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DIVISION: Income
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Soci al Services
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SUBJECT: Enmer gency Assistance to Fanilies Wth Children (EAF)
for Undocunented Aliens

SUGGESTED
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Medi cal Assistance Directors
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The purpose of this letter is to clarify EAF eligibility for undocunented
al i ens. Undocunented aliens are aliens unlawfully residing in the United
States (U.S.) or aliens who are unable to furnish evidence that they are
lawfully residing in the U S.

There is no basis in current State Social Services Law, Departnent
Regul ations or in our title IV-A State Plan for excluding undocunented
aliens from EAF. W have received further clarification fromthe U. S
Depart nent of Health and Human Services (HHS) that they do not regard the
ADC citizenship and alienage requirements as applying to EAF

Therefore, if they neet all other eligibility criteria for EAF, undocunented
aliens are eligible to recei ve EAF. Such undocurented aliens nmust stil
conplete the application form (DSS- 2921 or DSS-2921(NYC) in New York City).
However, undocunmented aliens do not need to conplete the alien/citizenship
declaration section of the application or provide a social security nunber
in order to receive EAF. Local districts should explain to wundocunented
aliens that EAF assistance is limted and should detail what this will mean
for each specific undocunented alien

Undocunented aliens eligible for EAF are not automatically entitled to
Medi cal Assistance (MA) and shoul d be advised to apply separately for MA in
t he event of energency nedi cal need.

Local districts should also explain to undocunented aliens who apply for EAF
that one criterion for INS accepting any application for legal status is
whet her or not an individual is likely to becone a public charge. Should an
undocunent ed i ndi vidual at some point apply for legal status, the prior use
of EAF could be a deternining factor in the likelihood of future public
charge status.

This information will be included in a PASB update.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



