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The purpose of this release is to informyou about two training manuals
on the subject of adult abuse which will be distributed to | ocal socia
services districts and certain health care providers. Both nmanuals were
devel oped by the Brookdale Center on Aging of Hunter Coll ege under the
direction of the Departnent.

The first manual entitled "Adult Abuse: Hospital Trainers' Manual"
includes materials for a three and one half hour training session for
hospital social work and nmedical staff regarding the identification of, and
intervention in situations involving the abuse, neglect and exploitation of
i npaired adul ts. The topics in this manual include: definitions and
i ndi cators of abuse; patient decision making; interview ng the patient and
the caregiver; and the role of Protective Services for Adults (PSA) in
respondi ng to cases of suspected abuse, neglect and exploitation of inpaired
adul ts. A copy of this manual will be sent to the Director of Social Wrk
of all hospitals in New York State and to the Director of Services of each
soci al services district by md-March 1996.

The second training nanual is entitled "Adult Abuse: Hone Care
Trai ners' Manual ". Thi s manual contains basically the sane information as
the "Hospital Trainers' Mnual", but focuses on the specific needs and
responsibilities of hone care agencies and their staffs. This manual will

be sent to all hone care agencies and the Director of Services of each
soci al services district in the Spring of 1996.

The purpose of these manuals is:
°© to increase the awareness of hospital and hone care staff about the
probl em of adult abuse;

°© to inprove the ability of hospital and honme care staff to detect
adult abuse and effectively intervene in these situations; and

°© to enable hospital and hone care staff to access and work
cooperatively with other providers and agencies, including the PSA
progranms of districts, when warranted.

Al t hough the information contained in these manuals is intended to neet
the needs of hospital and hone care agency staff, nmuch of the content also
is applicable for PSA staff and should be wutilized to inprove their

know edge and ability to intervene in adult abuse cases. To maxim ze the
potential benefits of these training manuals in terns of strengthening
i nt er-agency rel ati onshi ps, it is recomended that |local PSA staff

participate in adult abuse training sessions conducted by hospitals and hone
care agenci es.
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