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The purpose of this release is to informyou that the U S. Departnent of
Health and Human Servi ces (DHHS) has published an I nformati on Menorandum on
guestions and answers related to the inplenmentation of the Miltiethnic
Pl acenent Act of 1994 (MePA), as anmended by the Interethnic Adoption

Provi si ons of The Smal | Business Job Protection Act of 1996. The attached
DHHS Informati on Menorandum includes questions dealing primarily wth
whet her public agencies can routinely consider race, color or nationa

origin in any part of the foster care/adoption process, and in what context
race, color or nation origin can be considered in individualized placenent
deci si ons.

Pl ease note that the Ofice of Children and Fanmily Services recently
published release 98 |NF-8, whi ch sunmmari zes the anendnents to MEPA as
provi ded by the Interethnic Adoption Provisions of The Snall Business Job
Protection Act of 1996 and the requirenents for inplenentation of the
changes in New York State
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