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This is to advise you that,  as of October 19,  1993,  districts may use in-
kind or indirect services or non tax levy funds, including privately donated
funds,  to meet any portion or the whole of the local share of the cost  for
Non-Mandated or Community Preventive Services.  This change is the result of
the enactment of Chapter 340 of the Laws of 1993 which amends  Section  409-
b(1)  of the Social Services Law.   An amendment to 18 NYCRR 423.5(b)(2) and
(3) is currently in process.   This letter is being provided so that you may
act in accord with the revised statute,  pending promulgation of the revised
regulation.

Previously,  a district has been limited to meeting no more than one-half of
the  district's total annual share of the cost of Non-Mandated or Community
Preventive Services with  in-kind  or  indirect  services  or  non-tax  levy
(including  donated) funds.   Chapter 340 removes the restriction and allows
that the local share "may be met in whole or in part" by such  services  and
funds.

The  ability  to  use  donated or contributed services and funds to meet the
local share of Non-Mandated and Community Preventive Services  can  increase
the availability of resources and allow you greater flexibility in providing
preventive services in your  district.    It  can  allow  you  to  establish
programs for reaching families at an earlier stage of need than at the point
of imminent risk of foster care as in the provision of  Mandated  Preventive
Services.    It  can also be a means for increasing community participation,
for working with a wider range of community  agencies,   and  for  providing
greater inter-agency cooperation.
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I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  consider ways in which you might use this
opportunity to increase and improve the provision of preventive services  in
your  district.    Please contact your Regional Office as noted below if you
would like Department assistance in implementing any additions or changes in
your Preventive Services program.

                        Metropolitan Regional Office
                            Fred Cantlo,Director
                                212-383-1788
                                   0fg010

                           Albany Regional Office
                           John O'Connor, Director
                                518-432-2751
                                   r0f015

                          Syracuse Regional Office
                            Jack Klump, Director
                                315-423-1200
                                   89w005

                          Rochester Regional Office
                            Linda Kurtz, Director
                                716-238-8201
                                   0fh010

                           Buffalo Regional Office
                            Linda Brown, Director
                                716-847-3145
                                   89a421

                           ________________________________________________
                           Frank Puig
                           Deputy Commissioner
                           Division of Services and Community Development


