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PURPOSE

The purpose of this directive is to advise social services
districts of t he requirenents for est abl i shing financi a

eligibility and appropriate claimng procedures for the children of
m nor parents who are placed together with their m nor parents, who

are thenselves foster children, in either famly foster hones or
residential care facilities, and for the children of mnor parents
who are pl aced t oget her in adoptive honmes wth subsidy.

Furthernore, this directive offers guidelines for social services
districts as to when conmssioner's custody of the child of the
m nor parent in foster care is appropriate and when custody of such
child should remain with his or her minor parent.

BACKGROUND

Section 9133 of the 1987 Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act (P.L.
100-203), anended Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (SSA),
effective April 1, 1988, to allow States to include in the foster
care nmmi ntenance paynent of those minor parents who are eligible
for foster care assistance under Title |V-E as foster children, and
who reside together with their child or children in a famly foster
honme or residential care facility, an amount equal to the foster
care rate payable for the mnmnor parent's child or children.
Essential ly, this provision nade it possible for the foster care
mai nt enance paynent to be expanded to include the needs of a child
living together in foster care wth his or her minor parent
who is a foster child. Because of the federal requirenment that a
child must have been renobved fromhis or her home and placed in
foster care away fromhis or her parent, the child of a minor
par ent, where both are placed together in foster care, is not
Title IV-E eligible in his or her own right. An anendnent to
Section 472 (h) of the SSA does however deem such children eligible
for Medicaid under Title XIX and eligible for services under Title
XX.

A child whose costs of foster care are covered by a Title IV-E
mai nt enance paynent being nade on behalf of his or her mnor
par ent, may now be eligible for adoption assistance if that child
has ot herw se been determned to be a child wth special needs
pursuant to Section 473(c) of the SSA

If the minor parent and child or children are separated, the needs
of the child can no | onger be included in the nmaintenance paynent
of the mnminor parent. In such cases, the child's Title IV-E
eligibility must be determ ned based on the «child's current and
i ndi vi dual circumnstances.

| mpl enenting federal rules, 45 CFR 223.20, pronul gated Decenber 9,
1991 by the federal Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces,
established that wunder Title IV-A, a child my not receive AFDC
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benefits if he or she lives with his or her nminor parent whose
Title |1V-E foster care mai ntenance paynent covers the needs of the
child. Such child nust be excluded fromthe AFDC assistance unit.
The need, incone and resources of the child in the deternination of
eligibility or paynment anpbunt to the AFDC famly nust be
di sregar ded.

In 1992, the Departnent surveyed social services districts
and the NYS Division For Youth, concerning the population of mnor
parents and their children who are placed together in foster care.
Data was gathered about the nunber of such placenents, case
practice issues and current |ocal procedures. The survey reveal ed
t hat during the survey period, twenty-two social services
districts, New York City and the NYS Division For Youth had nothers
and their infants placed together. A total of 288 mnor nothers
were found to be in foster care with their infant children. Anong
them they had 300 infant children.

It should be noted that throughout this adm nistrative directive we
refer to "m nor parents". Al t hough we did not find any cases of
children placed together wth their mnor fathers during the
survey, all programinplications and requirenments referenced in
this admnistrative directive apply to both mnor nothers or
fathers who have their children with them in foster care.
Additionally, the term"child" or "infant" will be used to refer to
the child or children of the m nor parent.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

A Custody guidelines for children of minor parents who are in
foster care.

Conpl i ance with t he f eder al st andar ds concer ni ng m nor
parent/infant foster care requires the general rule to be that:
when it 1is necessary to place a mnor parent in foster care and a
decision is made that it would be in the best interests of both the
m nor parent and his or her child to be together in the sane foster
boardi ng home or residential facility, custody of the mnor
parent's child should remain with the m nor parent. The sane rule
should be applied if a foster child gives birth while in foster
care. O course, this general rule will not always be applicable
in every situation. Protective and non-protective situations are
i ndi vidual |y descri bed bel ow.

1) Protective Situations

Seeki ng and obtai ning tenporary |legal custody of a child of a m nor
parent in foster care, while still allowing the mnor parent to
retai n physical custody, nust be nade carefully and thoughtfully.
Because such a decision is a legal "renoval", this decision nust be
based on the sane standards and criteria for "removal " as one woul d
foll ow when naking the decision in any other case. The st andards
are those contained in Article 10 of the Famly Court Act and 18
NYCRR Part 432 which in part define abused, negl ected and
nmal t reat ed children as wel | as renoval procedures and
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requi renents. Factors such as the mnor parent's age, previous
history, perceived abilities, etc. should never be the sole
criteria for taking | egal custody of the child of a minor parent in
foster care. Because such a decision would be inproper in the
conmuni ty-at-1arge, it is not an appropriate neasure for this

particul ar popul ati on.

In sone cases, despite the need for protective custody of the
child, a determnation has been made that the best interests of
both the mnor parent and his or her child require themto be kept
physical |y together. In order to safely nake a determnation to
place or keep a mnor parent and his or her child together in a
foster care placenent, despite an abuse or maltreatnent situation,
casewor kers must take into consideration the level of risk

occasi oned by the presence of the minor parent and how well that
risk may be offset by the foster parents or the residential program
staff. The abilities and capabilities of the foster care provider

to ensure the necessary neasure of protection nust be eval uated
before this type of placenent is nade or continued.

It also should be noted, as outlined in 93 LCM 94, that the court
possesses a non-placenent option of having the custody (in this
case of the infant) remain with the (minor) parent and ordering the
| ocal district to exercise supervision, pursuant to Section 1057 of
t he FCA

There may be sone instances, however, where concern for the safety
of the mnor parent's child justifies a decision to obtain
temporary |l egal custody of the minor parent's child and to place
the mnor parent and his or her child at separate foster care
facilities.

In all protective placenents caseworkers should consult wth
supervi sory personnel and their social services attorneys to help
nake appropriate decisions regarding the advisability of locating
the minor parent and his or her child together.

2) Non-Protective Situations

For those cases that do not involve child protective situations and
resultant court ordered placenment of the child of a m nor parent in
foster care, all mnor parent/child placenments shoul d be together
in the sane foster famly honme (preferably) or residential care
facility (if the latter is necessary for the ninor parent).

QO her than custody taken for protective reasons, a minor parent
placed with his or her child should retain custody of that «child.
As a matter of policy and practice, social services districts are
di scouraged fromtaking custody by voluntary agreenent. Cl ose
scrutiny nust be given to any request by the minor parent to
temporarily relinquish custody of his or her <child by such
agr eenent . Caseworkers should explore with each m nor parent in
foster care what supports and services are needed to allow custody
to remain wth them and then nake reasonable efforts to provide
these supports and services. Consi stent with Section 358-a of the
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SSL, only when it is determined, despite reasonable efforts nade to
prevent or elimnate the mnor parent's need to relinquish custody,
that the mnmnor parent w shes to tenporarily relinquish |ega
custody through signing a voluntary agreenent, should a mnor
parent relinquish custody.

Deci sion-making regarding separate placenents and/ or seeki ng
custody of the child of a mnor parent in foster care for non
protective reasons nmust be docunmented in the Uniform Case Record.
Caseworkers should consult wth supervisory personnel and their
social services attorneys to help nmake appropriate decisions
regarding the children of minor parents in foster care, obtaining
custody of such <children and determning appropriate placenent
venue.

3) Type of Placenent Facility

If a residential placenment facility is necessary for the care of
the minor parent, it is consistent with Departnental regulations
for the infant to be placed with the m nor parent. Pursuant to
appropri ateness of placenment standards contained in 18 NYCRR
430.11 (d) (3) (iv), the following applies to group homes and group
resi dences: "...the placenment of any child in a group home or
group residence shall be deened placenent at an appropriate |eve

if such placenment is necessary for the child to remain wth his
not her and/or siblings". When pl acenments of this sort are being
considered for a facility that has not been specifically approved
for infants and/or young children, every care should be taken to
ensure that the facility has been adequately "baby-proofed" and can
neet the needs of this population. Consul tation with the Regi ona

Ofice is encouraged if there is any question or doubt as to the
appropri ateness of a facility for an infant or young child.

Pursuant to 18 NYCRR 430.11 (f) (2) and (3) in order to nake a

m nor parent/infant placenment at an institutional level, that wll
involve the institutionalization of a child 12 years of age or
under, the progranm mnust be approved for such placenents by the

State Departnent of Social Services or by his or her representative
(i.e. mot her and baby facilities - see 18 NYCRR 442.17), or the
pl acenent nust be approved by the State Comm ssioner of Socia
Services or by his or her representative.

4) Title IV-E Provisions and Custody Arrangenents

If for any reason the social services district has custody of the
child of a mnor parent in foster care, i ncluding custody
established through Article 10 of the Famly Court Act (child
protective) or the signing of a voluntary agreenent pursuant to
Section 384-a of the SSL, and such child is in the same foster care
facility as his or her mnor parent, such children are not eligible
for Title IV-E foster care while in such placenent. Rei mbur senent
will be limted to 50% State share, 50% 1 ocal share.
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The use of public assistance for the financial support of the child
of a minor parent in foster care, although the ninor parent has
custody of his or her child, is also not pernmtted under any
ci rcumst ances.

Refer to Sections V. through VII. for additional information about
eligibility and cl aimng.

5) Current Cases and Transition to New Requirenents

In current cases where a social services district has assuned care
and custody pursuant to a voluntary placenent agreenent in
accordance with Section 384-a of the SSL, social services districts
shoul d take steps to relinquish custody of the child wthin three
nmonths of the effective date of this directive in accordance with
the guidelines contained in Section Il A 2).

Where custody was established through Article 10 of the FCA, the
situation should be carefully evaluated prior to the next schedul ed
return to Family Court (generally the annually required extension
of placenment hearing pursuant to Section 1055 of the FCA). Subject
to the Court's direction following a Section 1055 hearing, a child
should be returned to his or her mnor parent when a determ nation
is made that this is the appropriate course of action. Wth
respect to an order of placenent pursuant to FCA 1055, FCA 1058
requires a report to the court not less than sixty days prior to
the expiration of the placenent, which includes an assessnent of
whet her the child's return to the famly would subject the child to

i mm nent risk. It is suggested that the report additionally
include information pertaining to the fact that mnor parent and
child have been |living together in the same foster care facility

and the positive assessnent of this situation.

B. I mpli cations when a minor parent in foster care has custody of
his or her child.

Once it is established that a mninor parent in foster care has
custody of his or her child (or children) and they are in the sane
foster boarding honme or residential facility, Title IV-E all ows al

costs associated with the needs of the child to be covered. Thi s
neans that any expenses normally included in a foster care rate,
such as room and board, including special and exceptional rates,
day care, di aper all owance, special paynents, etc. and
adm nistrative costs can be clainmed through the Title | V-E
process. However, all such claiming will be done by applying such
costs to the care of the mnor parent. As stated earlier, t he

child is not considered Title IV-E eligible in his or her own
right. Additionally, any incone and resources of the child of the
m nor parent, including any child support paynents received for the
child from his or her non-custodial parent, are not to be
considered in determning the minor parent's eligibility for Title
IV-E, nor should they be considered available for the purposes of
establishing the foster care nmintenance paynents. Such i ncone,
resources or paynments should be disregarded, and wll not be
consi dered an assignnment to the State.
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By virtue of establishing Title IV-E eligibility for a mnor parent
in foster care, his or her child is deenmed Medicaid eligible under
Title XIX. Refer to MA Inplications Section Ill. E. for details.

The child of a mnor parent in foster care is also eligible for
Title XX services. Preventive services may be a likely choice in
m nor parent/infant foster care cases. The rol e and purpose of
preventive services in these cases is to keep the mnor parent and
his or her child together and includes facilitating a custody
arrangenment that naintains custody of his or her <child with the
m nor parent. It al so may nean providing services to help restore
custody of the child to the minor parent when Famly Court has
gi ven custody to the local conmssioner through Article 10
proceedi ngs, except when restoring such custody would place the
mnor parent's child in immnent risk of abuse or nualtreatnent.

The assessnent and service plan devel oped for the m nor parent nust
assess the child s needs and provide services to neet those needs
in accordance with the standards set forth in 18 NYCRR Part 428

(Standards for Uniform Case Recording). Factors such as the
child' s physical health, devel opnental needs, behavi or and the
presence of age appropriate skills and abilities should be
assessed. The minor parent's capabilities to deal with the needs

of his or her child should be specifically evaluated as well.
Service plans nust detail tasks and activities that relate to the
child's identified service needs, the individual service needs of
the minor parent and the minor parent's service needs wth regard
to parenting skills or any other needs that relate to his or her
chi |l d. Service plan reviews conducted as required for the mnor
parent in foster care also nmust ensure that a plan and services
exist to neet the identified needs of both the minor parent and his
or her child.

If the minor parent and his or her child are separated, after both
were together in the sane foster boarding hone or residentia
facility, the needs of the child can no |longer be included in the
mai nt enance paynent of the mnor parent. A determination of the
child' s eligibility for Title IV-E nmmintenance paynents nust be
nade separately, based upon the the child's current and individua
ci rcumst ances.

C. Implications for the foster care provider

Because of the differences in age, ability, know edge, etc. anobng
the popul ation of minor parents in foster care, it is inpossible to
provide a single set of rules regarding the | evel of responsibility
of the mnminor parent toward his or her child. Det erm ni ng t he
division of the tasks, activities, decisions, etc. between the
mnor parent and the foster <care provider requires diligent
teammor k between them and, as necessary, the caseworker. Decision
nmaking and the perform ng of parental responsibility by the m nor
parent shoul d be encouraged as much as possible, yet this has to be
acconplished within the constraints of such things as mnor
parents' school schedul es, their nm sconcepti ons about t he
capabilities of their children, and perhaps a desire to have the
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foster care provider do all the nundane tasks associated wth the
care of their child. On the other hand, where mnor parents w sh
to take on nore responsibility than they can adequately handle
without harnming thenselves or their child, foster care providers
nmust guide, direct, or otherw se handle such situations in a way
geared to prevent such harm

For exanpl e, the mnor parent should be given budgeting and
pur chasi ng deci si on naking authority to the extent possible, yet
foster <care providers, not mnor parents, receive the funds that
are to be used for both the needs of the mnor parent and his or
her child. Foster parents nmust be skillful in managing the
potential conflicts that this and other issues nmay cause. Adequate
selection and training of foster care providers for this special
popul ation group is the key ingredient to nmaking these placenents
successful .

D. I mplications for adoption

Qur survey reveal ed that there were several mnor parents who were
free for adoption and had a permanency planning goal of adoption.
In those circunstances where a mnor parent is adopted, and the
m nor parent brings into the adoptive hone his or her own child,
and the minor parent retains custody of his or her own child, the
adoption may qualify for Title |V-E adoption assistance if the
m nor parent in his or her own right nmeets all of the requirenents
of eligibility for Title |V-E adoption assistance as defined in
18 NYCRR 426. 5. Just as Title IV-E federal reinbursenent is
avai l abl e to cover the costs associated with the needs of the ninor
parent's child in foster care cases, federal reinbursenment nay
i ncl ude t he needs of the mnor parent's child in mnor
parent/infant adoption cases as descri bed above. Section 453(3) of
the SSL requires that adoption subsidy paynents not be | ess than 75
percent of the foster care board rate. Departnent regul ations have
been specifically anmended to define "board rate" to include anmounts
necessary to cover the costs associated with the care and
mai ntenance of the child of a mnor parent who renmains with the
m nor parent follow ng adoption (18 NYCRR 421.24 (a)(4). If the
m nor parent does not qualify under Title IV-E for adoption
assi stance, but qualifies under State regulations for adoption
subsidy, the costs of the child will simlarly be covered. Subsidy
may only be continued as long as the mnor parent renains eligible
for adoption assistance or adoption subsidy.

If at any tinme prior to the finalization of a mnor's subsidized
adoption, the mnor gives birth, the subsidy nust reflect the needs
of both the mnor and infant, consistent with SSL 451 (4) (a) and
453 (3). If at any time prior to the finalization of a mnor's
subsi di zed adoption, the mnor becones pregnant, the subsidy
agreenent can be nodified prior to finalization to reflect an
i ncreased subsi dy amount upon the infant's birth to cover the costs
of the infant, provided such infant remmins in the mnor's
cust ody. If the social services district is not informed of the
pregnancy prior to finalization, the adoptive parent(s) nmay seek a
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subsidy adjustnment in accordance with 18 NYCRR 421.24 (c) (14),
after the infant is born to cover the costs of the infant,
provi ded, however, such infant remains in the custody of his or her
m nor parent. This regulation gives social services officials
discretion to change the ampunt pai d under the subsidy agreenent.
Soci al services officials should exercise such discretion where
there is proof that the minor was pregnant before finalization.
Subsi dy adjustnments nust not be considered or approved if the
preghancy occurs subsequent to finalization.

If the child of a mnor parent in foster care is surrendered for
adopt i on, or the parental rights of the nminor parent are
term nated, thus freeing the child for adoption, such child may be
eligible for adoption subsidy in his or her own right, if the child
qualifies wunder Title IV-E for adoption assistance or under State
standards for adoption subsidy.

Refer to MA Inplications Section Ill. E for details about MA
eligibility for minor parents who are adopted.

E. MA Inplications

1) MA Inplications for Foster Care

a. IV-Eeligible mnor parent with his/her own child

In instances where the mninor parent is IV-E eligible and
retains | egal custody of the child, MAis authorized for the
m nor parent and the child. (No separate determ nation is
necessary.)

In instances where the minor parent is IV-E eligible and the
child is residing in the sanme household as the nmi nor parent

but is not in the legal custody of the nminor parent, a
separate MA determination nust be done for the child. The
child will not be IV-E eligible since the child is stil

residing with the minor parent. When doi ng a budget for a
non |V-E eligible child of a IV-E eligible mnor parent in
foster care, the child's income and MA eligibility is

determ ned foll owi ng usual procedures (81 ADM 10).

NOTE: If alV-Eeligible mnor parent is placed with his/her
infant out of state, either in foster care or adoption, then
the state of residence becones responsible for authorizing
VA, Local districts must provide MAto IV-E eligible mnor
parents placed with their infants in their districts by
other states. This policy is consistent with that stated in
87 ADM 22.

b. Non IV-E eligible mnor parent and child

If the minor parent has custody of her child, and is not |V-
E eligible, a separate MA determi nation is necessary for the
m nor parent and child. The income and resources of the
m nor parent and child, excluding foster care paynents, are
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conpared to the MA level for two or the foster care board
rate for the mnor parent placed with his/her child,
whi chever is higher. The child may be eligible under the
applicable poverty level program if he or she is not
ot herwi se eligible.

When a child is not in the | egal custody of the m nor parent
or is not residing with the mnor parent, MA eligibility for
each is determned separately. Usual eligibility procedures
appl y. The foster care paynent is not considered incone.
The standard to which other available incone is conpared is
the higher of the foster care board rate or the MA | evel, or
applicable poverty level if a child is not otherw se
eligible. (81 ADM 10).

An infant born to a woman who is eligible for or receiving
MA on the date of the child's birth remains eligible for MA
until his/her first birthday, as long as the child continues
to live with the nother.

NOTE:

I mpli cations for Adoption Cases

E eligible mnor parent adopted with subsidy and a child
Wen a IV-E eligible mnor parent is adopted with a subsidy
and brings a child into the adoptive hone, and the mnor
parent retains custody of the child, the mnor parent and
child are eligible for MA (I'f the mnor parent does not
retain cust ody of the child, usual procedures for

determining MA eligibility for a child in foster care
apply.) (81 ADM 10)

Refer to the "note" under section E. 1) a. for information
on authorizing MA for [IV-E eligible mnor parents wth
i nfants adopted across state |ines.

b. Non IV-E eligible adopted m nor parent with child

Wen a non IV-E minor parent is adopted and brings his/her
own child into the adoptive hone, a separate MA eligibility
determi nation nust be done.

Treat nent of adoption subsidy:

When an adoption subsidy is being paid to neet the needs of
both the mnor parent and the child, the portion of the
subsidy attributable to each nust be determ ned. The
prorated anmounts can be provided by the Services office at
the local district.

M nor parent's MA eligibility:
Conpare the income and resources of the adoptive parents,

plus the inconme and resources of the mnor parent, including
the mnor parent's prorated share of the adoption subsidy,
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to the appropriate MA level for the famly size (excluding
the mnor parent's child). (Prior to finalization of
adoption, use a household of two and include only the mnor
parent's and child's incone and resources, if applicable.)

NOTE: A minor parent with a non |IV-E adoption assi stance agreenent
in effect is eligible for M\ when a special nedical or
rehabilitative need makes his/her placenent for adoption
difficult wthout MA coverage and s/he was in receipt of or
eligible for MA during the three nobnths prior to the
adoption agreenment. (Medical coverage will be specified in
the adoption agreenment. See 87 ADM 22.)

8 Child's MA eligibility (at placenent or post finalization):

Conpare the total adoption subsidy, plus any incone and
resources, if applicable, that the m nor parent and his/her
child may have, to the MA level for two or the applicable
poverty | evel. However, the child's eligibility for the
aut omati ¢ one year extension should be considered first.

REQUI RED ACTI ON

The following actions nust be taken in mnor parent/infant foster
care cases:

A When accepting a mnor parent into foster care with his or her
own child, or if a mnor in foster care gives birth to a child, the
soci al service district nust not seek custody of the m nor parent's
child except for «child protective reasons or if the mnor parent
wi shes to relinquish custody and there is a justifiable reason for
such decision in accordance with the guidelines provided in Section
[ A(2). Where the social services district already has custody
of the mnor parent's child pursuant to a voluntary agreenent,
custody of the mnor parent's child should be returned to the m nor
parent within three nonths of the effective date of this directive,

in accordance with the guidelines provided in Section 11l A (5).
Where custody was established through child protective proceedi ngs,
custody should be returned to the mnor parent if possible, upon

the expiration of the Article 10 placenent order consistent with
Section 1058 of the FCA and the guidelines provided in Section |I11
A (5).

B. In all situations where a Title IV-E eligible mnor parent is
in foster care with his or her child and custody of the <child is
retained by the mnor parent, the costs of both nust be clained as
| V-E, by using the procedures outlined in Section VII. Simlarly,
Medi cal Assi stance shoul d be provided to both.

C. The assessnent and service plan developed for mnor
parent/infant foster care cases nust address the needs of the m nor
parent, as well as those of his or her child.
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D. In all applicable mnor parent/infant adoption subsidy cases as
described in Section IIl C., the costs of both the m nor parent and

his or her child should be clainmed as Title |IV-E by using the
procedures outlined in Section VII.

SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

System procedures are outlined bel ow Were applicable they are
delineated separately for Upstate and New York City.

The foll owi ng procedures apply to all eligibility categories, i.e.,
| V-E, EAF or any non-federally participating clains.

Upstate -- foster care

pen one WWB Services case. I ncl ude the minor parent and his or
her child in the case. The child's eligibility nust be the sane as
the mnor parent's if the mnor parent is Title IV-E or EAF
eligible. If the minor parent's eligibility has been determ ned
under EAF it is necessary to do a separate MA determ nation for the
m nor parent and his or her child, following the wusual MA
eligibility procedures. In situations where either the m nor
parent's or infant's only eligibility is SSI, t he non- SSl
i ndi vi dual nust have a separate eligibility determnation
conpl et ed. Enter the appropriate services, including Direct
Service Type 08 for the minor parent and for each child. The
m nor parent should be authorized a POS Iline for 61 (Regul ar
Servi ce and Mai ntenance) or 62 (Energency Foster Care). PCS Code
8D (Mnor Parent Child Foster Care) is used for the child's
mai nt enance. The facility ID used on the POS lines nust be the
sane for the POS 61/62 and 8D. Addi tional costs for the child,
such as di aper allowance or day care, can also be conbined with the

t he child's nmaintenance on this POS line or, at district
di scretion, individual POS |ines using appropriate WV POS codes
can be witten. The PCS line ("fromdate") for children born to
m nor parents already in foster care, should be the child' s date of
birth. Refer to MA Systens Inplications Section VI, for MA
eligibility determ nation and authorization procedures.

In CCRS, foll ow normal tracking and placenent procedures for the
m nor parent. The child may be tracked for preventive services if

appropriate, but the child should not be tracked sol ely because he
or she is living with his or her mnor parent who is in foster
care.

If the district has | egal custody of the mnor parent's child, he
or she should be authorized foster care services in WV and tracked
in CCRS in the usual manner.

NYC -- foster care

pen one WWB Services case. I ncl ude the minor parent and his or
her child in the case. The child's eligibility nust be the sane as
the mnor parent's if the mnor parent is Title IV-E or EAF
eligible. However, in situations where either the mnor parent's
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or infant's only eligibility is SSI, the non-SSl individual must
have a separate eligibility determ nation conpleted. Enter the
appropriate services, including Direct Service Type 08 for the
m nor parent and for each child. The mnor parent should be
authorized a POS line for 61 (Regular Service and Mi ntenance) or
62 (Emergency Foster Care). POS Code 8D (M nor Parent Child Foster
Care) is used for the child's maintenance. The facility ID used on
the POS lines nust be the sane for the POS 61/62 and 8D

Additional costs for the child, such as diaper allowance or day
care, can also be conbined with the the child's maintenance on this
PCS line or, at district discretion, individual POS I|ines using
appropriate WW5 POS codes can be written. The POS I|ine ("from
date") for children born to minor parents already in foster care,

should be the child' s date of birth. The SERVA process will

produce MA eligibility for the mnor parent and the child.

In CCRS, foll ow normal tracking and placenent procedures for the
m nor parent. The child may be tracked for preventive services if
appropriate, but the child should not be tracked sol ely because he
or she is living with his or his mnor parent who is in foster
care.

If the social services district has |legal custody of the mnor
parent's child, he or she should be authorized foster care services
in WS and tracked in CCRS in the usual manner.

Upstate and NYC -- adopti on subsidy

Wen a mnor parent is adopted with subsidy and takes his or her
child into the adoptive placenent, while retaining custody of his
or her child, open a single WS services case. The child's
eligibility must be the sane as the ninor parent's. Aut hori ze
direct service type 01 (Adoption) for the minor parent and the
appropriate POS subsidy code and subsidy rate. The subsidy rate
should include the cost of care for both the minor parent and his
or her child. Refer to MA Systens Inplications Section VI for
details concerning authorization of MA

When a minor parent is adopted with subsidy and his or her child is
in the sane placenent facility and in care as a foster child (i.e.
the social services district has custody of the child) open a

single WS services case. Aut horize direct service type 01
(Adoption) for the minor parent and the appropriate POS subsidy
code and subsidy rate for the m nor parent only. Aut hori ze direct

service type 08 (Foster Care) for the mnor parent's child and a
PCS code of 61 (Regular Service and WMiintenance) and any other
appropriate direct or purchase of services. The child should al so
be tracked in CCRS wth all appropriate activities entered.
Conplete a separate MA determination for the child. MA shoul d be
separately authorized for each of them Refer to MA Systens
I mplications Section VI for details.
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VEDI CAL ASSI STANCE SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

A. Systens Inplications for Foster Care

If a mnor parent is IV-E eligible and the mnor parent's child
remains in his/her custody, then both the mnor parent and child
can be on the sane case. Case type 13 should be used for |IV-E
foster care cases.

If a minor parent is not |IV-E eligible, and the minor parent's
child remains in his/her custody, the nminor parent and child can be
on the sane case. A case type 20 is used for non |V-E foster care
cases. Pl ease note that, if either the mnor parent or the child
is eligible for MA based solely on the receipt of SSI, case type 22
is used and separate MA cases are necessary.

In instances when the child does not remain in the | egal custody of
a |V-E or non IV-E minor parent, then separate cases nust be
est abl i shed. Case type 13 is used for IV-E foster care cases and
case type 20 is used for non |V-E foster care cases.

B. Systens Inplications for Adoption

In m nor parent/child adoption cases that are IV-E eligible, the
m nor parent and child remain on the sane case. Case type used is
20.

If the minor parent and infant are not |V-E eligible and the infant
remains in the mnor parent's custody, and both are eligible as a
househol d of two, then they can be on the sane case using case type
20. In instances when the child does not remain in the minor
parent's custody, a separate eligibility deterni nation nust be made
and separate cases opened.

CLAI M NG PROCEDURES

Claimng of program expenditures for mnor parent/infant foster
care should be clained on the Schedule K (Child Care-Rei nbursenent
Claim for Child Care Expenditures). If the minor parent is Title
IV-E eligible and retains custody of his or her child(ren) who are
resident in the sane foster care facility as their mnor parent,
then expenditures associated with the minor parent and his or her
child(ren) should be clained in colum 2 (FP). This will effect
shares of 50% Federal, 25% State, and 25% Local . Al'l expenditures
associated with the nminor parent and his or her child(ren) should
be rolled up together, except tuition for the mnor parent, if
appl i cabl e. Tuition for the mnor parent should be identified
separately on |line 6.

Expendi tures associated with a foster hone should be clained on
lines 3C or 3D of the Schedul e K dependi ng on whet her placenent of
the minor parent was voluntary (3C) or by court order (3D)
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Expendi tures associated with a residential care facility should be
claimed on lines 3E or 3F of the Schedul e K dependi ng on whet her
the placenment of the m nor parent was voluntary (3E) or by court
order (3F).

All expenditures associated wth individuals not Title IV-E
eligible, including all expenditures associated with <children in
the custody of the local comm ssioner of social services, who are
resident in the sane foster care facility as their nminor parents,

should be reviewed for EAF eligibility. Those eligible under EAF
should be clained on the newwy revised Schedule H in colum 2
(EAF), line 8 (EAF-Foster Care). This will effect 50% Federal, 25%
State, and 25% 1 ocal shares. Expenditures to cases not eligible
for EAF should be clained on the Schedule Kin colum 3 (FNP).

This will effect shares of 0% Federal, 50% State, and 50% Local

Claimng of adoption subsidy expenditures for mnor parent/infant
units should be clained on the Schedule K, |ine 4b adopti on subsidy
75% Al  adoption subsidy paynments associated with the mnor
parent and his or her child(ren) should be rolled up together.

Admi ni strative costs under this programshould be clained in the
normal manner based on the Services SSRR percentage for Upstate,
and the RVS percentages in New York City, on the Schedule D2
(Al'l ocation for Claimng of GCeneral Services Expenditures).
Admi ni strative costs associated with the children of mnor parents
shoul d be incl uded.

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON

If a report of child abuse or naltreatnent is received concerning
the infant of a mnor parent in foster care, responsibility for the
i nvestigation is determined by the identity of the alleged
perpetrator. Whet her the minor parent has |egal custody of his or
her infant is not material to deternmining the type of investigation
to be conduct ed. If the minor parent is alleged to be the subject
(i.e. perpetrator) of the report, as defined in Section 412.4 of
the SSL, the local <child protective service wll conduct the
i nvestigation, regardl ess of the facility type in which the m nor
parent and infant reside. If the foster parent is the subject of
the report, the investigation will also be conducted by the |oca
child protective service, who will then be required to submt
appropriate notifications to the designated Regional Ofice. If a
residential staff nenber is alleged to be the subject of the
report, an institutional abuse investigation will be conducted by
the designated Regional Ofice.
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VI, EFFECTI VE DATE

This directive is effective on August 1, 1994.

Frank Puig

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi si on of Services and
Conmuni ty Devel opnent



Attachnent A

Cont act Person

Your Regional Ofice Director:
Al bany: Bill Dorr (518) 432-2751; USER ID: AV4260
Buf fal o: Linda Brown (716) 847-3145; USER |ID. 89D421
Metropolitan: Fred Cantlo (212) 383-1788; USER ID: OFG010
Rochester: Linda Kurtz (716) 238-8200; USER ID: OFHO10
Syracuse: Jack Klump (315) 423-1200; USER ID: 89WO05
Local Financial Operations:
Upstate: Roland Levie 1-800-342-3715, extension 4-7549; USER |D:
AX2060
Metropolitan: Marvin Gold 212-488-4517; USER ID. OFM270
Syst ens:
Jerry Seeley 1-800-342-3727; USER ID: OFL130
Medi cal Assi stance:
Priscilla Smth 1-800-343-8859, extension 3-5532; USER |ID: AWB060



