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SUGGESTED :
DISTRIBUTION: | Incone Maintenance Directors
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I Medical Assistance Directors
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PURPOSE

This rel ease notifies social service districts (SSDs) of an expansion
of the State's definition of "interim assistance". This new
definition is authorized under Chapter 41 of the Laws of 1992.

BACKGROUND

Interimassistance is assistance provided to a Supplenmental Security
Income (SSI) applicant while the applicant is waiting for an SSI
eligibility determination. The SSD recovers this assistance fromthe
initial retroactive SSI check(s).

Prior to the passage of Chapter 41, Section 211 of Social Services
Law limted interimassistance reinbursenent (IAR) to honme relief
(HR) paynments. Chapter 41 expands the definition of interim
assistance to include not only home relief but also any other
paynments nade from State or l|ocal funds furnished for basic needs.
Benefits financed in part with federal funds are not recoverable. As
a result of this statutory change, Departnent regul ations sections
370.5 and 370.7 have been anended and a new Part 359 has been added

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

This change will result in recovery of benefits that previously were
not recoverabl e.

Specifically, SSD' s can now recover interim assistance (l1A) from
Child WwWlfare (CW foster care (non |V-E) benefits provided to
i ndividuals awaiting an SSI determination if the individual has been
di scharged fromfoster care and the SSD is also recovering HR

REQUI RED ACTI ON

A. Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

When a SSD receives the initial SSI grant for an HR recipient,
the SSD nust review the recipient's records to deternine the
amount of HR benefits the recipient received during the IA
peri od.

The | A period begins on the date on which the recipient's SSI
eligibility begins or the date to which the recipient's SS|
benefits are reinstated after a period of suspension or
term nation. The 1 A period ends in the month in which the SSD
receives the initial or reinstated SSI check(s) or the follow ng
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nonth if the social services district cannot stop delivery of
the final public assistance paynent during the nonth the
i ndividual's SSI check(s) is received.

When the amobunt of the initial SSI payment is significantly
greater than the anmount of HR that can be recovered, the
district nmust now also review child welfare services records to
determine if the sane recipient had received non IV-E child
wel fare (CW foster care benefits during the A period. SSDs
may use 25%or nore as a guide to deternmine when an initial SSI
paynment is significantly greater than the ampbunt of HR that can
be recovered. If the HR recipient had received CWfoster care
benefits during the I A period, the district nust deternine the
amount of these CWpaynents and recover such paynents fromthe
client's initial SSI payment in the sane manner as HR paynents
are currently recovered.

NOTE: The mmi ntenance expenses paid by a SSD for a child placed
into residential care by a school district's Conmittee on
Speci al Education is not considered |IA and therefore
cannot be recovered.

An SSD wll be able to identify nost persons who potentially
received CWfoster care which can be recovered by targeting
clients who applied for SSI prior to the person's 21st birthday.

The SSD can determine if the SSI recipient applied for SSI prior
to his/her 21st birthday by conparing the individual's date of
birth found on WVS5, against the SSI eligibility date provided
by the Social Security Adm nistration (SSA) on the SSA-8125.

Exanple: An SSD receives a $6,000 initial SSI check (about 12
nonths of retroactive SSI benefits) for a 19 year old
who has only been on HR for the past 3 nonths. The
SSI  application date is one year ago. Si nce the
amount of SSI is far greater than the anobunt of HR
that can be recovered and the client is under 21, CW

is consulted. CWindi cates that this individual also
received CW paynments for 6 nonths after the SS|
application date. The SSD nust recover the HR

paynments for the 3 nonths and the CWpaynents for the
6 nonths during the interimperiod.

Fam |y and Chil dren Services

AR is frequently not available for forner CWfoster care cases
who have not noved onto HR because, without an HR
application, there night not be a signed |AR authorization.
However, if a SSD determines that a signed | AR authorization was
obt ai ned, the SSD may recover the anount of CW it authorized
during the | A period.
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C. Food St anps
Thi s change has no effect on food stanps. However, since these
clients are SSI househol ds, nor mal procedur es regardi ng
consi deration for separate household status or additiona
deductions rmust be foll owed. These procedures are outlined in
the Food Stanp Source Book, Section X-1-4.
D. Medi cal Assi stance
For Medi cal Assistance-Only purposes, retroactive SSI benefits
are disregarded as incone in the nonth received and as a
resource for six nmonths follow ng the nmonth of receipt.
V. EFFECTI VE DATE

This Administrative directive is effective February 1, 1994 to
Novenber 3, 1993.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



