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DI VISION:  Econonic
TO Conmi ssi oners of Security &
Soci al Services Heal th and Long
Term Care
DATE: July 12, 1995
SUBJECT: Ofice of Mental Retardation and Devel oprent al
Disabilities (OVRDD) Individual Support Services
(1'SS) Program
SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: | ncone Mai nt enance Directors

CONTACT PERSON:

Food Stanp Directors

Medi cal Assistance Directors
CAP Coor di nat or

Soci al Services Directors
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

1- 800- 343- 8859
Econom ¢ Security: Charles G anbal vo, extension
4-9327 (AV1810)
Food Stanps: Your Food Stanp Representative,
ext ension 4-9225
Heal th and Long Term Care: Ann Cl earwater,
ext ensi on 3-5457 (89A728)
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The purpose of this INF is to provide social services districts (SSDs) with:

o information about the Individualized Support Services (ISS) program
funded and operated by the New York State Ofice of Mental Retardation
and Devel opnental Disabilities (OVRDD); and

0 gquidelines for budgeting 1SS funds received by PA MA and FS
appl i cants/recipients under current policy and regul ations.

The OVRDD has devel oped the |ISS programto enable qualified developnentally
di sabl ed persons to nove fromgroup or community honmes to independent |iving
envi ronnment s. To acconplish this, OVRDD is naking paynents to individuals
to hel p neet expenses of independent I|iving.

ISS funds specific supports and services required by individuals to help
them function in society on a | evel conparable to that of individuals who do
not have developnental or physical disabilities. Supports and services
funded through ISS include health care, staff assistance, social services,
case managenent, housing and transportation.

ISS funding is only provided when there is no other source of funds
avail abl e to pay for the support services.

I SS funds provided to public assistance (PA) or nedical assistance (MA) A/ Rs
are excluded under 18 NYCRR 352.16(a) when cal cul ating a PA budget and under
page 153 of the Medical Assistance Reference Guide (MARG when cal cul ating
an MA budget .

If ISS funds are used to obtain an apartnent, SSD s nay not duplicate the
anobunt of noney paid to the landlord for rent, security deposit or shelter
related costs. |If ISS funds reduce the A/R s actual shelter liability, the
PA standard of need shoul d be adjusted accordingly. I SS funds used to pay
the difference between the |ocal shelter maxi mumand the actual rent would
not be budgeted for public assistance.

I ndi vi dual Support Services (ISS) funds paid directly to an individual are
counted as inconme for food stanps. However, if the paynent of expenses is
nade directly to the provider the funds can be excluded as a vendor paynent.

John C. Fredericks
Di vi sion of Econom c Security

Ri chard Cody

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi sion of Health and Long
Term Care



