's
18th birthday or a person under the age of 21 whose
guardi anshi p and custody have not been conmitted to
a social services agency if an application for
adopti on subsidy subnmitted on behal f of such person
is accepted by such official or agency prior to each
commi t nent .

(2) Handicapped Child - shall nean a child who possesses
a specific physical or enmptional condition or
disability of such severity or kind which, in the
opi nion of the New York State Departnment of Soci al
Services, would constitute a significant obstacle to
the child' s adoption.

This child has been di agnosed as havi ng:

-- a nedical or dental condition which wll require
repeated or frequent hospitalization, treatnment or
foll owup care

-- a physical handicap, by reason of physical defect or
deformty, whet her congenital or acquired by
accident, injury, or disease, which nmakes or nay be
expected to nmake a child totally or partially
i ncapacitated for education or for renunerative
occupation, as provided in Sections 1002 and 4001 of
t he Education Law, or which nmakes or may be expected
to make a child handi capped as provided in Section
2851 of the Public Health Law,
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a substantial disfigurement such as the loss or
def or mati on of faci al f eat ur es, torso, or
extremties;

a diagnosed personality or behavioral probl em
psychiatric di sorder, serious i ntell ectua
i ncapacity or brain damage which seriously affects

t he

child's ability to relate to his peers and/or

authority figures, including nental retardation or
devel opnental disability;

Har d-t o- Pl ace Child - A child, other than a

handi capped chil d:

(i) who has not been placed for adoption
within six nonths from the date his or her
guar di anshi p and custody were comrtted to the
soci al services official or the voluntary
aut hori zed agency; or

(ii) who has not been placed for adoption
within six nonths from the date a previous
adoption placenent term nated and the child was
returned to the care of the social services
official or the voluntary authorized agency; or

(iii) who neets any of the conditions |isted
in cl auses (a) t hr ough (f) of this
subpar agr aph, whi ch t he New York State

Depart nent of Social Services has identified as
constituting a significant obstacle to a
child's adoption, notwi t hstanding that the
child has been in the guardi anship and custody
of the social services official or voluntary
aut hori zed agency for |ess than six nonths:

(a) the child is one of a group of two
siblings (including hal f - si bl i ngs)
who are free for adoption and it is
consi dered necessary that the group
be pl aced t oget her pursuant to
18 NYCRR  Secti ons 421.2(e) and
421.18(d); and

(1) at least one of the children is
five years old or older; or
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(2) at least one of the children is
a nmenber of a mnority group
whi ch is substantially
overrepresent ed in New York
State foster care in relation to
the percentage of that group to
the State's total population; or

(3) at least one of the children is
otherwise eligible for subsidy
in accor dance with t he
provi sions of this subdivision

the child is the sibling or half-
sibling of a child already adopted
and it is considered necessary that
such children be placed t oget her
pur suant to 18 NYCRR Secti ons
421.2(e) and 421.18(d) of this Part;
and

(1) the child to be adopted is five
years old or older; or

(2) the child is a nenber of a
mnority group whi ch is
substantially overrepresented in
New York State foster care in
relation to the percentage of
that group to the State's total
popul ation; or

(3) the si bling or half-sibling
al ready adopted is eligible for
subsi dy or woul d have been
eligible for subsi dy i f
application had been nade at the
time of or prior to t he
adopti on;

the child is one of a group of three
or nore siblings (including half-
siblings) who are free for adoption
and it is considered necessary that
the group be placed together pursuant
to 18 NYCRR Sections 421.2(e) and
421.18(d); or
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(d) the child is eight years old or ol der
and is a nenmber of a mnority group
whi ch is substantially
overrepresented in New York State
foster care in relation to t he
per cent age of that group to the
State's total population; or

(e) the child is 10 years old or ol der
or

(f) the <child is hard to place wth
parents other than his/her present
foster parents because he/she has
been in care wth the sanme foster
parents for 18 nonths or nore and has
devel oped a strong attachnent to
hi s/ her foster parents while in their
care such that separation fromthem
woul d adversely affect the «child's
devel opnent.

New York State's own hard-to-place definition for

pur poses of State funded adoption subsidies is broader than

t he

federal definition, i.e., those children who have been

freed for six nonths or nore and have not been placed are

consi

dered to be "hard-to-place" children by this State, but

do not neet the federal definition.

b

Adopti on Assi stance Agreenent-Section 475(3) of the SSA
defines this agreement as: "a witten agreenent, binding
on the parties to the agreenent, between the State
agency, other relevant agencies, and the prospective
adoptive parents of a minor child which at a mninum (A
speci fies the anmbunts of the adoption assistance paynents
and any additional services and assistance which are to
be provided as part of such agreenent, and (B) stipul ates
that the agreenent shall renmain in effect regardless of
the State of which the adoptive parents are residents at
any given tine. The agreenent shall contain provisions
for the protection (under an interstate conpact approved
by the Secretary or otherwise) of the interests of the
child in cases where the adoptive parents and child nove
to another State while the agreenent is effective".
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Clause B noted in the preceding paragraph is effective
for adoption assistance paynents entered into after
Sept enber 30, 1983. However, Section 457 of the SSL
requires that adoption subsidy paynents be nmade even if
the child and his adoptive parents nove from New York
State.

Adoption Assistance Paynents - Those adoption assi stance
paynments to Title IV-E eligible children under the Title
| V-E program which are subject to federal reinbursenent.

Adoption Services - (Code 01) - Assisting a child to
secure an adoptive hone through: counsel i ng with
bi ol ogi cal parent or |egal guardi an concerning surrender
of, or legal term nation of parental rights with regard
to a child; counseling for famlies after placenent;
supervision of children in adoptive hones wuntil |egal
adoption; and counseling of adoptive famlies after |ega
adoption and also activities for t hose children
qualifying for the state subsidy program

Adopti on Assistance (Code 81) - Those activities directly
rel ated or considered necessary for the adnministration of
the Title |IV-E Adoption Assistance. Those activities
which are considered to be directly related to the
adm ni stration of these prograns are: the evaluation of
the child' s placenent needs; preplacenment planning; the
recruitnent, st udy and eval uation of i nterested
prospective adoptive parents; the determination of
eligibility of the child and the adoptive parents to
receive Federal Adoption Assistance; negoti ati on and
review of the adoption agreement with the adoptive
parents; post placenent rmanagenent of the paynents if
requested by the parents; participation in any fair
heari ng or appeal process and ot her directly
rel ated/administrative activities. |In order to carry out
efficient and appropriate administration of Title IV-E
Adoption Assi stance, certain other activities are
consi dered necessary such as devel opment of a case plan

recruitnment of adoption hone, honme studies, placenent of
a child in an adoptive honeg, case reviews, case
nmanagenent or supervision occuring during the period
between placenent and the final adoption decree and
referral activities to receive services.
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NOTE: For a conprehensive reference of adoption
practices, policies and types of subsidies, the Adoption
Servi ces Program Manual should be the primary docunent
used.

2. Cat egorical/Financial Eligibility

a.

b

Cat egori cal Rel ationship

Title IV-E reinbursenent is available as of April 1,

1982, for care and nmintenance paynents for those
children who are adopted with subsidy on or after Cctober
1, 1980, (were still receiving the subsidy as of April 1,

1982), and who are also eligible for either the SSI or
ADC program at the tine when the adoption petition was

filed. Addi tional ly, these children nust neet the
criteria of a child with "special needs" (see Definitions
on page 27). Only if a child neets all the above

conditions can Title IV-E Adoption Assi st ance be
avai |l abl e.

SSI  or ADC rel atedness of the child nust be revi ewed at
the tine when the adoption petition is filed. Al though a
redetermnation for Title |V-E Foster Care nay have been
done within six nonths prior to the filing of the
adoption petition, a specific reviewfor Title IV-E, SSI
or AFDC nust be conpleted at this point. Eligibility for
either program nust be docunmented in the child' s case
record. The DSS-3912 "Eligibility for Title I V-E
Adoption Assistance" form nust be conpleted (see 838 ADM
16).

It should be noted that weligibility for Title IV-E
Adoption Assistance can also be established through a
child s eligibility for the SSI program

Financial Eligibility

(1) I ncome-Adoptive Parent

There is not a neans test for the adoptive

parent(s) to determine eligibility for Title IV-E
Adopti on Assistance paynents. Departnent regul ation
18NYCRR  421. 24 sets forth the procedure for
application of income in determning the anmount of
subsidy to be granted.
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In those i nstances when adoptive parents elect to
receive Adoption Assistance paynents in an anount
less than specified by Departnent regul ati on
18NYCRR 421.24(c)(12), an agreenent nust be signed
stating that they voluntarily agree to accept the
| esser anount.

(2) Inconme-Child

At the tinme the adoption petitionis filed, it must
be shown that the child is financially needy through
their eligibility for either the ADC, Title IV-E
Foster Care, or SSI Program

c. Docunent ati on

In the child's case record (post-finalization record),
the child's relatedness to ADC or SSI must be noted.
Al so, the "Special Needs" of the adopted child which
qualify himher for the Title |IV-E Adoption Assistance
must be docunent ed.

Programmatic Eligibility

Federal Requirenents-Federally reinbursable subsidies are
available for certain Title |IV-E Foster Care, ADC, or SS|
eligible children who have been adopt ed. These children may
receive such subsidies if:

-- the child has been determined to be a child with "speci al
needs"; and

-- adopti on assistance paynents are nmade pursuant to an
adopti on assi stance agreenent.

a. "Wth Special Needs"

Section 473(c) of the SSA provides that in order for a
child to be considered a child "with special needs", they
nmust neet certain requirenents (see definition of
"speci al needs" on page 27).

b. Adopti on Assi stance Agreenent

An adoption subsidy agreenent is required in each case
in order to receive federal reinbursement (see definition
on page 31).
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It is also required that the anmount of the Adoption
Assi st ance paynent is to be determined through the
agreenment with consideration given to the circunstances
of the parents adopting and the needs of the child being
adopted. The adoption assistance paynents may not exceed
the foster care maintenance paynments that woul d have been
paid had the child been in a fanily foster hone.

The amount of the Adoption Assistance paynent can be
adj usted up to the maxi num al | owabl e paynent, with the
concurrance of the adoptive parents, when the projected
needs of the child change.

Any nmi nt enance subsidy paynents pai d above 100% of the
foster care board rate would not be subject to federa
rei nbur sement .

Non- Recurring Adopti on Expenses

The Tax Reform Act of 1986 anended Title IV-E to provide
for federal reinbursement to the States to pay for non-
recurring adopti on expenses. Chapter 315 of the Laws of
1988 whi ch added Section 453-a of the SSL, provided for
the federal provisions for payment of non-recurring
adopti on expenses. The 90 day period of increased
subsidy payment ("transitional paynents") was repeal ed.
89 INF-28 provides instruction on the non-recurring
expenses (Al so, see Adoption Services Program Manual).

Social services districts should nmake paynents for non-
recurring expenses incurred by or on behalf of the
adoptive parents of a child with special needs, when such
expenses are incurred in connection with the adoption of
a child with special needs through an authorized agency.
The <child does not need to be IV-E eligible for
rei mbursement of these expenses. The paynments shal |l be
made by the social services district either to the
adoptive parents directly or to the authorized agency on
behal f of the adoptive parents.

Rel ati onship of State Requirenents to t he Feder a
Requi renent s

The simlarities bet ween t he State and federa
requirenents are readily apparent. However, eligibility
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for an adoption subsidy is nore broadly defined by New
Yor k than the federal government, which makes it
necessary to distinguish between the two and identify the
limts of federal participation

There are three areas that require definition for subsidy
eligibility:

(1) age of child
(2) initiation of subsidy
(3) special needs versus hard-to-place.

Federal reinbursenent is available as of April 1, 1982,
for eligible children adopted after Cctober 1, 1980. The
State adoption subsidy programw || continue to reinburse
social services districts for expenditures nade for
children who are eligible for State subsidies and
adopted prior to Cctober 1, 1980, or after Cctober 1,
1980, but do not neet federal eligibility requirenents.

(1) Age - Federal participation is allowed up to the
ei ghteenth birthday and it may be continued only if
it is determined that the handi capping condition
warrants continuation beyond age 18, and then only
to the child's twenty-first birthday (See Section
473(a) (4) of the SSA).

Section 453(1) (a) of t he SSL and 18NYCRR
424.24(c) (15) of the Departnent Regul ations provide
for State participation up to age 21 for a child in
recei pt of subsidy where the child continues to be
financially dependent on the parent. |In cases where
federal reinbursenent is lost at age 18 as a result
of t he handi cappi ng condition not warranting
continued paynent to age 21, a State reinbursable

subsidy nust be authorized until the child attains
the age of 21, if they were eligible at the tinme of
t he adoption and State eligibility otherw se
continues (See 453(1)(c) of the SSL).

(2) Initiation of Subsidy - Generally, adoption subsidy
paynments for children begin only after an adoption
subsi dy agreenment has been signed, and the adoption

has been finalized. In cases where the foster
parent is to becone the adoptive parent, foster care
paynments wll be continued up to the tine of

finalization.
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For treatment of subsidies for children who will be
adopted by parents other than foster parents, see
Depart ment Regul ation 421.24(c)(2).

NOTE: Upon the death of both adoptive parents, Title IV-E
subsi dy paynments cannot be conti nued. However, State/loca

subsi dy paynents would replace the Title [|V-E subsidy, and
continue to be nmde to the |legal guardian(s) of an adopted
child until the child attains the age of 21

(3) Special Needs - In order to recei ve f edera
rei nbur sement, a child nust be deternmined to have
"speci al needs" (See p.27). Children neeting the

State's definition of a handi capped or hard-to-place
child (Departnment regul ation 18NYCRR 421. 24(a) (2)
and (3)) nay al so be eligible for federa

Adoption Assi stance. However, t hose children
receiving a subsidy solely on the basis of having
been freed for six nmonths wthout being placed
(Departnent regulation 18NYCRR 421.24(a)(3)(i) and
(ii)) are not eligible for federal Title IV-E
Adopti on Assi stance.

NOTE: 88 ADM 16 provides instructions on Title |IV-E Adoption
Assistance eligibility, and the use of the required DSS-3912
form the Title IV-E Adoption Assistance Eligibility Form
Al so the Adoption Services Program Manual shoul d be referenced
for discussion of subsidy.

Annual Revi ew

The social services district shall determine on an annua
basis that the adoptive parents continue to be Ilegally
responsi ble for the child's support, and that the child is in
fact in receipt of support fromthe parents (See Departnental
regul ati on 18NYCRR 426.5(e)). The annual review nust docunent
in the case records |legal responsibility for support of the
child and actual receipt of support.

If the adoptive parents are no |longer legally responsible for
the support of the child or the child is no | onger receiving
any support from such parents, no further adoption subsidy
paynments may be nmade (Section 453(1)(c) of the SSL).

NOTE: There is no review of income or resources eligibility
for the parents or <child for the continuation of adoption
subsi dy, medi cal  subsi dy, or Medical Assistance (that
is, when eligibility for MAis provided pursuant to a Title
| V- E adoption subsidy agreenent or under the provisions of
COBRA) .
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5. Aut hori zati on
The services authorization document DSS-2970 will be wused to
authorize both Adoption Assistance and Adoption Services
expendi t ures.
An authorization may only be generated for a six nonth period
(due to pr esent system linitations). However, once
eligibility has been established neither the categorica
rel ati onship nor the financial eligibility need to be
redet er m ned. If it is determ ned at the annual review that
the adoptive parents are no longer legally responsible or the
child no longer is in receipt of support fromthe parents, the
paynment s nust be di sconti nued. The conditions for
continuation of a Title IV-E or state and | ocal subsidy shoul d
be reviewed prior to an authorization.

6. Medi cal Assi stance

A child who is eligible for and in receipt of Title IV-E
Adopti on Assistance paynments is automatically eligible for
Medi cal Assi stance coverage and for the purpose of eligibility
for medi cal assistance is deened to be a recipient of ADC

When a Title | V-E Adoption Assistance paynent is authorized,
federal law and regulation requires that MA nust be provided
for the adopted child. State | aw al so requires provision of
Medi cal Assistance for Title IV-E eligible children (Section
453(1)(b) of the SSL).

NOTE: If a child whose guardianship and custody has been
conmitted to a voluntary authorized agency, is adopted with a
| V-E subsidy, then a local social services district should
open up an MA case for the child.

State regul ations require that, when evaluating what nedica
coverage is available to a child being adopted, eligibility
for State nedical subsidy should only be considered if a child
is not MAeligible

It should be noted that for the State nedical subsidy program

there is no federal reinbursenent. However , since federa
rei mbursement is available for Medical Assistance, eligibility
for Medical Assistance should be deternmined in all instances

where a child would qualify for a nedical subsidy, and if the
child is MAeligible, the State nedical subsidy should not be
given. However, if the child | oses MA coverage before age 21
then the nedi cal subsidy should be authorized up to age 21, if
the child was eligible for Medical Assistance at the tinme of
adopti on.
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COBRA (the Consolidated Omibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1985) includes provisions covering Medical Assistance for
Title I'V-E and sone ot her handi capped adopted chil dren

(1) A Title IV-E Adoption Assistance paynent is not required
for the purpose of automatic eligibility for MA Thus,
the need for a "token" |V-E paynent was elini nated.

(2) The requirement that the adoption be finalized in order
to grant MA was elimnated as of October 1, 1986
MA may be automatically provided to those children
determned to be Title IV-E eligible as soon as the
adopti on assistance agreenent has been signed by the
respective parties and approved by New York State
Depart nent of Social Services.

(3) Non-Title IV-E children for whomthere exists special
nedi cal or rehabilitative needs which make placenent for
adoption w thout ©MA coverage difficult, nmay be eligible
for MA when a non-Title |IV-E adoption subsidy agreenent
is in effect.

In order to qualify under this provision, the child nust
have been in receipt of or eligible for MAin the three
nonth period prior to the adoption subsidy agreenent
bei ng entered into.

This COBRA provision ext ends MA  eligibility to
handi capped children who are not eligible for Title IV-E
Adoption Assistance, wthout regard to the incone and
resources of the adoptive parents. Al t hough this
provision applies to adoption subsidy agreenments which
were entered into before, on, or after April 7, 1986,
f eder al rei nbursement is not available for nedica

coverage for periods prior to April 1, 1986.

Al l ocation of Adm nistrative Costs

The mai n consi deration relative to cost al | ocation
requirenents for adoption activities is the need to identify
and differentiate those el enents of Adoption Assistance which
are Title IV-E eligible fromthe Adoption Services activities
only clai mabl e under the Social Services Block Grant or from
State and local 75/25 funding (Section 372-b of the SSL).
Thi s has been acconplished through the use of an additiona
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(Code 81) to identify Adoption Assistance from Adoption
Servi ces (Code 01). These changes have been effected in the
WS system including SSRR They have al so been included in
the nodification to the Random Monent Sanple (RMS) procedures
for NYC Manual Bulletin 143-b should be referenced for
addi ti onal specifics on cost allocation procedures.

V. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A Foster Care

1

Eligibility Process

The following actions are necessary to det er m ne t he

eligibility status for all children being placed in foster

care:

a. An application rmust be made by the child' s parents, other
rel atives, or by an authorized representative of the

agency having the care and custody or custody and
guar di anshi p of the child.

The DSS-2921 (WS Common Application Forn) nust be
conpl eted and si gned.

The children who neet the following Title IV-E
requi renents (see Departnent regul ation 18NYCRR Part 426)
are eligible for federal reinbursenent:

(1) The <child nmust neet the age requirenents specified
in Department regulation 18 NYCRR 369. 2(c). Title
IV-E eligibility is limted to children under 18 and
to children under 19 years of age who are full-tine
students expected to conplete a program of secondary
school or the equivalent |I|evel of vocational or
technical training before reaching age 19. Beyond
19 years of age, a child's foster care expenses are
federally non-participating (FNP)

(2) The <child was removed fromhis or her hone pursuant

to a judicial determnation, or pursuant to a
vol untary placenment agreenent as allowed by P.L. 96-
272.

(3) Responsibility for care and pl acenent was

voluntarily given to or inmposed by court order to
the social services official or the Division for
Yout h (DFY).
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(4) Care is provided in a certified, |I|icensed, or

approved setting.

(5) The child nust have a relationship to ADC (see page
7).

b. Eligibility should be determ ned by the social services
district within 30 days of the date of application

Processing of Division for Youth Cases

The New York State Departnment of Social Services and the

New York State Division for Youth (DFY) have an |nteragency
Agreenent which provides for the subm ssion of Title |IV-E and
Medi cal Assistance applications to social services districts
for children placed in DFY custody. The social services
di stricts should process these cases expeditiously and render
eligibility decisions to DFY. Title |1V-E cases are also
subject to the foster care redeterm nation requirenents. DFY
is responsible for providing sufficient information to a
social services district so that Title IV-E eligibility can be
det er m ned. DFY also is required to supply information on
third party health insurance avail able to youths for whom NA
applications are being submtted.

Redet er mi nati ons

Title IV-E Foster Care cases nust be reviewed for the
following criteria every six nonths:

a. AGE - The child nust continue to neet the age
gualifications as specified in section V(a)(1l) (page 40).

b. Judicial Determination - The court order placing the
child in the care and custody or custody and guardi anship
of the social services official or a public agency nmnust
remain in effect.

C. Financial Eligibility - Only the child's incone and
resources shall be considered in a redeterm nation for
Title I'V-E Foster Care. Under Title IV-E, the child's
net income nmust not exceed 185% of the applicable foster
care need standard which consists of all foster care
costs: care and nmintenance, adm nistrative costs,
clothing all owance, and any special paynents.
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Parental Deprivation - A parental deprivation factor nust
exi st and be docunent ed for bot h the initial
determ nati on and each redeterm nation thereafter. The
parental deprivation is based on the hone from which the
child was renoved

Any change in parental status which affects eligibility
nmust be reviewed. If the child no |longer neets the
deprivation requirement, the case is no longer eligible
for Title IV-E Foster Care and a case status change nust
occur. I f on subsequent redeterninations of eligibility
a deprivation factor is found to exist, the case should
revert back to a Federal reinbursenment status under Title
| V-E.

Services - A witten case plan nmust be reviewed not |ess
frequently than every six nmonths and nust be part of the
child's case record (Departnent regulation 18 NYCRR
428. 9.

Foster Care Placenment - The child nust be placed in a
certified, |I|icensed or approved foster fanmly hone or be
receiving foster care in a non-profit private child care
institution or an aut hori zed public child care
institution which accormmpdates no nore than 25 children
and which is a State licensed or approved facility but
not a facility operated prinmarily for the detention of
children who are determ ned to be delinquent.

Included as FFP eligible foster care placenents are
Di vision for Youth foster hones, and DFY residential care
facilities which have been designated as neeting Title
| V-E requirenents.

If all criteria are not net when cases are redeterm ned
for continuing Title |IV-E foster care eligibility, the
case status nust revert to non-Title | V-E (FNP)

If a child ceases to be eligible for Title IV-E, t he

wor ker should then review the case to deternine if the child
coul d be considered for the Suppl enental Security Incone (SSI)
program If there are conditions which may render the child
eligible for SSI, an application for SSI should be submitted
to the Social Security Adm nistration.
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4. Aut hori zati on
In the previous authorization section on page 22, it was
stated that the services authorization document serves as the
basis for authorizing all aspects of foster care. However, to
provi de Medi cal Assistance to these children, it is necessary
to establish either a Title IV-E or an MA Only case, using the
WVS non-services application and full data entry processes.
Pursuant to 18NYCRR 360-2.2(e), redeterm nati ons of MA
eligibility are required at |east once every 12 nonths, but
may be conpl eted nore frequently, in accordance wth socia
services districts' procedures.

5. Medi cal Assi stance
As discussed in Section IV (p.24), those foster children who
neet the requirements of Title IV-E are autonatically eligible
for Medical Assistance.
For all other children in foster care, eligibility for MA nust
be deternmined in accordance with the instructions contained in
Admi ni strative Directive 81 ADM 10, using the inconme and
resource standards as outlined in 93 ADM 6.

6. Systens | nplications

a. WB/ MM S | nstructions

It is necessary to establish a non-services case to
provi de Medi cal Assistance to foster care individuals in
a Service Case.

When children neet Title |V-E Foster Care criteria, case
Type 13 shoul d be opened.

When children do not neet the Title IV-E Foster Care

criteria, a full financial determination of eligibility
for MA (with Federal participation under Title XIX) is
necessary. These children woul d be opened as case type
20.

b. Servi ces Systens Instructions

(1). Case Opening Processing - Cases and individuals are
registered in WMB via the Application Registration
process. The clearance report is evaluated for
current or previous ADC eligibility. Individuals
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currently in recei pt of ADC neet the ADC
eligibility requirements (when children have been
included in an active ADC case solely as an
essential person, these cases should be reviewed
for parental deprivation as required for Title IV-E
eligibility).

The circunstances for a child who would have been
eligible for ADC if application had been made in the
nonth of placenment nust be docunented in the case
record.

I ndividuals deternmined Title IV-E eligible wll be
encoded with an eligibility code of 02 on the
Services Application

I ndi vi dual s eligible for Title I V-E are
automatically Title X X eligible and nust have a
correspondi ng non-servi ces case (ADC-case type 13-
Upstat e Ol y) opened for purposes of Medica

Assi stance coverage. For New York Cty, SERVA
processing will provide appropriate MA coverage. In
those districts where Incone Miintenance or MA staff
are responsible for the non-services processing,
Services staff should nmake referrals for processing
using current procedures. In districts wher e
Services staff are responsible for processing the
non-servi ces cases, the correspondi ng ADC-case type
13 shoul d be opened.

I ndi vi dual s who do not neet Title IV-E eligibility
requirenents need an appropriate Servi ces
eligibility determ nation. Non-Title IV-E eligible
children must have a separate MA Only application
processed for determination of eligibility for Title
XIX (MA). |If the childis MAeligible, the district
shoul d open the MA case (Case Type 20 for non | V-E)
and encode t he Services Application wth an
eligibility code of 08-MNA.

Each child receiving foster care nust be tracked via
the CCRS Supplenental Registration process. Al l
appropriate Assessnment Service Plans, novenent and
| egal activities nmust be reported.

Social Services Reporting Requirenents ( SSRR) -
Foster Care reporting of SSRR time by upstate
counties and via the Random Monment Study in New
York City nust be reported as appropriate to one of
the follow ng activities: Fam |y or Child
Counsel i ng/ Treatnment-code 08 (Title XX funded),
Case Managenent - code 88
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(Title 1V-E funded) and Deternini ng/ Redet erm ni ng
Eligibility-code 98 (Title I V-E funded).
Definitions of these activities can be referenced
on page 7 of this directive or in the Integrated
Services Information Systens (ISIS) Manual, section

el even.

(3). Recertification/Redeterm nation-Individuals who
conti nue to be Title IV-E eligible would be
recertified in the prescribed manner. I ndi vi dual s

who are no longer Title IV-E eligible nust be
recertified with an appropriate eligibility code of
other than 02 (FCAA). These requirements can be
referenced in Section 3 (Periodic Redetermn nation)
on page 10), of this directive.

B. Adoption Assistance

1. Eligibility Process

For adoptions finalized on or after Cctober 1, 1980
(Adoptions finalized prior to 10/1/80) are not eligible
for |IV-E reinbursenent):

(1) Financial

Rel at edness to either the Title |IV-E SSI or ADC
program rmust be established at the tine that the
adoption petition is filed. Although the last Title
IV-E redetermination may have been conpleted | ess
than six nonths prior to the adoption petition being
filed, neverthel ess, the case nust be revi ewed again
to confirmongoing relatedness to either the |V-E,
ADC or SSI program

Feder al r ei mbur sement for Adoption Assistance
paynents is avail able once the subsidy agreenent is
signed, and the child is placed in the hone.

(2) Programmmtic

The fol | owi ng criteria nmust also be nmet in
determning initial and continuing eligibility for
Title | V-E Adoption Assi stance.

(a) The child in accordance wth Departnent
regul ati on 18NYCRR 421.24 was determined to
have a specific factor or condition because of
which it is reasonable to conclude that the
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child cannot be placed w thout adoption
assistance, or that the child was adopted by
his foster parents after having been with that
fam |y at |east eighteen nonths. If the child
is not placed with foster parents and he
receives a subsidy solely on the basis of
having been freed for six nonths w thout being
placed, he or she is not programmtically
eligible for a federal subsidy.

At the tinme the adoption petitionis filed the
child nust neet t he ADC relationship
requirenent specified in Section 2(a)(p. 33)
whi ch includes receipt of Title |IV-E foster
care or that the eligibility requirenents of
t he Suppl enental Security Income Program (SSI)
were net. When attenpting to ascertain an SSI
relationship, a referral nust be nmade for a
disability reviewto deternmine if a child neets
the categorical requirenents of t he SSi
Pr ogr am The MA Disability Manual contains
further information on disability reviews.

The requirements of Section 372-f of the SSL
have been net, i.e., registration wth the
St at ewi de Adoption Service and, when required,
the child has been photo-Iisted.

An adoption agreenent has been executed prior
to the final decree of adoption

The child shall not have attained the age of
18, or age 21 if it is determ ned by the social
services district that the child has a nental
or physi cal handi cap whi ch warrants
continuation of assistance. It shall be noted
t hat subsidy under the State program continues
to the age of 21.

The adoptive parents nmust continue to be
legally responsible for the support of the
child and the <child continues to receive
support.

Revi ew

Once eligibility for Adoption Assistance paynents

under

Title IV-E is established, annual reviews are

necessary. The only issue in these reviews is to
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verify that the adoptive parents continue to be
I egal ly responsible for the support of the child,
and that the child continues to receive such
support. This is not a review for i ncone
eligibility or subsidy change.

Medi cal Assi stance

Only those adopted children who nmeet the requirenents of
Title IV-E are autonatically eligible for MA and are to
be provi ded with MA coverage. Children who are
handi capped and neet the COBRA requirenents (see page 39)
are eligible for nedical assistance. Oherwise, famlies
of children who are not eligible for MA should be advi sed
of the availability of the MA programand given the
option to apply for MA if they choose

Those children deternined to be ineligible for MA nmay
qualify to receive a nedical subsidy in accordance with

Section 454 of the SSL. It is inmportant to note that MA
is federally reinbursable while the nedical subsidy is
not . Therefore, a child should not receive a nedica

subsidy wunless an eligibility determ nation for MA has
been done, and the child found to be ineligible for NA

State participation in the cost of nedical care furnished
to t hose children who receive the State nedica

subsi di es, should be clained in accor dance with
i nstructions from the Bur eau of Local Financial
perations. (See Fiscal Reference Manual, Vol. 11, Ch.
3).

For those children who are receiving non |IV-E adoption
subsi dies, and who are not eligible for MA via COBRA
eligibility for M\ nust be determ ned. The child's
eligibility must be based upon a househol d si ze
consisting of hinself or herself, his or her adoptive
parents as legally responsible relatives and any other
famly nmenbers who may be applying, wth all the incone
and, if applicable the resources of the applicants and
responsi ble relatives, i ncludi ng the adopti on subsi dy,
considered in this determnation. O course, the famly
is to be given the option of choosing who shall apply for
assistance so as to make the choice nost beneficial to
the famly
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Systens | nplications

a.

NOTE:

WB/ MM S | nstructions

At present it is necessary to establish a non-
services case to provide MA to adoption assistance
i ndividuals in a service case.

When children neet Title |V-E Adoption Assistance
criteria, case Type 20 nust be opened

When children do not neet the Title IV-E criteria,
full financial determnation of eligibility for M
(with federal participation under Title XIX) is
necessary. These children woul d be opened as case
Type 20.

Only those children eligible for MA are to be

included in MM S and assigned an MA ID Card

b

Services Systenms Instructions

1. Case Qpeni ng Processing

The process for opening a case for adoption
assi stance depends on whether the case was
opened prior to or subsequent to finalization

(a) Prior to Finalization - Processing a
Subsidy - the child, as a fanmly (case) of
one, 1is opened in the Services conponent

of the WIlfare Managenment System The
eligibility of the child will depend upon
the foster care status of the child. | f
the adoptive parents are certified foster
parents and the child is Title IV-E
eligible, eligibility code 02 (Title |IV-E)
shoul d be ent er ed on the Services
Application and the corresponding Non-
Services case (Case Type 13) should be
opened for MA coverage. In this instance,
mai nt enance and admini strative costs woul d
be Title IV-E foster care reinbursable.
If the prospective adoptive parents are
not certified or approved foster parents
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or the <childis not Title IV-E eligible,
the child nust have a separate MA Only
application processed for determ nation of
eligibility for Title XIX (M. If the
child is MA eligible, open the MA case and
encode the Services Application wth an
eligibility code of 08 (Case Type 20). |If
the child is not Title X X eligible, a
Services incone eligibility determ nation
shoul d be made and if Incone Eligible, the
Servi ces Application encoded with an
eligibility code of 14-Inconme Eligible.
Conplete case processing wth Full Data
Entry (FDE), conpletion of the Services
Financial Eligibility D splay/Turnaround
(SFED/ T) authorizing the adoption subsidy
as a purchase of service and supervisory
revi ew and approval. Each child receiving
Adoption Assistance nust be tracked via
t he CCRS Suppl enent al Regi stration
process. Al l appropriate Assessment
Service Plans, novenent, adoption, and
| egal activities nmust be reported.

When the adoption is finalized, the W/WbB
Services case is closed using reason code
573- Adoption Subsidized or code 574-
Adopti on Not Subsi di zed. The
correspondi ng non-services Case Type (13
or 20) nust al so be closed.

Subsequent to finalization - the child, as
a famly of one, would be opened in the
Servi ces conponent of t he Wl fare
Management System using a new case nunber,
the child' s adoptive nane and a new client
i dentification nunber.

If the childis Title IV-E eligible, enter
02 as the eligibility code. |If Title IV-E
eligible, open the non-services Case Type
20 for MA coverage.

If the childis not Title |IV-E eligible,
use the appropriate eligibility code.

No CCRS Suppl enental Regi stration is
required.
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Recertification/ Redeterm nati on

Recertification of children subsequent to
finalization wll be done every six nonths in
WVEB.

Soci al Services Reporting Requirenents

Adoption Assistance reporting of SSRRtime for
upstate counties and via the Random Monent
Study for New York City nmust be reported to the
appropriate activities of Adoption/Casework
Counseling-code 01 (Title XX funded) and
Adopti on Assi st ance- code 81 (Title I V-E
funded). Definitions of these activities can
be referenced on page 32 of this directive.

This Admi nistrative Directive will be effective Novenber 17, 1993.

Frank Puig

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi sion of Services and Community
Devel opnent



