DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 93 LCM 16

Date: February 11, 1993

Division: Services & Community
Devel opnent

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Family Unification Program

ATTACHVENTS: There are no attachnents to this LCM

I am pleased to share with you that the New York State Division of Housing
and Community Renewal (DHCR), in conjunction with this Depart ment ,
successfully applied to the federal Departrment of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent (HUD) to participate in the federal denobnstration program the
Fam |y Unification Program You were previously advised of the opportunity
to join in the statew de application devel oped by DHCR and NYSDSS through
92 LCM 126, dated August 19, 1992.

The following |local Departnents of Social Services have been approved to
participate in the Fam |y Unification Program

Chaut auqua Her ki ner Sar at oga

Chemung Madi son Suf f ol k

Dut chess Ontario St euben

Essex O ange Sul l'i van

Frankl i n Cswego Wom ng

Genesee Rockl and
Qur st at ewi de application was successful in securing 87 Section 8
certificates fromthe New York City HUD Regional Ofice to be targeted to
participating Metropolitan Region districts outside of New York City. In
addition, 59 Section 8 certificates were awarded by the Buffal o HUD Regi onal
Ofice and wll be targeted to the participating districts in the rest of

the state.
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W were also pleased to learn that several |ocal applications were
successful as well. The New York City Housing Authority received 101

Section 8 certificates which will be jointly administered with the Child
Wel fare Administration. The Spring Valley Housing Authority al so received a
grant of 20 certificates which they will be adm nistering with the Rockland
County Departnment of Social Services. Tonmpki ns County Departnent of Socia
Services wll be collaborating with the |Ithaca Housing Authority to
adm ni ster 22 Section 8 certificates under the Fam |y Unification Program

W are currently working with DHCR to identify responsibilities of each
agency and suggested procedures to be used to inplenment the program at the
| ocal |evel. W anticipate that we will hold Regional Meetings in the
spring for local district staff and Section 8 Adnministrators who wll be
jointly operating the denponstrati on program

Congress has reauthorized the Family Unification Programfor the 1993-1994
federal fiscal year for $75.0 nmillion, $25.0 million nore than the current
year's denonstrati on appropriation. W intend to build on this year's
experience to secure nore Section 8 certificates for New York's famlies by
again applying to participate in the Fanmly Unification Program We
anticipate that the Notice of Funding Availability will be issued by June
1993 and will notify districts as soon as new information is avail abl e.

We encourage those districts which are not «currently participating to
expl ore collaboration wth either local public housing authorities or
Section 8 Adm nistrators to participate in the next round of funding, either

through a local application or as part of the statewi de application. Al
districts should review local procedures to ensure that all clients with a
need for affordable housing are referred for Section 8 housing. This is

especially inmportant for those preventive service and foster care fanmilies
who potentially could be served through the Fanmily Unification Program as
fam lies who are already on the Section 8 waiting |list nust be served first.

W will directly advise participating districts of next steps and specific
procedures for the inplenentation of the Famly Uni fication Program as
they are devel oped. If there are any questions concerning the program
pl ease contact Jayne Stillwell of the Ofice of Fanmly and Children
Servi ces, Bureau of Policy Planning at (518) 486-3448 or (0fb090).

Frank Puig

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi si on of Services and
Conmuni ty Devel opnent



