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l. PURPOSE

The purpose of this directive is to provide social services districts
with the details of numerous changes in current federal and State
food stanp policy required by the Mckey Leland Chil dhood Hunger
Relief Act (P.L. 103-66).

BACKGROUND

Congress enacted the Mckey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act
(M ckey Leland Act, Public Law 103-66) as part of the Omi bus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993. The M ckey Leland Act anends The Food
Stamp Act of 1977. The mjor goals of the anendnents include
ensuri ng adequate food assistance to applicants and recipients,
pronoting self-sufficiency, and sinplifying the provision of food
assi st ance. The amendnents will provide additional benefits to sone
househol ds currently in receipt of food stanmps (FS), and will extend
eligibility to sone households currently ineligible.

In passing this legislation, Congress sought to support the above
initiatives by enacting the amendnents |listed as follows, grouped in
accordance with their intended goal

Ensuri ng Adequate Food Assi stance

St udent Earned | ncone Excl usion

Excess Shelter Limt

Earned Incone Tax Credits

Honel ess Househol ds in Transitional Housing

CGeneral Assistance Vendor Paynent Exclusion (HR, VA and
PG ADC)

o Continuing Benefits to Eligible Househol ds

O O Oo0OO0oOo

Renoving Barriers to Sel f-Sufficiency

I ncrease i n Dependent Care Deduction Cap
FS/ E&T Dependent Care Rei mbur senent

Fair Market Value of Vehicles

Vehi cl es Necessary to Carry Fuel or Water

O O o o

Sinplifying the Provision of Food Assi stance

0 Househol d Definition Change
Three M ckey Leland Act provisions are not included in this release,
but wll be addressed in future Directives. These three provisions
are:

o Deduction for <child support paynents to non-household
nmenber s,

o Eligibility of <children residing with their parents in
drug/ al cohol treatnment centers,

0 Increased IPV Penalties for FS trafficking.
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[, ORGANI ZATI ON AND CONTENTS OF THI S DI RECTI VE
Each M ckey Leland Act provision in the following Section contains
its own subsections detailing Background, Program I mpl i cati ons,
Requi red Action, and Systens Inplications, instead of having one such
subsection only, for the entire Directive.
The tabl e of contents will guide users to the appropriate sections.

I V. COVBI NED BACKGROUND, PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS, REQUI RED ACTI ON AND SYSTEM

| MPLI CATI ONS

A Student Earned | ncone Excl usion
Ensuri ng Adequate Food Assi stance

Backgr ound

Bef ore Septenber 1, 1994, the earned incone of a child who was a
student at |least half-tine, who had not yet attained his or her
ei ghteenth birthday was excluded as food stanp incone. Thi s
exclusion applied to students attending elenentary school
secondary school or post-secondary school

As of Septenber 1, 1994, the earned incone of a househol d nenber
who is an elenentary or secondary school student at |east half
time, and who is 21 years of age or younger, is excluded as food
stanp incone. Secondary school students enrolled in a
vocational curriculum leading to a high school/GED degree are
consi dered students for the purposes of this anended student
i ncone exclusion criteria.

Program | npli cati ons

The change requires that the student nust be attending
el ementary school or high school, including pursuing a high
school equival ency diploma (GED). Inconme earned while attending
post - secondary education is no | onger excluded. The excl usion
now applies to students 21 years of age or younger. It is still
required that the student be attending school at |east half-
tinme. It may be necessary for district staff to contact the
educational institution to determ ne the institutions' «criteria
for half-time student status.

The exclusion is expected to result in an increase in benefits
to househol ds in which an enpl oyed nenber age 21 or younger is
attendi ng granmmar or high school. It may result in a very small
nunber of cases beconming eligible for FS that are not currently
el i gible. However, since incone earned while attendi ng post-
secondary education is no | onger excluded, this change could
i ncrease househol d i ncone, thereby decreasing benefits in
situations where a student wunder the age of 18 is attending
col | ege.
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Requi red Action
Excl ude as food stanp incone the earned incone of an elenentary
or high school student attending school at l|least hal f-time who
is 21 or younger.
The amended excl usion standards were applied begi nning Septenber
1, 1994 for new applications and at recertification for
partici pating househol ds. Partici pating househol ds not
rebudgeted by Septenber 1, 1994 nust be provided restored
benefits by next recertification for any nonth starting wth
Sept enber, 1994 when an underpaynment occurred because the
household was eligible for but did not receive a student incone
excl usi on.
Partici pating househol ds nmust also be evaluated by next
recertification to determine if the income of a student
attendi ng post-secondary school is being excluded. If this
i ncome is being excluded in these situations, the case budget
nmust be changed to include the incone. There is no over paynent
to such household for the period between Septenber 1, 1994 and
the date the action is taken to change the case budget, if the
action is conpleted by the household' s next recertification
When a student attains age 22, the case budget nust be adjusted
in the nonth following the nonth in which the student becanme 22
years of age
Systens | nplications
No systens inplications.

B. Excess Shelter Limt

Backgr ound

Prior to July 1, 1994, excess shelter costs were capped at
$207/ month. This [imt applied unless the household contained a
nmenber who was elderly or disabled as defined in FSSB V-A-6.1.
This provision wll phase out the shelter cap on the excess
shel ter deduction in two increnents, with the elimnation of the
shelter cap in January 1997.

Program | npli cati ons

This provision increased the excess shelter deduction limt
begi nning July 1, 1994. The shelter cap will then be entirely
elimnated in January, 1997. On July 1, 1994 the shelter cap
was i ncreased to $231. The second increase of the shelter cap
will occur on October 1, 1995 with an increase to $247. Renova
of the cap is effective January 1, 1997.
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This provision wll result in an increase in benefits for
househol ds and is expected to affect a significant nunber of FS
cases. Al so, a small nunmber of households that are not
currently eligible for FS nay becone eligi bl e because of the new
excess shelter limt threshol d.
Requi red Action
A Mass Rebudgeting/ Reauthorization (MRB/A) was delivered for
July inplenentation of the July 1st increase. The next
i ncrease, schedul ed for inplenmentation on Qctober 1, 1995, will
be mass rebudgeted as part of the Cctober 1, 1995 MRB/ A
reflecting food stanmp and Standard Uility Allowance (SUA)
changes. The elimnation of the shelter cap will be reflected
in the January 1st MRB/A in 1997. For budgeting details see
FSSB Xl -C-5. 1.
Systens | nplications
Upst at e
An MRB/ A ESD (Excess Shelter Maxi mum Deduction) delivered on May
23, 1993 (Initial Phase May 16) rebudgeted FS for the shelter
cap increase. ABEL Transnittal 94-2 explained details of
aut omat ed support and necessary foll ow up. A revision was made
to the ABEL cal cul ati on programeffective 7/1/94 to reflect the
new shel ter cap.
New York City
An  MRB delivered on the weekend of June 18 rebudgeted all cases
eligible for the shelter cap increase. A revision was nmade to
the ABEL calculation programeffective 7/1/94. Ful | details
were issued in ABEL transnmittals PA-B-94-2 and FS-B-94-2.

C. Earned I nconme Tax Credit

Backgr ound

Previously, any federal Earned |Incone Tax Credit (EITC) paynent
was excluded from food stanp household incone in the nmonth
recei ved and excluded as a resource for the nonth received and
the follow ng nonth. If a state had a state EI TC paynment, it
was excluded frominconme only if it was a non-recurring lunp sum
paynment. A state ElI TC paynent was not excluded as a resource.

Currently, federal ElITC advance (periodic) or |lunp sum paynents
continue to be excluded as countable FS incone in the nonth
received, and as resources for the nonth of receipt and the
following nonth. However, as of Septenber 1, 1994, both federa
and State EITC paynents are excluded as resources for 12 nonths
fromreceipt, provided the individual receiving the EI TC paynent
was participating in the FS Program when the EI TC paynent was
received and participated continuously during the 12 nonth
peri od.
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New York is beginning a State EITC programin 1995

Program | npli cati ons

I ncone

Al though the M ckey Leland Act change regarding EI TC paynents
does not affect how paynents are treated as inconeg, USDA t ook
this opportunity to clarify treatnment of EITC paynents as incone
for both federal and state paynents.

As of Septenber 1, 1994 federal periodic or lunp sum EITC
paynments received by househol ds applying for or participating in
the Food Stanmp Program continue to be excluded as incone in the
nonth received. Excl usi on of federal advance or periodic EITC
paynments as income is authorized by the Internal Revenue Code
and does not address State ElI TC paynents. State EI TC paynents
received as a lunmp-sum(e.g., a single anobunt representing the
payment for an entire year) are exenpt as incone based on the
| unp-sumincone exclusion permtted by the Food Stanp Act and
federal regulations. It is anticipated that State El TC paynents
will be by [unp-sumonly. However, if this policy changes and
State EITC suns are also paid as periodic paynents, these suns
wi Il not be excluded as incone.

Resources: Applicants

Federal EITC paynents are excluded as a resource in the nmonth
recei ved and the follow ng nonth. This also is not a change
fromprevious policy. A federal EITC paynent received the nonth
before an application is filed or in the filing month on a day
previous to the application filing date, is exenpt as a resource
until the third nonth after the EITC paynent is received. It is
possi ble that an applicant household could be eligible for one
or two nonths when the federal EITCis excluded as a resource
and ineligible in nmonth three due to excess resources.

The federal provisions for this exclusion do not apply to State
El TC s. State EI TC paynents received prior to the application
filing date and retained at the tine of application count as a
resource for such applicants/recipients.

Resources: Recipients

Both federal and State ElI TC paynents are excluded as a resource
for 12 nmonths fromreceipt if the individual is participating in
the FS program at the tinme the credits are received and
participated in the program continuously during the 12 nmonth
peri od. The nonth the paynent is received counts as nonth one
when deternmining the 12 nonth period. Breaks in program
participation of one nonth or |less due to adninistrative reasons
(e.g. late recertification or non-return of quarterly mailer),

are not considered as non-participation in determning the 12
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nont h excl usi on. Cases cl osed because of ineligibility (e.g.
excess income or excess resources) are considered to have breaks
in participation, even if the break is one nonth or |ess.
Persons who receive an EITC payrment while a nmenber of a food
st anp household continue to be eligible for the exclusion for
the remminder of the 12 nonth period if they nove to another
food stanmp househol d.
Federal and State ElI TC paynents received by an applicant after
the application filing date but before eligibility is determ ned
are consi dered paynents received by a recipient. This 12 nmonth
excl usi on applies to such paynents. This provision will enable
participating households to retain their eligibility for food
stanps but will not nmake additional househol ds eligible.
Requi red Action
Begi nning Septenber 1, 1994, for participating househol ds
reporting receipt of federal and state EITC funds, or for
househol ds adding a nenber fornerly participating in another FS
househol d on a continuous basis since receiving a federal or
state EITC paynent, anounts of an EITC paynent retained by the
food stanp household nust be considered an exenpt resource for
a twelve nonth period fromthe date of the receipt.
Systens | nplications
No systens inplications.

D. Honmel ess Househol ds in Transitional Housing

Backgr ound

Prior to Septenber 1, 1994, any anount of a public assistance
grant in excess of the state's established public assistance
standard for shelter with heat that was paid directly to a third
party for the cost of provi di ng a honel ess househol d
transitional housing was excluded as food stanp incone. In
addition, an anount equal to 1/2 the shelter standard wth heat
was al so excluded as food stanp incone.

As of Septenber 1, 1994 the entire anmobunt of a public assistance
paynment paid directly to a third party for the cost of providing
a honel ess household transitional housing is excluded as food
stanp incone.

Program | npl i cati ons

Begi nni ng Septenber 1, 1994, PA paynents paid directly to a
housi ng provi der for transitional housing to a honeless
househol d nust be excluded as incone for food stanp purposes.
This nmeans that these households will have | ess countable incone
when the amobunt of food stanp benefits is cal cul ated.
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No FS shelter expense deduction is pernitted for any shelter
expense that s paid by nonies that are excluded as FS incone.
Thi s neans that PA/FS househol ds which have the total cost of
shelter paid by vendor paynents, wi || have no shelter cost
expense included in the excess shel ter cost deducti on
det ermi nati on.

In sonme situations, honeless households nay pay sone part of a
transitional housing cost out of income other than public
assi stance incone. There is no exclusion for inconme other than
publ i c assistance incone. However, any part of a transitiona

housing cost paid by income other than public assistance is
all owed as a shelter cost when calculating the household's FS
excess shelter deduction

Exanple 1. PA/FS case with only PA incone

A honeless individual residing in a hotel/notel has a public
assi stance nmonthly shelter vendor paynment (paid directly to the
notel operator) of $700. The househol d's countable PA incone is
as follows:

not counted as FS i ncone

$700. 00 Transiti onal Housing Vendor Payment

$ 14.10 HEA (Honme Energy Allowance)

$ 11.00 SHEA (Suppl emental Home Energy Al |l owance)

count abl e as FS i ncone
$112. 00 Basi c al | owance
64. 00 Rest aur ant Al | owance

al | onabl e shel ter cost
$0. 00 Al | owed as Shelter cost

Exanple 2: PA/FS case with PA and Ot her incone

A honeless individual residing in a hotel/notel has $800 in
unearned incone. The individual is eligible for a $201 PA grant
that is a vendor paynent to the | andlord. The nonthly notel
rent is $700.00. The household's incone is treated as foll ows:

$201. 00 PA vendor shelter paynment is excluded income

$700.00 Monthly motel rent

$201.00 Anmpunt by PA as vendor paynent

$499. 00 Qut of pocket paynment fromrecipient's unearned i ncome
to landlord all owed as a shelter expense.

Requi red Action

The total anpunt of transitional housing vendor paynments mnust be
excl uded begi nning with the Septenber 1994 benefit. New York
Cty ABEL was nodified on June 20, 1994 and Upstate ABEL on July
18, 1994 to reflect this change for new budgets with effective
dat es of Septenber 1, 1994 and beyond.
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New York City WS nmass rebudgeted undercare cases on August 20
ef fective beginning with Septenber 1, 1994 paynents. Any cases
not done through nmass rebudgeting nmust be rebudgeted no | ater
than the next recertification. Restored benefits back to
Sept enber 1, 1994 nust be paid for any nonth in which a
househol d i s underpaid because it was entitled to, but did not
receive, the new excl usion anount.

Districts outside of NYC received lists of the cases affected by
this change. Districts were not required to r ebudget
participating households before Septenber 1, 1994, However,
restored benefits back to Septenber 1, 1994 nust be issued no
later than the next recertification for any nmonth in which a
househol d i s underpaid because it was entitled to, but did not
receive, the new exclusion anmount. Cases that successfully
conplete the ALL MRB/A will have the new exclusion anount
beginning wth benefits paid for October, but rmust be revi ened
for Septenber.

For househol ds affected by this provision, a nonthly increase in
FS benefits per household nay result. A small nunber of
househol ds previously ineligible for FS nmay becone eligible
because this provision may result in less countable income to
t he househol d.

Systens | nplications

Upst at e WS/ ABEL

On upstate WVS, beginning July 18, 1994, when the (Function) SF8
key is used on an ABEL PA Budget with a FROM Date of Septenber
1, 1994 or later, and the Shelter Type code is 06, 19, 21, 22,
33, 36 or 37 (i.e., Transitional Housing), new procedures were
impl enented to nmeet the requirenents that are specified in the
Program Inplications and Required Action sections above.
(Shelter paynents nade directly to the vendor will be subtracted
fromthe PA grant anpunt and the FS Shelter anpbunt before they
are displayed on the FS Input screen.) ABEL Transmittal 94-3
i ncludes details of ABEL procedures and describes how Ilists of
affected cases will be distributed and used. ABEL Transnittal
94- 4 describes the alert that will be set for affected cases in
the ALL MRB/ A

Downst at e WWB/ ABEL

Details of the changes to ABEL and the mass rebudgeting were
sent to districts in an ABEL transnittal

General Assistance Vendor Paynent Exclusion (HR VA, and PG ADC)

Backgr ound

Prior to Septenber 1, 1994, energy assistance paid to PAFS
recipients in the form of the public assistance HEA and SHEA
paynments was excl uded as food stanp incone.
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As of Septenber 1, 1994, in addition to the exclusion of

HEA/ SHEA paynents, state Public Assistance paynent anounts
restricted for the purpose of making vendor paynents to cover
energy or utility costs are not counted as food stanp incone.
New York State's categories of Public Assistance affected by
this change are Honme Relief (HR), Veteran Assistance (VA and
PG ADC.

Program | npl i cati ons

For purposes of this exclusion, energy or utility costs are

heating costs and costs for domestic utilities such as |ights,
cooking gas, and hot water as well as costs for drinking water
sewer usage and garbage disposal. The HEA/ SHEA paynents,

whet her paid to the recipient or restricted for the purpose of
maki ng a direct paynent to a vendor, continue to be excluded as
food stanmp incone. Effective Septenber 1, 1994, any anmpunt of a
HR, VA, or PEADC grant restricted for the purpose of making a
paynment directly to a vendor for energy or utility assistance is
al so excluded as food stanp incone.

This Mckey Leland provision will result in |less PA countable
incone and will therefore, increase FS benefits for certain
HR/ FS, VA/ FS and PG ADC/ FS househol ds.

Requi red Action

Heating and Donestic Utility Costs

For upstate cases, any new ABEL budgets done after July 18, 1994
for Septenber 1 or beyond excl ude vendor restricted paynents for
heating and donestic utilities such as Iights, cooking gas and
hot water, as incone.

QO her Donestic Utility Costs

PA paynent anmounts for drinking water (as a separate charge) my
be restricted for the purpose of nmaking a direct paynent to a

vendor . However, ABEL is not progranmed to automatically
exclude these restricted PA paynent amounts for drinking water
as FS incone. Because of this, any PA paynent anount for

restricted water costs nust be nanually subtracted fromboth the
PA countabl e i ncone and water anounts brought forward to the FS
I nput Screen for HR, VA or PG ADC cases.

There is no PA authority for providing a separate PA allowance
for sewer usage and garbage di sposal costs. However, if water
sewer or garbage di sposal expenses are included as part of the
total PA shelter ampbunt and are al so vendor restricted paynents,
t hese costs nust then be subtracted fromboth the PA countable
income and the FS shelter ampbunts brought over to the FS Input
Scr een.
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Eligibility workers nust do a new FS budget when changi ng the PA
case type to or froma federally funded category to ensure that
t hese vendor paynents are properly budgeted. For nixed FS
househol d cases, districts nust ensure that eligibility workers
doi ng ABEL budget calcul ations after case type changes to or
from a federally funded category, receive all utility
i nfornati on necessary to cal cul ate an accurate budget.

For upstate cases, any household with grant anpbunts restricted
for the purpose of nmeking vendor paynents for heating or
donestic utility costs which was successfully mass rebudgeted
for the OCctober Food Stanp standards change, had this new
exclusion used to calcul ate benefits beginning with the October
benefit. Budget s of househol ds changed for October as a result
of the nass rebudgeting rmust be reviewed by next recertification
and restored benefits issued for Septenmber, if an underpaynent
occurred. Cases that do not conplete the nmass rebudgeti ng nust
be reviewed by next recertification and issued restored benefits
for any nonth, begi nni ng Sept enber, 1994 in whi ch an
under paynment occurred because the new excl usi on was not used.

There is no required action in New York Gty for excluding
vendor restricted paynents for energy or donmestic utility costs
such as lights, cooking gas and hot water because vendor
restricted paynents nmade for these energy or utility costs are
amounts equal to or less than the HEA/SHEA and are therefore

al ready exenpt as incone. However, vendor restricted paynents
for drinking water costs shall be nanually calculated in
accordance with the instructions for districts outside of NYC
as described above. Currently, there are no NYC cases with

restricted paynents for sewer or garbage di sposal costs. Should
any such paynents occur, they nust also be handl ed in accordance
with instructions for districts outside of New York City.

Systens | nplications

Districts Qutside of New York City:

Beginning July 11, 1994 on training and July 18, 1994 on
producti on, when the SF8 key is used on a PA/FS Budget with Case
Type = 14 (PG ADC), 16 (HR), or 17(VA) and the FROM Date is
Septenber 1, 1994 or |later, restricted allowances for the
purpose of mmking a direct vendor payment for heating or certain
donestic utility costs such as |lights, cooking gas and hot water

will be excluded as FS incone. Restricted PA all owances for
paynment of drinking water costs are not autonatically excl uded
by ABEL as FS incone. Such a PA al | owance, when restricted,

nmust therefore be nmanually subtracted fromboth the PA incone
and water amounts brought forward to the FS Input Screen
Additionally, when water, sewer and garbage di sposal costs are
restricted and included as part of the PA budget shelter amount,
both the shelter anpunt and the PA incone anpbunt carried to the
FS I nput Screen nmust be reduced by the amobunt of the restricted
paynents. Further details about this change are contained in
ABEL Transmittal 94-3.
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New York City

Budgets with effective dates of 9/A/94 or later will exclude the
PA Fuel Allowance, to be paid as a vendor payment as countable
FS incone for all HR or HR/ PG cases which receive the PA Fuel
Al | owance. Budgets with effective dates prior to 9/A 94 wll
continue to include the PA Fuel Allowance as FS income. Further
details about this change will be included in ABEL Transnmittal
PA- B- 94- 3.

Addi tional ly, any restricted PA paynent for drinking water
costs shall be nmanually handled in accordance wth the vendor
paynment excl usion systens instructions for districts outside of
NYC, as described above. Currently, there are no NYC cases with
restricted paynents for sewer or garbage di sposal costs. Should
any such paynents occur, they nust also be handl ed in accordance
with instructions for districts outside of New York City.

Conti nuing Benefits to Eligi bl e Househol ds

Backgr ound

Prior to Septenber 1, 1994, food stanmp househol d benefits were
prorated follow ng any break in participation in the Food Stanp
program The Mckey Leland Act anendnent elimnates the
proration of benefits for househol ds unless the household is off
the Food Stanmp program for nore than one nonth.

Program | npli cati ons

Begi nning Septenber 1, 1994, when househol ds reapply after
havi ng been off the Food Stanp program for |ess than one nonth,
the first nonth's benefit is not prorated. Eligible households,
reapplying within 30 days after case closing during a
certification period or households recertified during the first
nonth following the end of the prior certification period, mnust
receive full benefits for the first nonth of the new
certification period.

Thi's provision includes househol ds who apply after the fifteenth
of the nmonth and who are entitled to receive conbined benefits.
This provision also applies to cases processed under regular and
expedi t ed procedures.

For households closed during a certification period, the date
for counting 30 days is the last day of the nonth in which the

case is closed. To determ ne the case closing nonth, use the
last nonth the client had the opportunity to participate as
detailed on BICS (cross county inquiry is available). In

i nstances where an individual was deleted, use of the WWHB
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I ndi vidual Case Inquiry Screen, section WNQ?2 (Individual CIN
or SSN Inquiry) can be used to access screen WNQL2 (Case
I nvol verrent of CIN). The Case Invol venent screen will show the
date of deletion. For infornmation about cases previously active
in New  York Cty, upstate districts can call the FS
Correspondence Control Unit at 212-240-4551. For a household
where a nenber has noved out, the 30 day count begins in the

last month in which the individual Ieft the first household.
Further, 30 days is considered to equal a cal endar nmonth. For
exampl e, if a case is closed during June, the first nmonth's

benefits are not prorated if the household files an application
by July 31.

For PA/FS applicants, whose application is filed within one
nonth after the end of the food stanp certification period or
case closing, the first nonth's food stanp benefits are not
prorated. However PA benefits will be prorated.

This provision applies in all situations when a person
partici pated in the food stanp program during the nonth
preceding the application or recertification nonth. Thi s

i ncludes persons who nove from one district to another and
persons who nmove out of a participating household and file an
application within 30 days.

This change does not change the definition of the application

filing date. The filing date is still the date that a signed
application is submtted to the agency. It is inmportant to use
the correct application filing date because the thirty day tine-
frame for processing the application is still counted fromthe

application filing date.

This provision will result in additional benefits for eligible
househol ds reapplying within 30 days after a case closing.

Requi red Action

As of Septenber 1, 1994, households reapplying or recertifying
t hat have been off the Food Stanmp Programless than one nonth
nmust receive a full nonth's benefit, if eligible, instead of a
prorated anount for the first nmonth of certification

The followi ng exanples illustrate this provision
Exanmpl e nunber 1. Jay Jeveu' s, an NPA- FS reci pi ent,
certification period ended June 30. He does

not submit his recertification application to
the district until July 16. The application
filing date is July 16. Action nust be taken
on the application within 30 days of July
16. If eligible, he will receive food stanp
benefits for the entire nmonth of July and for
the entire nonth of August because he applied
after the 15th of the nonth.
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| f he wai t ed and submi tted hi s
recertification application on August 12, he
would receive prorated food stanp benefits
fromhis date of application, August 12
(filing date), if eligible.

Exanpl e nunber 2: Mag Hai r day' s, an ADC reci pi ent,
certification period ended June 30. She does
not recertify and her case is closed June
30. She reapplies on July 12 (filing date).
If eligible, she will receive food stanp
benefits for the entire nonth of July and
pror at ed PA benefits from the date she
conplies with all PA eligibility requirenents
and is deternined eligible for PA

| f she wai t ed and subm tted her
recertification application on August 19, she
would receive pro-rated food stanp benefits
fromthe date of her application, August 19
and pro-rated PA benefits fromher date of
conpliance, if eligible.

Exanpl e nunber 3: Ted Center, an HR recipient, does not attend
his recertification interview and his case is
closed June 10. He reapplies July 16 (filing
date) . If eligible, the beginning date of
his HR benefits will be August 29 (45 days)
and his food stamps July 1.

If he waited and applied on August 8 (filing
date), he would receive pro-rated food stanp
benefits from the date of his application
August 8, and prorated HR benefits as of
Septenber 21, if he were determ ned eligible.

Exanpl e nunber 4. Tom Ato's food stanp case was closed at his
request effective May 10th. Tom subnmitted a
new application for food stanps on June 19th
(filing date). |If eligible, he would receive
food stanp benefits for the entire nonth of
June and the entire nmonth of July because he
applied after the 15th of the nonth.

If Tomhad waited and subnmitted his food
stanp application on July 5th (filing date),
his benefits would be prorated from his
application dat e, July 5, if he were
determ ned eligible.

Systens | nplications

The application filing date is the actual date of the nobnth on
whi ch a signed/conpleted application is subnmtted to the
district. This date can be determ ned through WVB I nquiry.
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Upst at e
When the benefits are authorized, and if the client has
recertified or reapplied within one nonth after termnation of
benefits, the first of the nmonth following the nonth of
term nation nmust be used as the FROM Date both on the food stanp
Aut hori zation Period and the FROM Date on the pay |line used to
aut horize food stanp benefits on screen WKBKO6. The ABEL budget
nmust be <calculated using the first of the nonth follow ng the
nonth of termination as the effective FROM Date
New York City
For PA/FS cases, workers should continue to manually issue the
first nonth of FS benefits using the new rules for pro-rated and
full nonths benefits.
NPA/ FS cases that are reopened in less than 30 days should be
reopened through Undercare for the client to receive the ful
nont hs benefit. If benefits are to be pro-rated because the
case has been closed nore than 30 days, the case should be
opened through Eligibility. Benefits will automatically be pro-
rat ed.

G I ncrease i n Dependent Care Deduction Cap:

Renoving Barriers to Sel f-Sufficiency

Backgr ound

Prior to Septenber 1, 1994, the dependent care deduction cap was
$160 per dependent, per nonth. This anpbunt was raised as of
Septenber 1, 1994.

Program | npli cati ons

Ef fective Septenmber 1, 1994, the dependent care deduction cap
was raised to $200 per child, per nonth for each child under 2

years of age and $175 per dependent, per month for other
dependents. |If a child reaches a second birthday before the end
of a certification period, the dependent care deduction nust be
adjusted no | at er t han t he next regularly schedul ed

recertification.

Food stanmp benefits to affected households will increase. The
i ncreased deduction cap will also result in a snmall nunber of
cases becoming eligible for benefits. This policy change al so

provides some adnmnistrative ease because it st andar di zes
dependent care deduction policy between PA and FS prograns.
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Requi red Action

These increased deduction anpunts nust be used for househol ds
begi nning with the Septenber 1994 benefit. New York City ABEL
was nodified on June 27, 1994 and upstate ABEL on July 18, 1994
to use the new limts for new budgets with effective dates of
Septenber 1, 1994 and beyond.

Districts Qutside New York City

For districts outside New York City, both PAFS and NPA/FS
househol ds with a child care cost greater than $160 on the ABEL
budget were mass rebudgeted to receive a deduction of the actua

amount paid or $175, whichever is |ess, beginning with the
Cct ober, 1994 benefit. Thi s change was made as part of the ALL
MRB/A which is done every year to inplenent the yearly
adjustnment to the Food Stanp program standards.

Districts outside New York City must revi ew househol ds by next
recertification to determine if households are entitled to
recei ve a hi gher deduction for Cctober, 1994 and beyond (i.e., a
deduction between $176 and $200) and/or were entitled to a
hi gher benefit for Septenber, 1994. The district nust pay
restored benefits for any nonth a household was wunderpaid
because it did not receive the correct deduction. Rest or ed
benefits also nust be paid for any nonth, back to Septenber, to
any household which s underpaid because the househol d's case
did not successfully conplete the MRB/ A process.

New York City

In New York City, PA/FS cases were mass rebudgeted to raise the
child care deduction to the actual anmount paid or $200,

whi chever is |ess, for children under the age of two and the
actual amount or $175, whichever is less, for children over the
age of two. NPA/ FS budgets which contained information

regardi ng the age of dependents were al so mass rebudgeted this
way. These changes for both PA/FS and NPA/FS were nade as part
of the nass rebudgeting for the COctober change to the Food Stanp
pr ogram st andar ds. Budgets were changed to affect Cctober 1994
paynments.

NPA/FS cases without age information could not be nass
r ebudget ed. Rest or ed benefits nust be paid to those
househol ds. Restored benefits nust be paid to PAFS and NPA/ FS
cases nass rebudgeted but which were underpaid for Septenber
because the mass rebudgeti ng was done to start with the nonth of
Sept enber.
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Systens | nplications

Upst at e WS/ ABEL

On Upstate WMS, beginning July 18, 1994, when a FS Budget is
calcul ated on ABEL with a FROM Date of Septenber 1, 1994 or
later ABEL will performthe procedures that are specified in the
Program I nmplicati ons and Required Action sections above. A new
field on the FS Input screen will capture the nonth and year of
birth of each dependent for which there is a cost of care
entry. For a dependent through the nmonth that the child becones

two years old, ABEL will allow up to the $200.00 limt. For
children two and older, ABEL will allow up to the $175.00
limt. ABEL Transmittal 94-3 includes details of ABEL
procedures and describes how lists of affected cases wll be

distributed and used. ABEL Transmttal 94-4 describes the alert
that will be set for affected cases in the ALL MRB/ A

Downst at e WWB/ ABEL

PA/ FS Cases

Budgets with Effective dates of 09/A/94 or later wll cap the
i nput Daycare Anmpunt, |ess the ampunt issued as a Suppl enent al
| ssuance, at either $175 (children two years of age or ol der) or
$200 ( children less than two years of age). Budgets with
Ef fective Dates prior to 09/A/94 will continue to budget using
t he current net hodol ogy. ABEL Transmittal PA-B-94-3 provides
details of this change.

NPA/ FS Cases

Workers will now be required to input the child' s Date of Birth
in the Daycare DOB field on Individual Screen NSBLO6 whenever a
Daycare Amount is also input. The input DOB will be used to cap
the input Daycare Amount at either $175 (children two vyears of
age or older) or $200 (children less than two years of age).

Budgets with Effective Dates of 09/A/ 94 or later will wuse this
new et hodol ogy. Budgets with Effective Dates prior to 09/ A/ 94
will continue to budget wusing current rmethodol ogy. ABEL

transmttal FS-B-94-3 provides details of this change.

Client Notices System (CNS)

For CNS districts, | anguage has been added to include an
expl anati on when the child care all owance is reduced because of
a child turning two. The cal cul ati on expl anati on | anguage wil |

i nclude the month and year of birth of each dependent for which
there is a dependent care deduction
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H. Rei nbur senent for Dependent Care of FS/E&T Partici pants

Backgr ound

Before Septenber 1, 1994 t he dependent care rei nbursenent to
Food Stanp recipients participating in Food Stanp Enploynent &
Training (FS/E&T) activities was capped at the sane $160 per
nonth, per dependent that was provided under the child care
deducti on.

Begi nni ng Sept enber 1, 1994 the cap on dependent care
rei mbursement to FS/E&T participants was increased to the |ower
of the actual cost of dependent care or the applicable |oca
mar ket rate. However, the FS/ E&T cap nust be no | ower than the
dependent care deduction cap. See 93 ADM 22 for the | atest
revised | ocal nmarket rates for child care. Begi nni ng Sept enber
1, 1994 t he dependent care deduction cap has increased to $200
per child for each child under 2 years of age and $175 per
dependent for other dependents.

Program | npl i cati ons

Ef fective Septenber 1, 1994 the lints on dependent care
rei nbursements are raised to the |ower of the actual cost of
dependent <care or the local narket rate as provided in Section
415.9 of the Departnent's Regulations (the Ilocal narket rates
for child care al r eady est abl i shed). Dependent care
rei mbursenments are for food stanp recipients who incur out of
pocket dependent care costs as a result of their being enrolled
in FS/ E&T prograns. Even t hough househol ds nay be paid up to
the |l ocal nmarket rate, under no circunstances will the househol d
be paid a dependent care rei nbursement higher than the actua
out of pocket costs incurred by the household for the dependent
care.

Local nmarket rates for dependent care reinbursenent do not
include a rate for physically or nentally handi capped adults.
Househol ds may be rei nbursed for the actual costs of dependent
care for a physically or nentally disabled adult up to a
statewide limt for the dependent care deduction wused for
dependents age 2 and over.

FS/ E&T dependent care rei nbursenents are an inmportant source of
federal funding. FS/ E&T rei nbursenments are generally used for
NPA/ FS househol ds, applicants for PA/FS and NPA/FS who receive
expedi ted processing, and HR recipients. Al so, this provision
is expect ed to i ncrease benefits slightly for affected
househol ds.

Requi red Action

These new caps apply to FS/E&T plans and procedures after
Septenber 1, 1994.
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In sonme linted situations before Septenber 1, 1994, a FS/E&T
househol d nay have been voluntarily paying above the $160

| evel . Ef fective Septenber 1, 1994 these househol ds nust be
raised to the lower of the actual cost or the applicable |oca
mar ket rate. If the budget is not changed by Septenber 1st,

restored benefits nust be issued no later than the next
recertification for any nonth in which a household is underpaid.

Systens | nplications

Upst ate WS

The dependent care rei nbursenent may be i ssued by using paynent
type F3 on screen six of the WHE full data entry screens.
Future system enhancenents are being considered to support the
conputation of the local narket dependent care rates sinmlar to
what now i s done for the ADC JOBS suppl enental paynents.

Downst at e WG

Future system enhancenents are being considered to support the
conputation of the Ilocal narket dependent <care rates and
districts wll receive information about these changes under
separate cover.

Fai r Market Val ue of Vehicles

Backgr ound

Bef ore Septenber 1, 1994, the portion of a vehicle's fair narket
value which is $4,500, or less, was excluded when determni ning
the food stanp resource val ue of:

0 one general purpose vehicle per househol d; and

o any vehicle, in addition to the general purpose vehicle,
used to attend training or education preparatory to
enployment or to travel to and from enploynent or seek
enpl oyment in conpliance with JOBS or FSE&T requirenents.

The change to the Food Stanmp Act provides for a $50 increase in
the fair narket val ue exclusion effective September 1, 1994 and

anot her $50 increase effective October 1, 1995. Begi nni ng
Cct ober 1, 1996, the limt wll be indexed annually for
inflation over the year ending the previous June, using the

Consuner Price Index for new cars and using $5,000 as the base
of the cal cul ation.
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Program | npli cati ons
The anmpunt of the fair market value of vehicles that is not
counted towards the FS resource linmts is $4,500 through
August 31, 1994. The exclusion then increases as foll ows:

o $4,550 Sept enber 1, 1994

o $%$4, 600 Oct ober 1, 1995

o $5, 000 Oct ober 1, 1996
The change to the exclusion for Cctober 1, 1996 will be adjusted
by USDA, if necessary, and announced sonetine after June 1996.
The fair narket exclusion anbunt will be adjusted as of each
Oct ober thereafter.
The new vehicle resource linmts are expected to have a small
i mpact during the first two years of inmplenentation, since the
vehicle resource limt wll increase by only $50. However
after Cctober 1, 1996 the increased vehicle exclusion threshold
is expected to increase the nunber of households that are
eligible for FS benefits.
Requi red Action
Begi nni ng Septenber 1, 1994, social services districts were
required to begin using the $4,550 exclusion threshold.
Begi nni ng Cctober 1, 1995, the $4,600 exclusion nust be used.
Districts will be notified regarding the 1996 amount, which wll
not be less than $5, 000.
Systens | nplications
For CNS districts, |anguage has been nodified to include an
expl anation of the old and new resource limts.

J. Vehi cl es Necessary to Carry Fuel or \Water

Backgr ound

This provision excludes from countabl e resources the value of a
vehicl e that a househol d depends upon to carry fuel for heating
or water for hone use when such transported fuel or water is the
primary source of fuel or water for the househol d.

Program | npli cati ons

Ef fective Septenber 1, 1994 househol ds whi ch depend on a vehicle
to transport either fuel for heating or water for home use, when
such transported fuel or water is the primary source of fuel or
water for the household, nust have the value of that vehicle
excluded as a resource for food stanp purposes. Such vehicles
do not need to have any special capabilities or be specially
equi pped to qualify for the exclusion. Thi s excl usion nmust be
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allowed even iif there are other vehicles belonging to the
househol d that are excluded for reasons different than hauling
fuel or water. Also, the value of such vehicles nmay be eligible
for exclusion for an entire year even though the vehicle is used
to transport fuel or water for a concentrated period of tine
only (i.e. transporting wood for fuel during winter or fal
nont hs, for exanple).
This provision applies to households that live in areas w thout
operational fuel and water hook-ups. It also applies to
i ndi vi dual households that are wi thout fuel or water because
service has been term nated for non-paynent or other reasons
(i.e. water piped to a household that is not usable, for
exanpl e) . It applies to househol ds which voluntarily choose to
haul fuel or water, even though fuel or water hook-ups are
avai l abl e to the household, or where a utility connection to the
househol d is already in existence.
The deternination of what is considered a prinmary source of fue
or water is to be based on the information provided by the
househol d and existing case record information including ABEL
fuel codes.
This vehicle exclusion is expected to result in a snall nunber
of cases beconing eligible for FS that were not eligible prior
to the exclusion.
Requi red Action
Begi nni ng Septenber 1, 1994 vehicles used for transportation of
a household's primary source of fuel or water nust be excluded
as a resource for food stanp purposes.
Systens | nplications
For CNS districts, | anguage has been nodified to include an
expl anation of this exclusion

K. Sinplifying the Provision of Food Assi stance:

Househol d Definition

Backgr ound

The change in household definition was nmade to sinplify the
definition.

Under the new policy, the follow ng individuals |iving together
nmust be considered to be custonmarily purchasing and preparing
neal s together, even if they do not do so:

1. a spouse of a nenber of the househol d;
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2. a child(ren) under 18 years of age, other than a foster
child(ren), under the parental control of an adult

househol d nenmber who is not the child(ren)'s parent or
st epparent;

3. parents and their children or stepchild(ren) 21 years of
age or younger, who are not thenselves parents living with
their child(ren) or married and living with their spouses.

Program | npl i cati ons

The <change in the food stanp definition of who nust be
consi dered as customarily purchasing food and preparing neals
together will pernmit sonme persons previously required to be part
of a relative's food stanp household to be a separate food stanp
househol d.

This change could result in a significant nunber of individuals
becom ng eligible for separate househol d status, who are not
currently eligible for separate status. However, a small nunber
of households who were previously eligible for separate
household status based on a parent/sibling being elderly or
disabled may no longer be eligible for separate household
st at us.

Requi red Action

The food stanp household is based on which individuals living
t oget her purchase and prepare neals together. However, in
certain situations individuals nust be included in the food
st anp househol d even when they do not custonarily purchase and
prepare neal s together

Under the new policy, the follow ng individuals |iving together
nmust be considered to be customarily purchasing and preparing
neal s together, even if they do not do so:

1. a spouse of a nenber of the househol d;
2. a child(ren) wunder 18 years of age, other than a foster
child(ren), under the parental control of an adul t

household nenber who is not the child(ren)'s parent or
st epparent;

3. parents and their children or stepchild(ren) 21 years of
age or younger, who are not thenselves parents living with
their child(ren) or married and living with their spouses.

This change neans there is no longer a provision to extend
separate household status to individuals who purchase and
prepare neals separately if a parent or sibling is elderly or
di sabl ed. Because of this change, however, children age 22 and
over, living with their parent(s), can be separate food stanp
households if they purchase and prepare neals separately.
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Addi tional ly, siblings who |ive together can be separate food
stanp households if they purchase and prepare their neals
separatel y. This is because they no | onger nmust be considered
to be custonmarily purchasing and preparing neals together, even
when they do not. (However, siblings who Iive together with

their parent(s) or in a parental control situation cannot be
separate households fromeach other if they are required to be
in the same household as their parent(s) or parental control
adult).

The concept of parental control no longer applies if the child
is living with a parent, or step-parent. Such a child age 21 or
younger can be a separate household if the child is also living
with his/her child and/or spouse and purchases and prepares
neal s separately. It is no longer necessary to deternmine if the
parent or step-parent is exercising parental control in these
situations.

The concept of parental control now applies only in situations
where an adult, who is not a parent, stepparent or foster
par ent, is living with a child wunder 18. When naki ng an
assessnment of parental control for children under 18, districts
cannot consider a child wunder 18 living with their spouse or
child(ren) under parental control. (See FSSB Section V-A-2.1-
2.2 for other standards for determ ning parental control).

Districts nust apply this new household definition beginning
Septenber 1, 1994 for new applicants and by recertification for
partici pating households. Districts must review case records of
partici pati ng househol ds whi ch were not rebudgeted by Septenber
1, 1994 and restore benefits for any nonths when an under paynent
occurred because the new household conposition rules were not
appl i ed.

Determ nation of whether restored benefits are owed nust be
based on docunmented information in the case record i.e., whether
the case record indicates that the individual (s) clained at |ast
application or recertification to be purchasing and preparing
food stanps separately. Restored benefits nust be provided if
t he amount of food stanps the individuals would receive as
separate food stanp households is greater than the anmount they
received as a single food stanp househol d. If it is determ ned
that restored benefits are owed, the difference between what the
ori ginal household received and what the individuals would have
received if the new rul es had been applied nmust be issued to the
new househol d. If there is no indication in the record that a
househol d nenber was purchasing and preparing separately, no
restored benefits are owed.

O her food stanp househol d provisions are unchanged.
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CASE EXANPLES:

1. M. and Ms. Dale, both age 45, are applying for food
st anps. Also listed on their application is their
daught er, age 15 and their son, age 22. Their son
purchases and prepares neals on his own.

G Must the son be included in his parents food stanp
case?

A, No, under the new food stanp rules, a child over age 21
who purchases and prepares neals separately from
parents and siblings is not included in his parent's
househol d.

2. Lena, age 17 lives with her friend Mary, age 23. Mary pays
all the household shelter expenses. Lena is in high
school , does not work and has no incone or resources. Lena
is applying for food stanmps and indicates that she
purchases and prepares neals separately from Mary.

G Can Lena receive food stanps separately from Mary?

A No, it is reasonable to assune Lena is under Mary's
parental control because of their respective financial
situations. Chil dren under 18 years of age under the

parental control of an adult household nenber are
considered to be customarily purchasing and preparing
food together, even if they do not do so.

3. Yvette, age 17, and her infant child reside with Yvette's
aunt . Yvette indicates she purchases and prepares neals
separately from her aunt.

Q Can Yvette and her child receive food stanps separately
from her aunt?

A. Yvette and her child can be a separate FS case. The
concept of parental control does not apply because
Yvette has her own child residing with her.

4, Mary and Sandy, twin sisters age 25, |ive together and are
applying for food stanps. The sisters indicate that they
purchase and prepare neals separately. Nei ther sister is
di sabl ed.

G Can Mary and Sandy receive food stanps separately?

A Yes, there is no |longer a requirenent that siblings be
considered to customarily purchase and prepare neals
together , even if they do not do so.
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Jeannette a 17 year old and her infant son, live with her
parents. Jeannette indicates that she and her son purchase
and prepare neals separately from her parents.

G Can Jeannette and her son receive food stanps
separately from her parents?

A Yes, since Jeannette is living with her son and
preparing neals separately from her parents.

Emily and John, both age 50 live together with their adult
son Dirck, age 28. Emily and John are not narried and not
hol di ng thensel ves out to the community as such. Al three
i ndi cate that they purchase and prepare neals i ndependently
of each other.

G How many food stanp househol ds are there?

A, Three. Since all individuals purchase and prepare
neal s separately, and are not spouses or mnor children
living with parents, each individual can be a separate
househol d.

Skip, age 16, lives with his wife Liz, age 14, and his
parents. Skip is applying for food stanps for his wife and
hinself. Skip indicates on the application that he and his
wife purchase and prepare neals separately from his
parents.

G Can Skip and Liz receive food stanps separately from
his parents?

A Yes, since Skip is living with his spouse and
purchasing and preparing neals separately from his
parents.

M ke, age 19 and his sister Sadie, age 18 live together
Sadie is applying for food stanmps for herself. She
i ndi cates that she purchases and prepares neals separately
from her brother M ke.

G Can Sadie receive food stanps separately from her

br ot her ?

A Yes, since she is over age 18 there is no issue of
parental control. There is no longer a requirenent
that siblings be considered to be custonarily
purchasing and preparing neals together. Note: If
Sadi e was under 18 and under the parental control of
her brother, she could not be a separate food stanp

househol d.
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9. Kathy, age 16 lives with her friend Martha, age 17. Kat hy
is applying for food stanps for herself. She i ndi cates
that she and Martha share shelter expenses but purchase and
prepare neal s separately.

G Can Kathy receive food stanps separately from Mart ha?
VWhat if they were siblings?

A Yes, Kathy is not under Martha's parental control and
since Martha is not an adult, Kathy can be a separate
food stamp househol d. If they were siblings, t he
answer would be the sanme because there no longer is a
requi renent that siblings living together be considered
one food stanp househol d.

Systens | nplications

How to Budget Public Assistance Income for Single PA Cases
Separating into Miultiple FS Househol ds:

Shelter All owances: A prorata share of the PA shelter
al  owance is counted as food stanmp incone according to the
nunber of househol d nmenbers receiving the public assistance in
the FS cases. Exanpl e: A three person PA household in which
there are two food stanps cases, one for the grandnother and one
for her child and grandchil d. The PA shelter allowance is
divided by three and attributed to two separate FS househol ds,
one-third to the G andnother's PA/FS case, and two-thirds to
the 2nd and 3rd generati on NPA/FS case as they have two of the
PA nenbers in their househol d.

Basi ¢ Al | owances: A prorata share of the PA basic needs
allowance is counted as food stanp income according to the
nunber of househol d nenbers receiving the public assistance in
the FS cases.

Pregnancy Al |l owances: Any pregnancy allowance is attributed in
full to the FS case with the pregnant househol d nenber.

Child Support Pass-through All owances: For PA cases with only
one FS household wth child support in effect, any child
support pass through paynent is attributed to the FS household
with the child support paynent in place.

VWhere multiple court orders of support are in effect for one PA
case, but the support is intended for nmenbers in multiple FS
cases, t he pass through allowance is attributed to the FS case
with the PA case grantee init.
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Essenti al Persons: Persons who are not essential persons under

Danks v. Peral es essential person policy, are included in the PA
household and case counts to determine the basic and shelter
al | owance. The PA basic and shelter allowances are divided by
the nunber of people on the PA case and then attributed to the
FS househol d the essential person purchases and prepares food
Wit h. This is true even when the essential person constitutes
their own single FS case because they purchase and prepare by
t hemsel ves.

Note: For Danks v. Peral es cases, the essential person is
granted the full basic allowance for a case of one. This
full basic allowance for one is attributed to the FS case
contai ning the essential person. The shelter related
al l owances for the Danks v. Perales essential person
however, are based on the proration of the all owances for
the total nunber of persons in the PA case

How to calculate the Standard Wility Allowances (SUA) for
Heati ng/ Cooling, Wility and Phone:

The division of the SUA or actual heating/utility expenses
between the FS households is divided on a per food stanp
househol d basis, as is explained in FSSB Section XI-D-5 & 6.

WWB Systens | nplications:

WVE Budgeting Qutside of NYC

There are two options for the issuance of FS benefits to each of
the FS households in an affected PA case. Wth either option
the Co-operative Case Nunber field on WW5 nay be used to record
t he case nunmber of associated FS-M x cases.

The first optionis to establish a PA only case and then
establish a separate FS-M X case for each FS household within
t he PA househol d.

The second option is to issue PA/FS for the household that
contains the PA grantee through the WS PA case. (When that FS
househol d i ncl udes a person who is not receiving PA, however,
the first option nust be applied.) A separate FS M X case nust
be established, however, for each of the other FS househol ds.

Speci al ABEL Procedures

When the first option is used to admnister PA and FS, t he
Budget for each case can be cal cul ated and stored on ABEL
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On the PA case:

o on the ABEL PA Input screen, the case nunber for an
associ ated FS-M X case nust be entered in the FS CASE NO
field,

0 use the F8 key on the PA Budget and print the resultant FS
I nput screen for distribution to the worker for each FS-M X
case,

0 on section 6 of the Authorization DSS-3209, PA Food Stanp
code 04 or 06 nust be entered.

For each FS-M X case, the ABEL FS Budget is calculated with the
following entries (EXCEPT Danks v. Perales essential person
cases):

o the nunmber of FS households in the HI/AC UTIL or PHONE
i ndicator field;

o the contribution to shelter cost;

o the full income anpbunt from any source other than PA that
is received by a menber of the FS househol d;

o the nanually cal cul ated countable PA G ant:

00 when no pregnancy allowance is present, prorate the
FS countable PA Grant that is displayed when the F8
key is used on the PA Budget; OR

00 when a pregnancy allowance is present, first
subtract the pregnancy all owance fromthe PA Gant
that is displayed when the F8 key is used on the PA
Budget , prorate the renai ning countable PA grant,
add the pregnancy all owance to the prorated PA G ant
for the appropriate FS-M X case

When the second option is used to issue PA and FS:

On the PA/FS case

o

the PA and FS Budgets nust be cal cul ated on SCRATCHPAL t hen
transcribed to the Bottom Li ne Budget screen for the case,
the FS I nput screen should be printed i mediately after the
F8 key is wused on the SCRATCHPAD PA  Budget, for
distribution to the worker for each FS-M X case

t he procedures prescribed in the first option above for FS
M X cases nust be applied to the Scratchpad PA/FS Budget.

The procedures indicated in the first option above apply for the
FS-M X cases. (The FS Budgets can be stored on ABEL for the FS-
M X cases.)

Cal |

t he syst ems contact person for instructions on a

Danks v. Peral es essential person case.
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Inter Unit Communi cations/ Tr acki ng:
Met hods must be devel oped locally for the passing of case/budget
information to and fromPA to FS units. Exanples of this
i nclude devel opment of special unit codes to track cases and
ensure reports are routed and shared between appropriate units.
WVE Budgeting in NYC
Procedures for NYC system support will be issued separately.
V. CLI ENT NOTI CES SYSTEM ( CNS)
For CNS districts, notice |language will be changed to reflect the
program changes nmandated by this Directive.
FS Case Reason Codes for dosing, Recert-Cosing and Denials were
nodi fied on July 18, 1994 to reflect these changes in policy.
The foll owi ng Case Reason code will be del eted:
E75-Living with Sibling
The foll owi ng Case Reason Codes will be added:
F70- Parental Control of Child
F71-Child Under Parental Control
A migration summary will provide a detailed explanation. In CNS
districts, F70 and F71 will generate the appropriate notice |anguage.
A/ EFFECTI VE DATE

Al Mckey Leland provisions nust be inplenented effective Septenber
1, 1994, unless otherw se noted. However, if districts or WWVB mass
rebudgeting are unable to rebudget cases on this date, restored
benefits must be issued back to the appropriate inplenentation date.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Economic Security



