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DI VISION:  Services and
TO Conmi ssi oners of Social Services Conmuni ty
Directors of Authorized Agencies Devel opnent

DATE: Decenber 1, 1993

SUBJECT: Adopti on Subsi dy Paynents:
Annual | ncone Standards

SUGGESTED

DI STRI BUTI ON: Foster Care Staff
Adoption Staff
Child Wl fare Executive and Supervisory Staff
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Your Regional O fice Director
Metropolitan, Fred Cantlo, Dir.,[0fg010] 212-383-1788
Al bany, John O Connor, Dir.,[rof 015] 518-432-2751
Syracuse, Jack Klunmp, Dir.,[89w005] 315-423-1200
Rochester, Linda Kurtz, Dir.,[0fh010] 716-238-8201
Buf fal o, Linda Brown, Dir.,[-89d421] 716-347-3145

ATTACHVENTS: Copy of Anendnment to 18NYCRR 421.24(a) and (c)
(Not available on Iine)
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The purpose of this release is to remnd social services districts and
vol untary authorized agenci es that the annual incone standards including the
"Annual Income Schedule (AD-1)" found in section 421.24 of Departnent
regul ati ons were anended effective Decenber 19, 1992. Al districts that
use the annual inconme standards to determine nonthly subsidy paynents nust
use the revised standards.

REASONS

FOR AMENDMENTS

_ Section 421.24(a) and (c) was anended to:

CHANGES

nore accurately reflect the requirenents of section 453(3) of the
Social Services Law (SSL) including the provision that the amount of
the adoption subsi dy paynent not be less than 75 percent nor nore
than 100 percent of the applicable board rate, and the two options
whi ch | ocal social services districts are pernitted to use to ensure
conpliance with this provision.

repl ace the annual incone standards with standards that are based on
the nost recent federal incone official poverty line, as defined and
annual |y revised by the federal Ofice of Managenent and Budget; and

extend to the adoption subsidy programthe decision nmade by the
Departnment in 1988 to change the income eligibility standards for
services from standards based on state median income levels to
st andards based on the federal incone official poverty |level.

TO ANNUAL | NCOVE STANDARDS

_ New Definitions - paragraphs (8 and (9) were added to section

42

1.24(a) to define:

State incone standard neans the nost recent federal income official
poverty line (as defined and annually revised by the federal Ofice
of Managenent and Budget) updated by the Department for a famly
size of four and adjusted by the Departnent for famly size.

Thi s change neans that each year the annual incone standards used to
determ ne adoption subsidy paynents will change in accordance with
the annual changes nade to the state incone standard. This will
ensure that the amounts of the adoption subsidy payments nore
accurately reflect prevailing economc conditions. The State I|ncone
Eligibility Standards are published annually by the Departnment (see
92 INF-51 for the 1993 standards and 92 |[INF-47 for the 1994
standards which are effective 1/1/94). Adoption staff will be added
to the suggested distribution |ist. The nost recent standards nust
be used by districts when determ ni ng adopti on subsi dy paynents and
districts should ensure that staff responsible for deternining
subsi dy paynent anounts receive the published standards.
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- Applicable State incone standard neans 275 percent of the State

i ncone st andard.

This nmeans that the State incone standards for each fam |y size nust
be multiplied by 275 percent to obtain the appropriate applicable
state incone standard . For exanple, the 1993 state incone standard
for a famly size of two is $9, 792. The applicable state incone
standard for a fanmly size of two is 275%of $9,792 which is
$26, 928.

PLEASE NOTE: Schedul e AD-1 which represented sinilar calculations
for famly size but was based on the State nedian inconme |evel for

1987 has been deleted fromthe regul ations. It was del eted because
the process for amending regulation made it difficult to provide the
nost up to date incone standards in a tinely manner. I nstead, the

amendments now include a set formula which allows a district to
calculate the applicable State incone standard for a famly size
based on the nobst current State inconme standards. Consequent |y,
| ocal districts are able to update the annual incone standards as
soon as the Departnent publishes its annual State Inconme Eligibility
St andar ds.

_ Anended Procedures for Determining the Mnthly Subsidy Paynment -

(Section 421.24 (c¢) (7), (9), (11) and (12)).

The annual income of the person adopting a handi capped or hard to
place child my be considered only for the purpose of deternining
the anmobunt of the nonthly paynent. Income may not be wused to
determine eligibility for subsidy.

- If the annual incone of the person adopting the child is equal to
or less than the applicable incone standard, the nonthly paynent
nmust be 100 percent of the applicable board rate.

- |If the annual incone of the person adopting is greater than the
applicable state inconme standard, a district has two options in
determ ning the anount of the subsidy paynent:

1. The district may pay a 100 percent of the applicable board rate
regardl ess of the annual income, or

2. The district may pay |less than 100 percent, but not |ess than
75 percent of the applicable board rate based on the follow ng
forml a:

(a) calculate the annual incone of the person(s) adopting;

(b) determ ne what percentage the incone is of the applicable
State inconme standard; and

(c) wuse the revised schedule found in section 421.24 (c) (12)
(i) (b) (3) (Adoption Subsidy Paynent Schedul e) of Depart nent
regul ations to determ ne the anmount of the adoption subsidy to
be paid.
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The subsi dy paynment nust be based on the percent of the applicable
board rate indicated by the annual salary of the person(s) adopting
unl ess the person(s), voluntarily and in witing, requests and
agrees to a |lower rate.

The social services district is required to use the sanme option for
all subsidized adoptions. |If the district wi shes to change from one
option to the other option, the district nust informthe Departnent
inwiting of the intended change at Jleast 30 days prior to
the effective date of the change. Once the district changes to the
new y selected option, that option nust be wused in all subsidy
agreenents finalized after the effective date of the change.

a copy of the published regulations is attached for your information. The
92 INF-51 and 93 INF-47 are available in ELIB for those districts "on-

line".

For those districts not "on-line", hard copies of the rel eases were

distributed to each district.

Frank Puig
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi si on of Services
and Community Devel opnent



