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PURPOSE

The purpose of this directive is to informsocial services districts
of a change in the Food Stanp Restaurant Program Honel ess food
st anp househol ds are now able to use their food stanp benefits to
purchase neals at a concessional (discount) price fromrestaurants
having a contract with New York State and authorized by the United
States Departnent of Agriculture (USDA) to accept food stanps.

BACKGROUND

In February 1983, t he Departnent inplenmented the provision of the
Food Stanmp Act of 1977 allow ng food stanp recipients who are:

o] elderly (60 years of age or older); or

o] A recipient of Supplenental Security Inconme (SSI) benefits; or

o] A spouse of a person 60 years of age or older or a spouse of an
SSI reci pi ent

to use their food stanmps to purchase neals in approved restaurants.

Wth the passage of the Mckey Leland Menorial Hunger Relief Act
(P.L. 101-624) in 1990, the definition of a honel ess neal provider
was expanded to allow honeless food stanp households, who are
"Restaurant Qualified", to use their food stanp benefits to purchase
neal s at a concessional (discount) price fromrestaurants which have
a contract with New York State and are authorized by the USDA to
accept food stanps fromeligible honeless participants of the Food
Stanp Program

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

Thi s expands the category of food stanp recipients who are program
eligible to use food stanps in approved restaurants.

REQUI RED ACTI ON

Soci al services districts have the following responsibilities
regardi ng this program

A Notify eligible persons of the availability of the Restaurant
Program at the time of «certification or recertification
Attachment 1 is an exanple of a notification that can be given.

B. Provi de each programeligible individual (that s, those 60
years of age or older and their spouses, SSlI recipients and
their spouses, and honel ess household nenbers) who wsh to
participate in the program wth an identification card (I1D).
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Use the DSS-104 (Rev 1/80) "ldentification Card for Federal Food

Coupons" and stanp or inmprint the words "Restaurant Qualified"

Indicate the certification period in the rectangular space

across fromthe signature box. The certification period is to
be deternmined as foll ows:

1. For the elderly and their spouse, the word "pernanent" mnust

be indicated for the certification period.

2. For the SSI recipient and their spouse, t he wor d

"permanent” nust be indicated for the certification period.

3. For honel ess househol ds, mark the Food St anp case

certification period in this area.

Social services districts nay provide the elderly and disabl ed

(SSI recipients) with a pernmanent ID card upon request. The

horel ess, however, nust receive a new card at each
recertification, if homel ess status continues. The "issued to"
box is to be conpleted by the social services district, and the
reci pient nust sign in the signature area. The "Restaurant

Qualified" stanp may be obtained by calling C ndy Cotrona at 1-

800- 342- 3715 extensi on 4-4230. A supply of the ID card (DSS-

104) was sent to all districts. Addi ti onal supplies may be

obt ai ned from Fornms and Publicati ons, NYSDSS 40 North Pearl St.

Al bany, NY 12243.

NOTE: |If a household consists of both restaurant and non-
restaurant qualified individuals, only "Rest aur ant
Qualified" individuals nay purchase nmeals wth food
stanps and nust be issued an ID card.

C. Provide a |ist of USDA authorized restaurants (See the Food
Stanp Source Book Section VIII (GQ) to participant households in
the programat certification. The |ist nust also be provided at
recertification, if there have been changes to the origina
list. A current list of participating restaurants should be
posted in the waiting room of the food stanp office, and
provi ded to ot her appropriate agencies.

NOTE: The Departnent provides districts with a list of all USDA
aut hori zed restaurants in the Food Stanp Source Book. This
list is updated by letter to the local district as new
restaurants join the program

D. Provi de i nformation about the restaurant program to al
reci pi ents upon request.

E. Ref er any restaurant inquiries about the Food Stanp Restaurant

Programto the New York State Food Stanmp Bureau (518-474-9225).
In order to participate, restaurants nust enter into a contract
(Menmorandum of Understanding (MOU)) wth the State whi ch
i ncl udes:
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1. i nformation on the Restaurant,
2. the discount that will be given (m ninmm 5%,
3. t he hours and days when food stanps will be accepted, and
4, a discrimnation prohibition clause.
An application formmust be submtted, along with a copy of the
restaurant's health certificate and nenu.
After the MOU process is conpleted, the State wll refer the
approved agreenent to the USDA The USDA wi |l process the
restaurant in the sane way as a retail or wholesale grocery
store or supernarket.

V. Systens | nplications

None
A/ Effective Date

Thi s

Admi nistrative Directive is effective February 28, 1994

retroactive to July 14, 1993.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economic Security



ATTACHVENT |
SAMPLE LETTER

Dear Food Stanp Househol d

The New York State Departnment of Social Services has a program which
allows certain people who receive food stanps to use the food stanmps to
purchase nmeal s at approved restaurants. In order to use food stanps in a
restaurant, you nust be:

o] 60 years of age or older or the spouse of a person 60 years of
age or ol der;

o] a recipient of Supplenental Security Incone (SSI) benefits or
t he spouse of an SSI recipient; or

o] horel ess.

Eligible food stanp recipients nmmy obtain a specifically stanped
identification card (ID). This card nmust be shown when food stanps are used
to purchase neals in a restaurant.

Restaurants participating in this programw |l be serving neals to
food stanp recipients at a discount-price. A list of participating
restaurants may be obtained fromyour |ocal departnment of social services or
by calling the New York State Departnent of Social Services toll-free
hotli ne nunber (1-800-342-3009).



