DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 94 LCM 8

Date: January 21, 1994

Di vi sion: Services and
Conmuni ty
Devel opnent
TO Local District Conm ssioners

SUBJECT: Fanily Resource Center Survey

ATTACHVENTS: Blank Mailing List for Survey
(Avai |l abl e On-Line)

Division staff are working with the Council on Children and Fam lies and
Hunter College Center for the Study of Fanmly Policy to create and
distribute a directory of existing famly resource centers in New York
State. An accurate inventory of existing prograns will provide inportant
baseline information for both planning of program devel opnent activities and
future applications for federal funding.

A necessary first stop is to conpile as conplete a |ist as possible of
community progranms which mght fit the working definition of a famly

resource center. W wll next survey prograns to collect essentia
i nformati on regardi ng program design, services and funding. | amrequesting
your assistance in conpilation of the initial list.

Pl ease refer to the attached working definition and forward the nane and
address of any programs in your district which neet these criteria by
February 15, 1994.

The mailing Iist and any questions nay be directed to Pat Perfetto at 40
North Pearl St., 11D, Al bany, New York 12243 (518) 474-3963 or User 1ID
AY5610.

Thank you for your assistance.

Frank Puig
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Services & Community Devel opnent



Mailing List for Family Resource Center Survey

Wor ki ng Definition:

A Fam |y Resource Center is a neighborhood-based center that enphasizes
primary prevention and the devel opnent of fam |y and comunity capaciti es.
Fam |y Resource Centers offer integrated famly-focused services at the
nei ghbor hood | evel that support parents in their parenting role, pronote
optimal early chil dhood devel opnent, enhance family functioning, strengthen
i nformal support and nutual help anong fanilies, offer services to neet the
needs of families and link famlies to other services needed but not
provi ded by the Center.

Features (Including, but not Iimted to)

a physical base in the neighborhood that participants
experience as wel com ng

readi |y avail abl e drop-in hours

year-round progranm ng on site

policy of universal access to all nei ghborhood residents

non-deficit approach to fanmlies that highlights and builds
on existing strengths and resources of famlies

encouragenent and facilitation of informal support and nutua
hel p anong fanilies

flexible services tailored to neet the varyi ng needs of
i ndividual famlies

I i nkages to ot her services through on-going information and
referra

role of staff as facilitators in helping famlies acquire
informati on and skills, rather than as experts attenpting to fix
probl ens

participation of famlies as partners and sensitivity to cultura
val ues and nor ns



Using this definition, please conplete the information requested bel ow for
programs in your district. Return to Pat Perfetto, NYDSS, 40 No. Pearl St.,
11D, Al bany, NY 12243 or User |D #AY5610 (nake as nmany copi es as necessary).

Agency Nane:

Program Nane: (if applicable)

Addr ess:

City/ State/ Zi p Code:

Tel ephone Nunber:

Cont act Per son:

Title:

Agency Nane:

Program Nane: (if applicable)

Addr ess:

City/ State/Zi p Code:

Tel ephone Nunber:

Cont act Per son:

Title:




