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Date: March 26, 1999

Di vision: Tenporary Assistance

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Learnfare Statew de Expansion

ATTACHVENTS: None

The purpose of this menorandumis to clarify issues regarding Learnfare
i mpl enentation time-franes and available funding for the inplenmentation of
t he Learnfare program (Social Services Law 131-y).

98 ADM 7, Learnfare, directs local districts to submt Learnfare plans
by March 31, 1999. This directive al so advises local districts that this
Learnfare plan nmust include all schools within the |ocal social services
district. This directive renains unchanged.

Learnfare continues to apply only to children in grades one through six
in receipt of public assistance. No changes to this requirenent are
antici pated. However, a proposed anendnent to Social Service Law 131-y may
change the inplenentation tine-frames for Learnfare. Currently, Learnfare
nmust be fully inplenented in all social services districts by Septenber
1999. |If enacted, these changes will require that Learnfare be inplenented
in at least one-half of all school districts in all social services
districts for the school year beginning Septenmber 1999 and in all schools in
all social services districts for the school year begi nning Septenber 2000.
If alaw is promul gated which changes the current inplenentation time-franes
for the Learnfare program we w |l advise |local social services districts at
that tine. It is inportant that social services districts continue with
their current inplenentation schedul es.
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Learnfare "start-up" noney was |limted to those districts who chose to
be pilot sites in the 1997-98 and 1998-99 school years. Currently there are
no i nplementation funds for non-pilot districts inplenenting Learnfare for
the 1999-2000 school year. Wil e no funds have yet been appropriated for
Learnfare expansi on, the proposed executive budget includes $4 mllion for

Learnfare inplenmentation costs. However, in the January 15, 1998 "Dear
Conmi ssioner" Letter, all local districts were provided with an allocation
for Transitional Activities. This letter specified that districts may use

this allocation (100% TANF funded) for costs associ at ed with t he
i mpl enentation of welfare reform W consider the costs associated with the
start-up of the Learnfare programto qualify as an allowable expenditure
under this allocation. This may include conputer equi prent and counseling
services related to the Learnfare program

Many districts have yet to claim expenses against these available

funds. If a local district chooses to use these funds, claimng should be
done in accordance with instructions provided in the January 15, 1998 "Dear
Conmi ssi oner" Letter. Al program expenditures for activities nmust be

i ncurred before June 30, 1999, and all clains for these expenditures shoul d
be submitted by August 15, 1999. Subj ect to re-appropriation of funds,
activities may be extended. Any questions regarding this claimng should be
referred to Roland Levie (Regions | through IV) at 1-800-343-8859, extension
4-7549 and to Marvin Gold (Region V) at (212) 383-1733.

Questions regarding this release, or any questions regarding Learnfare
should be directed to your Division of Tenporary Assistance regiona
representative

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



