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PURPOSE

This directive describes the expansion of food stanp definition of
eligibility for those disabled persons who reside in certain group
living arrangenents. This change is set forth in Section 901 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act Amendments of 1991
(The Fact Act, P.L. 102-237) and was inplenented with S | M DC034
dat ed August 5, 1992.

BACKGROUND

Section 3 of the Food Stanp Act of 1977 describes those residents of
institutions who are eligible to apply for food stanps.

A qualifying institution is defined as a public or private nonprofit
group living arrangenent that serves no nore than 16 residents and is
certified by the appropriate State agency or agenci es under
regul ati ons issued under the Social Security Act. Previously, to be
eligible for food stanps, residents of these qualifying institutions
had to be blind or disabled and in receipt of Retirenment Survivors
Disability Insurance (RSDI) and/or Supplenental Security Incone
(ssl). The Fact Act expanded the types of disabl ed people who are
eligible to receive food stanps.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

As a result of this provision, residents who neet the definition of
di sabl ed as set forth in the Food Stanp Source Book (FSSB), Section
V-A-6. 1, and reside in qualified group living arrangenents, are
eligible for consideration for food stanp benefits even if they are
not in receipt of SSI or RSDI.

Most residents in these facilities receive SSI or RSDI and will not
be effected by this change. Those residents who previously would
have been denied because they did not have the qualifying incone
(RSDI and/or SSI) nay now be eligible if they are disabled according
to Food Stamp rules. Budgeting procedures have been devel oped for
these newl y-eligible residents who are not receiving RSD or SSI

REQUI RED ACTI ON

Those i ndividuals who applied for food stanps on or after February 1,
1992, who reside in qualified group living arrangenments and who neet
the food stanp definition of disabled (FSSB V-A-6.1-6.2) are eligible
for consideration for food stanps. In all cases, except when there
is public assistance (PA) income with no RSD or SSI, the SSl
Living-Wth-Qhers rate is wused when calculating the Personal Care
Cost. This procedure applies even when there is no SSI incone.
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A Goup living, Levels | and Il (with or without earned incone)
with PA incone but no RSDI or SSI inconmne.
The district must calculate the shelter anount off I|ine by
subtracting the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) anmount for one person
(or the food allowance returned by the facility if that is
hi gher) and the Personal Needs Al owance (PNA) fromthe normal
PA G ant.
B. Group Living Levels | and Il, (with or without earned incone),
with no PA or with PA in conbination with RSDI/SSI.
The district nust calculate the shelter amunt off |ine by
subtracting the TFP ambunt for one person (or the food all owance
returned by the facility if that is higher) and the PNA fromthe
| esser of the actual income or the SSI Living-Wth-Qthers rate.
C. State Operated Community Residence has no change in budgeting
procedure. Instructions are in the FSSB Section X-B-1.3.
V. SYSTENS | MPLI CATI ONS
A Upst at e ABEL
Conplete details for the procedures that are to be used on ABEL
to calculate FS Budgets for the affected cases can be found in
“Informati on #4: FS Budget for Group Living Residents Wio Are
Di sabl ed" on pages 27 through 32 of ABEL Transmittal 92-3.
B. New York City
Procedures have been developed and will be transmtted in a
forthcomng ABEL transmittal. In the neantinme it will be
necessary to do bottom|line budgets.
A/ EFFECTI VE DATE
This Directive is effective Cctober 1, 1994. Benefits nust be

restored to February 1, 1992.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economic Security



