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The purpose of this release is to advise social services  districts  of  the
provisions of Chapter 37 of the Laws of 1991 which extended Section 473-c of
the Social Services Law (SSL) until July 1, 1992.

Section 473-c SSL authorizes districts to contract with other public or not-
for-profit  agencies  for  the  purpose  of  establishing Community Guardian
Programs to  provide  conservatorship  and  committee  services  to  certain
recipients  of  Protective  Services  for  Adults  (PSA),   pursuant  to the
provisions of Articles 77 and 78 of Mental Hygiene Law (MHL).   Requirements
for  the establishment and implementation of Community Guardian Programs are
contained in Section 457.12 of the Department's regulations.

Section 457.1(c)(7) of the Department's regulations  requires  districts  to
arrange for guardianship,  conservatorship,  commitment and other protective
placements as needed on behalf  of  PSA  recipients.    Section  457.1(c)(9)
requires  the districts to function as conservator on behalf of a PSA client
when no one else is willing and able to act in this capacity.  Section 473-c
SSL  gives  districts  the  option  of  providing  conservator and committee
services through contracts with Community Guardian Programs.

To date only one district,  New York  City,   has  established  a  Community
Guardian  Program.    New  York City implemented its initial contract with a
not-for-profit agency in February 1987.    As  of  March 31, 1991,  New York
City's program has provided services to 318 impaired adults.

                                                                
                                      William E. Gould
                                      Acting Deputy Commissioner
                                      Division of Adult Services


