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SUBJECT: Rei mbur serent for Neonatal Anbul ance Transportation
to Regional Perinatal Centers

SUGGESTED

DI STRI BUTI ON: Medi cal Assi stance Staff
Transportation Staff
Staf f Devel opnent Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: For additional information contact Anna Maynard at
1- 800- 342- 3715, extension 41966 (QA USERI D 90E054).

For information regarding affiliation agreenents
contact Marilee Grygel ko, Division of Famly Health,
NYS Departnent of Health, Room 878, Al bany, NY 12237,
518/ 486- 6065.
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l. Pur pose

The purpose of this letter is to informyou of the change in Medicaid
rei mbursement policy for neonatal (newborn) anbul ance transportation
services between comunity hospitals and Regi onal Perinatal Centers (RPCs)
instituted by the New York State Departnent of Health. Effective July |
1 992, anmbul ance transportation (surface only) of critically-ill newborn
i nfants becane the responsibility of Regional Perinatal Centers. They will
arrange for necessary anbulance services and be reinbursed by Medicaid
directly.

1. Background Infornmation

Regi onal i zation of neonatal services into a single systemof care was
established by the New York State Departnent of Health (DOH) to assure that
each infant who requires intensive care receives it as expeditiously as
possible in the appropriate facility. These facilities, Regional Perinata
Centers, nust have signed and executed affiliation agreenents with community
hospitals wthin their region according to Title 10 of the Compilation of
Codes, Rules and Regul ations of the State of New York (10 NYCRR) 405. 21,
effective January |, 1989. The RPC will be responsible for finding a RPC
hospital bed and arranging for neonatal anbulance transportion of the
critically-ill infant to the RPC. At tinme of discharge the RPC will arrange
for the transfer of the infant back to the conmunity hospital. Pl ease
note that neither air transportation of neonatal infants nor naterna
transportation is covered under this program

The following hospitals have been designated by the New York State
Depart nent of Health as Regi onal Perinatal Centers:

Nane of Hospital Location
Chi | drens Hospit al Buf fal o
Strong Menorial Hospital Rochest er
Crouse-1rving Menorial Hospital Syracuse
Al bany Medi cal Center Hospital Al bany
West chest er County Medi cal Center Val hal | a
Mont ef i ore Medi cal Center (Einstein) Br onx
Bronx Munici pal Hospital Center Br onx
North Central Bronx Hospital Br onx
Ki ngs County Hospital Center Br ookl yn
Uni versity Hospital of Brooklyn Br ookl yn
Bel | evue Hospital Center Manhat t an
Ti sch Hospital Manhat t an
Mount Sinai Hospital Manhat t an
New Yor k Hospital Manhat t an
Presbyteri an Hospital Manhat t an
Long Island Jew sh Medical Center New Hyde Park
Nassau County Medi cal Center East Meadow
W nt hrop University Hospital M neol a
North Shore University Hospital Manhasset

Uni versity Hospital St ony Brook
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I1l. Reinbursement for Neonatal Anbul ance Transportation

The DOH conducted a study of neonatal anmbul ance transportation costs
and has established a rei nbursenent rate of $602.57. As of July I, 1992,
rei mbursement for neonatal anbul ance transportation of critically-ill, high-
risk infants to and froma RPC will be nade to Regional Perinatal Centers.
Local district staff will no | onger receive requests from providers for
prior authorization of this anbul ance transportation service. This service
will be authorized by the RPCs, and paynent will be nade by them to the
anbul ance conpani es.

Gregory M Kal adj i an
Executive Deputy Conmi ssi oner



