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Section 2
I. Purpose:
 

 The purpose of this INF is to provide local district staff with a corrected and updated version of the SSI
Benefit Levels Chart.  The chart is a resource tool, which assists local workers who perform necessary
case processing and maintenance related to SSI clients.  This chart replaces a previously issued chart,
which was an attachment to GIS 00TA/DC021.
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II. Background:
 

 The Social Security Administration (SSA) made an error in calculating the cost of living adjustment
(COLA) for January 1999.  This revised chart takes into account the corrected COLA increases, which
are being implemented in August by SSA.  Effective August 1, 2001, SSI recipients will be receiving
SSI benefits based on the new amounts in the revised SSI Benefits Level Chart.
 

 Previous versions of the SSI Benefits Level chart were only available in DSSP/InfoOffice software,
which often made sharing the chart electronically difficult.  This revised chart was developed in
Microsoft Word to alleviate the sharing and distribution problem.

 

III. Program Implications

No specific action is warranted by the issuance of the revised Benefits Level Chart.  It is simply a tool to
assist local district staff.

Please refer to the follow releases:

q 01TA/DC025 “Temporary Assistance Budgeting; Implications of Federal SSI/SSA Rate
Miscalculation Adjustment”, which informed districts of the impact of SSA actions on temporary
assistance programs.

q 01TA/DC021 “Exclusion of Certain Retroactive SSI Payments as Lump Sums for Food Stamps”,
for instructions on handling the increased SSI benefits as it pertains to the food stamp program.

q 01TA/DC026 “Interim Assistance Recovery and Misdirected Retroactive SSA Benefits”, which
informed districts when the retroactive SSI benefits will be issued and how to handle misdirected
benefits.

q Abel Transmittal 01-3 “ SSA Cola Error” addressed the increased shelter amounts which were put
into place effective August 1, 2001.
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