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The purpose of this informational letter is to informdistricts that the
Ofice of Al cohol and Substance Abuse Services (QOASAS) has filed an
anmendnent to 14 NYCRR 853.15 (attached) that provides for the issuance of a
temporary provisional alcohol and substance abuse counselor credential.
This change is significant since it will expand the pool of individuals
available statewide to conduct assessnents and nay help to alleviate
probl ems sonme districts found in neeting the assessnent mandate.

The anended regulation permts OASAS to issue a credential to
professionals who neet certain standards without first having to take the
Credenti al ed Al cohol and Substance Abuse Counsel or (CASAC) exanmination and
will provisionally qualify them to conduct the mandated D/ A assessnents.
The provisional alcoholismand substance abuse credential wll only be
avai | abl e through June 30, 2000.

To be eligible for a provisional alcoholism and substance abuse
counsel or credential, an applicant nust be currently licensed, certified, or
ot herwi se credential ed, in good standing as one of the follow ng:

(1) acertified social worker licensed and currently registered by
the New York State Education Departnent;

(2) a nurse practitioner who is licensed and currently registered
as a professional nurse by the New York State Education
Depart nment;

(3) a physician's assistant licensed and currently registered as
such by the New York State Education Departnment and whose
practice is in conformty wth Section 3701 of the Public
Heal th Law;

(4) a registered nurse licensed and currently registered by the
New York State Education Departnent;

(5) a licensed practical nurse, practicing under the supervision
of a registered nurse, and licensed by the New York State
Educati on Departnment;

(6) a psychologist licensed and currently registered by the New
York State Education Departnent; or

(7) a rehabilitation counselor <certified by the Conm ssion of
Rehabi litation Counsel or Certification.

An individual seeking a provisional CASAC credential nust al so neet
specific education, training and work experience defined in Part 853 which
sufficiently denpnstrates an understanding of safe practice by addressing a
body of know edge, work behavior, and skills related to chemi cal dependence
treatnent and/ or dependence rel ated probl ens.
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The process for an individual to obtain the QASAS provisional credenti al
to qualify to perform the drug and/or al cohol assessnments is found in 14

NYCRR 853. 15(d) (3).

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



