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l. PURPCSE

Thi s Admi ni strative Directive (ADM advises social services
districts of an anendnent to the Social Services Law (SSL)
relating to Medical Assistance (MA) eligibility for infants under
one year of age. Effective October 1, 1991, an infant whose nother
was eligible for and receiving MA on the date of the child's birth
is eligible for MA for up to one year from the date of birth
regardl ess of whether the nother remains eligible after the
preghancy ends.

BACKGROUND

Chapter 472 of the Laws of 1991 anended Section 366(4)(l) of the
SSL to conply with OBRA '90. Chapter 472 provides that a child
whose nother was eligible for and receiving MA on the date of the
child's birth wll be eligible for MA for up to one year fromthe
date of birth if the nmother would be eligible for MA if pregnant.
Since a pregnant wonman is provided continuous MA eligibility
through her pregnancy if she is deternined to be eligible for M
for any nmonth of her pregnancy (see 90 ADM9), this change
effectively provides uninterrupted MA coverage for the infant for
one year without the need for the nother's continuing M
eligibility to be verified.

On Cctober 3, 1991 A S Message 91MAO42 was issued instructing |oca
districts to inplenent the one-year MA extension for infants
ef fective Cctober 1, 1991

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

Ef fective COctober 1, 1991, an infant born to a wonan who is
eligible for and receiving MA on the date of the child's birth,
remains eligible for MA until his or her first birthday, so |long as
the child remains in the nother's househol d.

Not e: If a nother recertifies before the end of the postpartum
period and her inconme is now over 185 percent of the
federal poverty I|evel, the infant remains eligible

because the nother was eligible for and receiving MA when
the child was born.

In addition, the nother is no longer required to recertify at the
end of the 60-day postpartumperiod to continue eligibility of the
i nfant. The infant retains eligibility when the nother's
eligibility ceases at the end of the postpartum period. Thi s
automati c one-year extension cannot be discontinued for the
parent's failure to conply wth any non-financial requirenents,
e.g., social security enuneration, child support enforcenent.
However, the nother nust recertify during the 60-day postpartum
period if she wants to continue MA eligibility for herself.
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If the date of the <child's birth falls within the three-nonth
period prior to the nonth the nother applies for MA (retroactive
period), and the nother was eligible during the nonth the infant
was born, the infant is eligible for the one-year extension.

V. REQU RED ACTI ON

Local districts are required to enroll unborn infants of pregnant
wormren in the sane managed care plan as the nother unless she
specifically requests otherwise in witing.

The pregnant woman nust recertify at the end of the 60-day
postpartum period in order to continue MA for herself. She nust
not be required to recertify if she only wants MA for her infant.

If the pregnant worman fails to recertify, fails to conply wi th non-
financial eligibility requirenments, or is determned financially
ineligible, her MA should be discontinued at the end of the 60-day
post partum peri od, after tinely and adequate notice has been
given. However, MA must continue for the infant until he or she is
one year of age, regardless of the nother's current eligibility or
any changes in incone or resources.

If the date of the child's birth falls wthin the three-nonth
period prior to the nonth the nother applies for MA (retroactive
period), and the nother was eligible at the time of the infant's
birth, the infant is MA eligible until he or she is one year of age
regardl ess of changes in the nother's eligibility. If an infant is
hospitalized on his or her first birthday, MA eligibility will
continue until the end of the hospital stay.

If the child s birth does not fall within the retroactive period,
the one-year extension is not given. The infant's eligibility nust
be determi ned conparing the household inconme to 185 percent of the
federal poverty line.

A social security nunber for the infant, or an application for one,
is not required for MA purposes. Verification of the infant's
nane, date of birth and social security nunber is not required in
order to provide the one-year MA extension. However, this
informati on should be requested when the nother cones in for
recertification at the end of the 60-day postpartum period. |f the
not her does not recertify, the nother's closing notice should
contain the foll owi ng | anguage:

Al though you are no longer eligible for Mdical Assistance,
your baby is eligible for Medical Assistance until age one

year as long as the baby continues to live with you. If you
have not yet told us the baby's nane and date of birth, you
shoul d do so right away. If you do not give us your baby's

nane and date of birth, we nmay be unable to pay any additiona
nedi cal bills for your baby.
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If no contact was made and when the nother's case is closed, extend
the infant's certification for one year fromthe date the nother
was expected to give birth. (See Section 1V for Syst ens
Instructions.) The infant's case nay be closed if both the
recertification and cl osi ng notice are returned indicating
addressee i s unknown.

Local districts are required to enroll unborn infants of pregnant
wormren in the sane managed care plan as the nother unless she
specifically requests otherwise in witing. In the situation where
a nother is not enrolled in a plan during her pregnancy, the LDSS
may enroll the unborn in the plan of the nother's choosing, wth
the nother's permission, prior to birth. This will ensure that the
infant will be eligible for coverage under the plan fromthe nonent
of birth.

PUBLI C ASSI STANCE | MPLI CATI ONS

An infant whose nother is receiving PA when the infant is born is
automatically eligible for MA coverage until age one year, provided

that the infant remains in the nother's househol d. A mother is no
longer required to remain MA eligible after her pregnancy ends in
order for the infant to remain eligible for MA until his or her

first birthday.

In districts outside NYC, the choice of the appropriate closing
code for the PA case will generate the proper MA extension. Cases
with codes that would not normally generate an MA extension wll,
if the case contains an individual under age one, provide a one
nonth extension. The MA worker will then take the necessary action
on the case. For exanple, if the nother fails to recertify and the
wor ker chooses cl osi ng code MLO, which woul d otherw se not provide
an MA continuation, a one nonth extension will be given because of
the presence in the case of an under age one chil d.

However, if the information on the authorization form (DSS-3209)
has not been updated from "unborn" because the worker has not
received the necessary information and verification about the
newborn, the systemw |l not "recognize" an unborn and wll not
generate an extension.

Until a systemchange is in place that will generate an extension
for the unborn, the individual categorical code of the nother nust
be "15 Pregnant Wnman" at the tinme the PA case is closing. This is
true even if the worker knows that the baby has been born or that
the nother should not otherwise be eligible to have her MA

conti nue. A one nonth extension will be given because of the
presence in the case of a "pregnant wonan". The MA worker will
then take the appropriate action to extend the coverage for the
infant and wll end coverage for the nonth (unless she has

established her eligibility for continuing MY).
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VI . SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

A Upstate (MA-Only)
If the nother fails to provide the baby's name and date of
birth, the automatic one-year extension for the infant nmay be
acconpl i shed as foll ows:
Use transaction type 06 to recertify the infant.
Because the date of birth is unknown, the expected date of
confinement (EDC) may be used to deternmine what the new
Aut hori zation To Date should be. The EDC date nay be obtai ned
either from ML, from AFA code 201 if previously entered, or
fromthe case record. The new Authorization To Date shoul d be
the last day of the twelfth nonth after the EDC date.
On screens 2 and 5, leave "unborn" as the Nane, "U' as the
Sex, and a blank date of birth for the infant (Unborn). On
screen 5, to delete the nother who has not recertified, change
the individual status to 15, and enter the new coverage dates
for the infant (unborn).
If the nother recertifies for herself and/or the infant,
normal recertification procedures should be foll owed.
B. New York City

Detailed system instructions for New York Cty wll be
forwarded under separate cover.

VI, EFFECTI VE DATE

This Directive is effective Novenber 1, 1995.

Ri chard T. Cody, Deputy Conmi ssioner
Di vision of Health and Long Term Care



