| | NFORVATI ONAL LETTER | TRANSM TTAL: 95 | NF-26

DI VISION: Econonic
TO Conmi ssi oners of Security
Soci al Services

DATE: August 3, 1995

SUBJECT: Revi sion of "Food Stanp Change Report Forni
(DSS-3151) (Rev. 5/95)

SUGGESTED

DI STRI BUTI ON: I ncone Mai ntenance Directors
Food Stanp Directors
WVS Coordi nat ors
Staf f Devel opnent Coordi nators
Forns Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Call 1-800-343-8859 and ask for the foll ow ng:
FS Questions - Your FS County Representative,

ext ensi on 4-9225
Fornms Questions - Bob Qullie, extension 4-6501

ATTACHVENTS: DSS- 3151 (Rev. 5/95): "Food Stanp Change Report

Form' - not avail able on-1line
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The purpose of this release is to introduce the revised (5/95) "Food Stanp
Change Report Forni (DSS-3151) (copy attached). This mandated formis used
by local districts to solicit information from Food Stanp recipients on
changes in household circunstances. Pl ease note that the Spanish version
has been revised.

The primary reasons for this revision are:

o] to fulfill requirements of new Federal | egi sl ation about
Food Stamp nedical expenses reporting that was outlined in
(94 | NF-58).

o] to clarify recent Federal changes to the Food Stanp |Intentiona

Program Vi ol ati on penalties and fines.

The following are the changes to the 9/93 version of the Food Stanp Change
Report Form whi ch were incorporated into the 5/ 95 revision

l. GENERAL - The revision date on every page was changed to (Rev.
5/ 95).

. PACE 1

A The first sentence of the first bullet under the Food Stanp
Reporting Rul es was changed to read:

If you are required to quarterly report, you nust
report changes on the Quarterly Report or at
Recertification, whichever occurs first.

B. The NOTE under the second bull et was changed to read:

NOTE: If you do not know if you are required to
quarterly report, ask your worker.

C. A new third bullet was added under the Food Stanp Reporting
Rul es section. The new bul | et reads:

If you are getting Food Stanps and if you are elderly
or disabled, you do not need to report changes to
nmedi cal expenses at any tinme ot her t han
recertification. However, you nmay choose to report
changes to nedi cal expenses at any tine. If you do,
we rmnust i medi ately t ake appropriate action
including increasing your Food Stanps if the change
requires an increase and if proof is provided."
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D. A new par agraph was added above the |ast paragraph on this
page. A signature area was al so added so clients can stop
their Food Stanps if they no | onger need them The new
paragraph and signature area wll read and |ook as
fol | ows:

If vyou no longer need Food Stanps, sign here and we will
STOP your Food Stanps.

X

PAGE 4 - The "Food Stanp Penalty Warning" section was revised to

read:

FOOD STAMP PENALTY WARNI NG

THE | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED ON THI'S FORM W LL BE SUBJECT TO

VERI FI CATI ON BY FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS. IF ANY IS
FOUND | NACCURATE, YOU MAY BE DENI ED FS AND/ OR BE SUBJECT TO
CRI M NAL PROSECUTI ON FCR KNOW NGLY PROVI DI NG FALSE | NFORVATI ON.

ANY MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD WHO IS FOUND GUILTY IN A COURT OF LAW
OF BUYI NG OR SELLI NG FI REARM5, AMMUNI TI ON OR EXPLOSI VES | N EXCHANGE
FOR FS WLL NEVER BE ABLE TO GET FS AGAIN. ANY MEMBER OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD WHO | S FOUND GUILTY I N A COURT OF LAW OF BUYI NG OR

SELLI NG CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES (| LLEGAL DRUGS COR CERTAI N DRUGS FOR
VWHI CH A DOCTOR S PRESCRI PTION | S REQUI RED) | N EXCHANGE FOR FS W LL
NOT BE ABLE TO CGET FS FCOR 12 MONTHS FOR THE FI RST OFFENSE AND
PERVANENTLY FOR THE SECOND COFFENSE. ANY MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD
VWHO | NTENTI ONALLY BREAKS ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG RULES CAN BE BARRED
FROM THE FS PROGRAM FOR 6 MONTHS AFTER THE FI RST VI OLATION, 12
MONTHS AFTER THE SECOND VI OLATI ON, AND PERVANENTLY AFTER THE THI RD
VI CLATION.  THE | NDI VI DUAL CAN BE FI NED UP TO $250, 000, SENT TO
JAIL UP TO 20 YEARS, OR BOTH. A COURT CAN ALSO BAR AN | NDI VI DUAL
FOR AN ADDI TI ONAL 18 MONTHS FROM THE FS PROGRAM  THE | NDI VI DUAL
MAY ALSO BE SUBJECT TO FURTHER PROSECUTI ON UNDER OTHER APPLI CABLE
FEDERAL LAWS.

DO NOT give false infornmation, or hide infornation to
get or continue to get FS.

DO NOTr trade or sel | FS or f ood stanp
identification/benefit cards for your househol d.

DO NOT alter food stanp identification/benefit cards
to get FS you're not entitled to receive.

DO NOT use FS to buy ineligible itens, such as
al coholic drinks and tobacco.

DO NOT use soneone else's FS or f ood stanp
identification/benefit cards for your househol d.

In signing this application, |I certify, under penalty
of perjury, that the information contained in this
application is correct and conplete to the best of ny
know edge.
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The revised 5/ 95 version of the DSS-3151 is expected to be delivered to the
Upstate (Al bany) Wirehouse and to the HRA (New York City) Warehouse in
Sept enber, 1995. The Spanish version of this form (DSS-3151-S) will be
avail able at the sane tine. Your district will not autommtically receive
copi es of these forns.

In order to ensure that usage of these revised forns begins wthin a

reasonabl e anount of tine, you nmay continue to use the previous 9/93
supplies wuntil your stocks are depleted, or until Decenber 1, 1995,
whi chever occurs first. Reorders of these forms will be filled with 5/95
ver si ons.

Requests for supplies of these revised forns are to be subnitted on Form
WE-47 (Rev. 9/89): "W Oder Form" and should be sent to:

New York State Departnment of Social Services
Wel f are Managenment System
P. 0. Box 1990
Al bany, New York 12201

Attention: O fice of Custoner Support Services (COCSS)

Questions concerning ordering forns should be directed to OCSS by calling
1- 800- 343- 8859, extension 6-6223.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economic Security



