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The purpose of this informational letter is to clarify Food Stanp Source
Book section V-1-1 paragraph 1d regarding the use of shelter expenses
including the Standard Wility Al | owance (SUA) in det erm ni ng
eligibility for expedited processing of food stanp applications.

One of the criteria for determning eligibility for expedited processing
of a food stanp application is when an applicant's conbined nonthly
gross incone plus liquid resources in the nmonth of application is |ess
than the household's rent or nortgage plus heating and/or utilities and
t el ephone expenses. In determ ning the household's heat and/or utility
costs, the allowances are to be cal cul ated using the SUA the household
is eligible for, wunless the household verifies expenses that exceed the

SUA allowance. |In that case the actual expenses are used. The conbi ned
heat/utility/tel ephone SUA is used even if the household does not incur
costs separate from the rent, provided that the househol d is

presunptively HEAP eligible.

For expedited processing the only wverification that is required is
identity of the applicant.

NOTE: Property taxes and fire insurance are added to nonthly nortgage
paynent s and utilities for conparison against income plus
resour ces.

EXAMPLE: Emily Smith is applying for food stanps for herself and her two
children. She works part-tine and grosses $100 a week.

The househol d has no other incone and no |iquid resources. Emily lives
in Al bany county and pays $350 a nonth for private rent. Heat and
utilities are included in the rent and she is HEAP eligible. Emly
only has verification of her identity at the tinme of application. She

has never received food stanps before.

To determine if Emily is eligible for expedited processing, the worker
uses the DSS-3938 Expedited Food Stanp Screening Sheet. The only
criteria Emly nay neet is the conparison of expenses to incone and
liquid resources.

EXAMPLE
| nconme/ Resour ces Shel t er Expenses
Mont hly | ncone = $433 ($100 x 4.33) Rent $350
Li quid Resources = $0 SUA $340
TOTAL $433 < TOTAL  $690
Since Enmly's nonthly incone and |liquid resources are |ess than her

shel ter expenses, she is eligible for expedited processing.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economi c Security



