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Date: Septenber 26, 1995

Division: Health and Long Term
Care

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Determining Family Size Relating to Medical Assistance
Eligibility for Pregnant Wonmen and Young Chil dren

ATTACHVENTS: None

The pur pose of this LCM is to clarify policy regarding the
determination of "family size" when the applicant(s) for nedical assistance
(MA) is a child(ren) born after Septenber 30, 1983 and/or a pregnant wonman
who are entitled to have their incone conpared to the appropriate federa
poverty line (level). Usually the "Gowing Up Healthy" Medicaid/WC
Application for Pregnant Wnen/ Young Children (DSS-2921P) is used for such
appl i cants.

These individual s have the benefit of a larger "famly size" by counting
other famly nmenbers (parents, stepparents, siblings, stepsiblings and half-
si bl i ngs), regardl ess of whether or not they are applying. (See
Informational Letter 90 | NF-45, "Questions and Answers from Medica
Assi st ance Regi onal Meetings on Presunptive Eligibility for Pregnant W nen
and Expanded MA Eligibility for Pregnant Wnen and | nfants Under Age One",
Question 29.) The incone of such fanm|ly nenbers residing in the household
nmust be counted when determining the eligibility of pregnant wonen and
children under the federal poverty levels, with two exceptions: (1) PA and
SSI cash recipients and their income are invisible; and (2) incone of
parents is not considered in determ ning the incone available to a pregnant
worman under 21 years of age.

Fam lies are not given the option of excluding mnor children and their
incone fromthe budget process under "family size" provisions. Families are
not required to apply for MA for all children, but the incone of all mnor
children is counted when deternining MA eligibility for pregnant wonen and
young children who are entitled to budgeting using federal poverty |evels.
Since nost children do not have income of their own, it should be to the
famly's advantage to include nonapplying children under the "fanily size"
provision to use the higher poverty |evels.

In those rare instances where an older sibling's incone places the
fam ly incone above the applicable poverty level, it should be explained to
the parent that the applicants and legally responsible relatives may be
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eligible for MA with a spenddown if the incone of the "household", whichis
defined as "the applicants and their legally responsible relatives", is

conpared to the MA |evel.

Pl ease note that applicants who are not entitled to have their incone
conpared to the federal poverty level, because they do not fit the criteria
of being pregnant or a child born after Septenber 30, 1983, rmust have the
i ncone of the household, as defined in the above paragraph, conpared to the
MA | evel .

There are various reasons parents may choose not to apply for MA for al
of their children. Two exanples are:

1. OLDER CHILDREN - In determining MA eligibility for famly nenbers
other than children born on or after Septenber 30, 1983 and pregnant wonen,
the | onger application (DSS-2921) nust be used and the older <children are
subject to the lower MA inconme |levels, resource levels, and resource
docunentation requirenents. Fam |y resources are not considered in
determining MA eligibility for younger children. Therefore, sone parents
may choose not to apply for MA for ol der children.

EXAMPLE: The Weston family is conposed of two parents and two
sons, ages 16 and 9. Ms. Weston applies for MA for only her nine year
old son at an outreach site. The worker at the outreach site conpares
the famly income to a famly size of four (the nine year old, his
| egal |y responsible relatives and his sibling) at 100% of the poverty
level and determines their inconme to be belowthe level for a famly

size of four. Al t hough the 16 year old is not applying, he is in the
househol d, therefore, he is counted in the famly size and his incone is
count ed.

2. CHI LD HEALTH PLUS ENROLLEES - In determining MA eligibility for
children born after Septenber 30, 1983 and pregnant wonen, children who are
enrolled in Child Health Plus nay be counted if the DSS-2921P indicates they
are not applying for MA

EXAMPLE: Ms. Higgins is pregnant and has four children, ages 10,
8, 6 and 3. Al of the children are already enrolled in Child Health
Pl us. However, Ms. Hggins is applying for MA at a PCAP for herself
and her ol dest child who is schedul ed next nonth for inpatient surgery,
whi ch Child Health Plus does not cover. The PCAP worker lists all five
fam |y nmenbers who are living in the household on the DSS-2921P, their
incone and indicates who is applying for MA and who is not. Ms.
Hi ggins and the oldest child's eligibility for MAis determned using a
famly size of six (including the unborn).

I f you have any questions regarding this LCM contact Shari Ni edbal ec at
1- 800- 343- 8859, extension 3-5503.

Ri chard T. Cody
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vision of Health and Long Term Care



