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DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 95 LCM 13
Date: February 15, 1995
Di vi sion: Services and
Conmuni ty
Devel opnent
TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: SCR Jurisdictional Assignnent: |nvestigativel/ Supportive
Districts

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnment A- Revised Policy for Multi-District Juris-

diction for the Investigation of Child Protective Service
Reports (avail able on line)

Attachment A is the revised policy for local district investigation of
reports involving nore than one district. It is not currently in the Child

Protective Services WMnual but will be included in the soon to be rel eased
CPS Manual Update 95-1

The policy was revised to respond to district concerns that the current
const ruct used by the State Central Register (SCR) for assigning
jurisdictional responsibility in situations involving nultiple districts was
probl emati c. This revised franework is consistent with Article 10 of the
Fam |y Court Act venue requirenents.

The SCR will start assigning responsibility according to the revised policy
on March 1, 1995.
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I f you have any questions concerning the new procedure for SCR assi gnnment of
jurisdictional responsibility contact, Renee Hallock, SCR County Response
at (518) 474-4726 or User ID:. 90A322. If you have any policy related
questions contact the appropriate regional office:

Syracuse Regional Ofice, Jack Kl unp, 315-423-1200 USER | D 89WD05
Rochester Regional O fice, Linda Kurtz, 716-238-8201 USER | D OFHO10
Al bany Regional Ofice, Bill Dorr, 518-432-2751 USER | D AV4260
Metropol itan Regional Office, Fred Cantlo, 212-383-1788 USER |ID OFQ)10
Buf fal o Regi onal O fice, Linda Brown, 716-847-3145 USER | D 89D421

Anona Joseph

Acting Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi sion of Services and Conmunity
Devel opnent



ATTACHVENT A

CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES

PROGRAM
MANUAL

Secti on
V. 1

FCA
1015

M MULTI DI STRI CT JURI SDI CTI ON

Qccasionally a child protective report may require
intervention from nore than one district. There are many
situations that may require the SCR to assign two or nore
districts to jointly investigate and protect children naned in
a report. Possible case circunstances include:

child(ren) alleged to be abused or naltreated are in
one district and the subject of the report is in
anot her district;

an incident takes place in a district different from
where the famly resides, and the subjects and/or
reported children are located in the other district
at the tine of the report.

all eged abused or nmaltreated children in a famly
are in different localities,

subjects of the report reside in di fferent
districts.

When two (or nore) districts' CPS units are involved with a

CPS report, it is inportant that both CPS wunits assune a
fundanental responsibility to assure the safety and protection
of the children in the case. The SCR will transmit the report

to the districts involved and assign appropriate responsibility
as defined by the policy below. However, while this policy is
intended to clarify areas of cooperation and paperwork, it is
not intended to signify that one district has a |esser degree
of responsibility than another district to protect the children
in the report. On the contrary, this policy enphasizes the
shared responsibility and accountability of each district in
these nmulti-district jurisdiction cases.

1. SCR Assi gnnent of Responsibility

The SCR will assign investigative responsibility to the
district where the child(ren) naned in the report resides.
This district will be called the Investigative District (1D).
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Supportive responsibility will be assigned to the district
where the child(ren) is tenmporarily |Iocated or where subjects
of the report (perpetrators) or other persons named in the
report reside or are located at the tine of the report. Thi s
district will be | abeled the Supportive D strict (SD). For
foster famly hone reports: IDwll be assigned to the district
where the foster hone is | ocated when the foster parent(s) are
naned the subject of the report even when the child named is in
the care and custody of a different social services district.
In such instances, the district with care and custody will be
assigned SD;, IDw Il be assigned to the district that has care
and custody and where the child's fam |y resides when a child
protective report is received involving the child' s famly but
the child in foster care is physically placed in a different

soci al services district. In such instances, the socia
service district where the foster hone is located will be
assi gned SD

Most reports received at the SCR result in only one
district being assigned investigative responsibility. However,
situations occur where a local district while solely conducting

an investigation wll deternine that it is necessary that
anot her district should beconme involved in the investigation as
a supportive district. In such instances, the ID should

contact the SCR county line unit and request that a particular
district be assigned SD responsibility.



CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES

o m m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eee oo +
PROGRAM I Chapter I Section I Page ! Dat e
MANUAL ! VI ! M. 2 ! 1 I 95-1 !
o m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e meee——oan +
2. I nvestigative and Supportive District Responsibilities
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a) Cener a

Both the ID and SD are responsible for fulfilling the
statutory and regulatory requirenments for responding to a
report of suspected child abuse or namltreatnent including, when
necessary, initiating Fam|ly Court Article 10 proceedi ngs, (see
I nvestigation/ Assessnent |VD and Fanmi|ly Court Proceedings |V]).

Local districts assigned responsibility for reports

i nvol vi ng nor e t han one district will share equa
responsibility in responding to the report. |In nost instances,
this will mean that each district wll focus on those
individuals listed in the report who are physically located in
its district. Wen the authority of the Fanmily Court is

necessary to effect protective neasures then the Famly Court
provi si ons concerni ng venue shoul d be foll owed.

b) Speci fic Responsibilities

i) I nvestigative District - The IDis responsible
for providing overall coordination for the case. At the
initiation of the investigation phase, it is necessary for the

ID to communicate to the SD what action is necessary for each
district to conplete in order to effectively conduct the
investigation and assess whether the child(ren) physically
located in the ID and SD are in inmmediate danger of serious
har m

Following the initiation of the investigation, the ID
is responsible for:

nmaking a determnation of what interventions are
necessary to ensure the child(ren)'s safety;

provi di ng each subject and other adults listed in
the report witten notice of existence of report and
of the subject(s)' right in regard to anendnent and
expungenent ;

conpleting the Prelimnary Assessnment of Safety
(PAS) within seven days of the oral report;

conpleting the Prelimnary Report of I|nvestigation
(PRI) and transmtting it to the SCR within seven
days of the oral report;
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gat hering i nformati on/ evi dence, i ncl udi ng
informati on fromthe SD, in order to determ ne
within 60 days of receipt of the report whether the
report is indicated or unfounded. Once t he
determnation is nade, the worker nust conplete the
Sequence Det erm nati on Report (SDR), have it

reviewed and approved by t he supervi sor and
transmtted to the SCR

assessing risk of future maltreatnment to child(ren);
taking action necessary to fulfill statutory and

regul atory st andar ds for delivery of child
protective services.

ii) Supportive District - the SDis responsible for
cooperating with the ID and assisting the IDin responding to a

report of
assi st ance

suspected child abuse or naltreatnent. Thi s
neans the SD is responsible for:

following the direction given by the IDin taking
what ever action is necessary to initiate an
i nvestigation;

Assuring the immediate and on-going safety of the
children naned in the report. (It nmay not always be
possi bl e to coordinate with the ID prior to
assessing and if necessary taking action to assure
i Mmedi ate safety).

help in naking a deternination of Prelimnary
Assessnent of Safety if children are to renain in
the sane hone environnent; informng the |D about
the status of the «child; and depending upon the
situation take necessary action to ensure the
child(ren)'s safety, including fam |y court action;

furnishing the ID wth all infornation/evidence
gathered during the investigation to assist the ID
in making a report deternination.

providing ongoing support to the ID while the case
is open for services as defined/requested by the ID
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3. Case Transfers

The I nvestigative District nmay change at any tinme both the
ID and SD both agree that the case would be nore appropriately
served by such a change. The ID seeking to transfer the case
nmust conplete a transfer request narrative(TRQ addressing the
el ements contained in the transfer section of this Mnual and
submit or transnmt to the SCR (See Qidelines for Case
Transfers VIII ML - VIII M.).



