Transmittal No: 92 LCM7
Date: January 8, 1992

D vision: |ncone Mintenance

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Family Sel f-Sufficiency (FSS) Program

ATTACHVENTS: None

The purpose of this nmenorandumis to advise |local social service districts
that the Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent (HUD) has nmade fundi ng
avail able to Public Housing or Indian Housing Authorities (PHAIHA) to
develop a conprehensive program which conmbines housing assistance with
appropriate services to hel p famlies becone sel f-sufficient and
economni cal |y i ndependent.

The Famly Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program pronotes the devel opnent of |oca
strategi es which include job training, child care and transportation
through a cooperative effort wth private and public resources to assist
those famlies eligible for or receiving benefits through the Section 8

certificate or voucher progranms. |n federal fiscal years 1991 and 1992, the
programis voluntary. However, this program nust be inplenented by fisca
year 1993.

To pronote the concept of Fanmily Self-Sufficiency, HUDis providing public
and Indian housing devel opnent grants (nust be applied for by PHA s/IHA's)
as an incentive. The application nust include a commitnent of public and
private resources, including conmtnent of resources fromprivate industry,
for profit and not-for-profit entities, and local public agencies to provide
servi ces and assi stance appropriate to a FSS program

Services include: <child care; transportation; renedial education; secondary
or post-secondary education; job training, preparation and counseling;
substance abuse treatnent and counseling; training in honemaki ng and
parenting skills; training in noney nanagenent; training in household
managenent; counseling in honme ownership responsibilities and opportunities
avai |l abl e for rental and honme ownership in the private housing narket; job
devel opnent and pl acenent.
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Section 8 adnministrators/local housing authorities who wish to apply for the
incentive grants wll be required to forma Program Coordi nati ng Commi ttee
t hrough which commitnments of public and private resources to provide
supportive services to participating famlies must be obtained. An
i mportant conponent to the success of this programwill be the coordination
with local social services districts, especially with regard to services
avai | abl e through the Job Qpportunity and Basic Skills Training Program and
Job Training Partnership Act Prograns.

Fam lies that may becone involved in this program are |lowinconme or in
recei pt of public assistance. A successful effort in this endeavor will be
beneficial to the local housing adm nistrator, the |local social services
district and nost inportantly to the recipient fanmily. | amrequesting that
you cooperate with the local housing authorities/section 8 adnmnistrators to
the fullest extent possible in this endeavor. It is important that al
local social services districts comunicate with these adm nistrators to
ensure that appropriate enploynent and training nechanisns are fully
utilized.

If you have any questions regarding this nmenorandum please contact your
techni cal advisor fromthe Bureau of Enploynent Prograns at 1-800-342-4100,
ext ensi on 3-8377.

Your anticipated cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



