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l. PURPOSE
This directive will advise social service districts how to treat
Agent Orange paynents for purposes of deternmining eligibility and
degree of need for public assistance and food stanps.

. BACKGROUND
Previ ously, districts had been advised by GI1.S. nessages
(89 I MDC0D22 and 90 | M DCO06) how to treat Agent Orange paynments when
determining eligibility and benefit anpbunt under the ADC and HR
Pr ogr ans. Because of differences in Federal and State |aws (PL 101-
239 and Chapter 743 of the Laws of 1989, respectively) the policy
regardi ng Agent Orange paynents was distinct for each program
However, Chapter 517 of the Laws of 1990 now requires that Agent
Orange paynments be treated simlarly for all neans - tested public
assi stance prograns including ADC, HR, PG ADC (upstate) and HRPG
(NYC) .

[, PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS
This law wll enable veterans or their surviving fanily nenbers who
are entitled to Agent Orange paynments to receive public assistance or
food stanps w thout such paynents affecting their public assistance
grants or food stanp benefits.

I V. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A. Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

Social service districts nust disregard as i ncone and resources
when determ ning public assistance eligibility and degree of
need any paynents received:

1. under the Agent Orange Settlenment Fund;

2. from any other fund established pursuant to the settl enment
inthe In re Agent Orange Product Liability litigation; or

3. fromcourt proceedings brought as a result of persona
injuries sustained by veterans resulting fromexposure to
di oxi n or phenoxy herbicides in connection with the war in
I ndochi na during the period January 1, 1962 through May 7,
1975.
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Any public assistance househol d whi ch docunents that it is owed
benefits because it was denied or wunderpaid public assistance
after January 1, 1989 due to the receipt of exenpt Agent O ange
noni es nust have corrective paynents nmade to it. At the tinme of
next contact or recertification the agency nmust review each case
to determine if any corrective payments are necessary.

Food St anps
For food stanps, social service districts nust disregard as

income and resources in the nonth received for determning
eligibility and benefit levels, any paynents nade from

1. t he Agent Orange Settlenent Fund; and

2. any other fund established pursuant to the settlenent In re
Agent Orange Product Liability litigation

Benefits nust be restored to any household which reports and
docunents that it was denied or under issued food stanp
benefits due to the receipt of Agent Orange payments back to
January 1, 1989.

Medi cal Assi st ance

Agent Oranges paynents are exenpt fromincone and resources in
determ ning Medical Assistance eligibility. An Adm nistrative
Directive to nore specifically address treatnent of Agent O ange
paynments will be issued.

EFFECTI VE DATE

Thi s

directive is effective April 1, 1991 retroactive to

January 1, 1989.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



