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Mental Health to Administrators of Conmmunity
Hospitals with Psychiatric Units
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In July of 1990, the State Ofice of Mental Health (OW) issued GCeriatric
Admi ssion Quidelines which were intended to be wused by State operated
psychiatric centers. The stated purpose of the guidelines was to assure
that elderly individuals admtted to these State operated centers were
seriously nentally ill and in need of psychiatric treatnent, had been
adequat el y prescreened to assure their appropriateness for inpatient
psychiatric treatnent, were nedically stable and had been carefully
considered for other appropriate treatnment alternatives before placenent in
a State psychiatric center was nade. The guidelines also represented a
further attenpt by OWH to prevent the adnission to State operated
psychiatric facilities of persons with a primary diagnosis of denmentia and
no co-existing nental illness, since these individuals are not considered
seriously nentally ill.

Earlier this year OW |l earned that a nunber of commnity hospitals wth
psychiatric wunits had adopted the Geriatric Adm ssion Guidelines. On
Oct ober 16, 1991, OWH sent a menorandum to the adninistrators of al

conmunity hospitals wth psychiatric units advising them that these
guidelines do not apply to psychiatric wunits in general hospi tal s,
especially those that are designated to do involuntary adm ssions for the
pur poses of psychiatric observation, care and treatnment under Article 9.39
of the Mental Hygi ene Law. The nenorandum states that there is nothing in
the Article 9.39 statutory | anguage which would preclude a 9.39 hospita
from admtting an individual with a diagnosis of denmentia for observation

and assessnent if the presenting behaviors are considered to constitute "a
danger to self or others" as defined in the statute. The proper clinica
di sposition of the case can be made only after such an assessment is
conpl et ed. The nmenmorandum clearly indicates that it is legally and

clinically inappropriate for community hospital staff to nmke assunptions
about the needs of an individual who is suspected of suffering fromdenentia
wi thout confirmati on of that diagnosis and diagnosis of any co-existing
psychi atric disorder for which psychiatric treatnment may be indicated.

The Departnent expects that OvH s clarification to community hospitals wll
nake it easier for local districts to obtain inpatient evaluations and
tr eat nent for persons with Al zheiner's Disease and other denentias.
Districts are rem nded that they may utilize the PSA energency room and
board provisions to pay for hospital adm ssions for these persons, pursuant
to the conditions set forth in 90 ADM 40.

WIlliamE. Gould
Acting Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Adult Services



