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____________________________________________________________________________
The  purpose  of  this  Informational  Letter  (INF)  is  to  notify  social
services districts of the market rate survey New York  State  Department  of
Social Services (Department) is conducting.

Market  rates  as set forth in Section 415.9 of the Department's regulations
establish the maximum reimbursable payments for child care services.   State
law and regulations require that the  Department  review  the  local  market
rates at least once every two years.

The Department is conducting a market rate survey of all  registered  family
day care providers;  licensed group family day care providers;  licensed day
care  centers;   and  registered  school-aged  child  care  programs.    The
attachments to this INF provide social services districts with copies of the
information which is being sent to these providers.   The  instructions  and
market  rate  survey  have  been revised in response to comments from social
services districts and other interested parties.

If you have questions regarding this INF, please call Ms.  Susan Duchnycz of
the  Bureau of Early Childhood Services at 1-(518) 474-9324.   If child care
providers have questions about how to complete the  survey,   please  advise
them  to  call  1-800-345-5437 and tell the operator they need assistance in
completing the child care market rate survey.

                                       ___________________________________
                                       Frank Puig
                                       Deputy Commissioner
                                       Division of Services and Community
                                       Development


