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Section 2

Purpose

This Informational Letter (INF) advises Rest of State (ROS) districts, outside of New
York City, that the Automated Budgeting Eligibility Logic (ABEL) system will support
the required proration of the initial monthly grant for all Temporary Assistance (TA)
ABEL shelter type codes. Recent ABEL enhancements provide system support for the
compliance with Office Regulation 18 NYCRR § 351.8(c)(2) to prorate the initial
monthly TA grant. This system enhancement will provide administrative relief and
assure accurate policy application of initial monthly grant proration rules. This is not a
change in statewide TA policy.

Background

TA grant levels are determined by various living arrangements, which are reflected in
ABEL as the case’s shelter type. Proration rules, which are date specific, determine the
portion of a grant that a recipient is entitled to receive for any part of a month. ABEL did
not support the initial monthly proration policy for all living arrangements (shelter types),
which required districts to complete manual calculations for the unsupported shelter types
when opening a case, in order to issue the correct initial monthly grant.

Program Implications

ROS districts will no longer manually calculate the initial monthly grant for any ABEL
shelter type.

ABEL will complete the calculation of the initial month grant proration for all living
arrangements, based on the shelter type (TY) code entered in the “Shelter Expenses”
section and the “Effective Date” period of the ABEL TA input screen for ABEL
transaction (TRAN) type codes “02-Opening” or “10-Reopening.”

This ABEL enhancement will be available for TA budgets calculated as of 10/03/11 with
FROM DATES of 10/01/11, or after, for all shelter types.

Proration rules are applied to the 30-day TA monthly standard to determine the portion of
the monthly grant that a TA recipient is entitled to receive for any part of a month. The
30-day monthly standard means that each calendar month is considered to have 30 days,
regardless of the actual number of days in the calendar month. Likewise, semi-monthly
periods are considered to have 15 days. ABEL will establish a daily rate and generate the
correct initial monthly grant based on the data entered on the ABEL TA input screen.

The Client Notification System (CNS) will support this ABEL enhancement without
additional worker input or coding.

ABEL will carry over the appropriate TA amount into the TA/FS budget without
additional worker input or coding.
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