DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 94 LCM 72

Date: June 23, 1994

Di vi sion: Conm ssioner's
O fice

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Jobs FIRST Wi ver Application

ATTACHVENTS: Wi ver Application "New York's Welfare Reform Agenda: A
Jobs FIRST Strategy" (not available on-1ine)

Attached is a copy of the Departnment's application to the federa
Departnment of Health and Human Services for waivers to enhance our Jobs
FI RST program These proposals were devel oped by a cross-division work team
of Departnent staff and refined through conments received by | ocal district
staff, the Welfare Reform Task Force, and staff from the four districts
anticipated to participate in the denonstration.

Among the 17 waivers are requests to permt AFDC and FS applicants to be
assigned to nore than just job search activities to help nmove them nore
qui ckly into jobs; consolidate several PA and FS eligibility requirenents to
stream ine administration; permt nore flexibility in the use of one-tine
work-rel ated expenses to prevent the use of PA; an easing of the marriage
penal ty; the elimnation of the deprivation factor in eligibility
determnation; and, allow unenployed, noncustodial parents of children on
AFDC to receive enploynment and training through JOBS.

As a condition of receiving approval for the waivers, New York will have
to conduct the waivers on a denonstration basis and contract for an
i ndependent eval uati on. The State wll not be allowed to inplenent

conponents of the waiver package in a variety of districts but nust instead,
i mpl ement the entire package in a small nunber of districts and conduct a
conprehensive evaluation involving control groups and individual case
tracki ng.
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In order to neet the evaluation requirenents, it was necessary to sel ect
districts that met certain criteria in ternms of caseload size, of fice
| ocati ons, and participation in the Child Assistance Program (CAP).
Districts neeting this criteria include Broone, Onondaga, Erie, and New York
Cty, and we anticipate developing a partnership with them for the
denonstrati on. It has been proposed that the denonstration be inplenented
county wide in Broonme and Onondaga, and in selected areas of Erie and New
York City.

We will keep you advised of our progress in obtaining approval of our
wai ver application. Should you have any questions or need further
information on any aspect of the application, pl ease contact Diane

Bai |l | argeon at (518) 474-9475 user |D aw6900.

M chael J. Dow ing
Commi ssi oner



