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The purpose of this release is to informlocal social services districts
of a statutory change which affects the foll ow up services requirenents for
certain persons who have been discharged or released from psychiatric
facilities and developnental centers subject to licensure by the State
Ofices of Mental Health (OwH) or Mental Retardation and Devel opnenta
Disabilities (QOVRDD).

Section 198 of Chapter 81 of the Laws of 1995 repeal ed Section 153.1(h)
of Social Services Law which defined state charge status for OvH and QOVRDD
i npatient dischargees and releasees and provided 100% st ate rei nbursenent
for Title XX services provided to these clients. Consequent |y, 100%
rei moursement no longer is available to local districts for the cost of
providing the specific services activities set forth in Section 313.2 of the
Departnent's regulations. To mininize the adverse inpact of this change, it
is reconmmended that |ocal social services districts discontinue the optiona

followup visits, as specified in Section 313.2(a)(3) of the Departnent's
regul ations, to "state charge" OWH and OVRDD clients who are residing in
certified residential care facilities, other than Fam |y Type Hones for

Adults. Districts also should consider transferring staff assigned to this

function to the Protective Services for Adults programin order to secure
50% rei nbursenent for this staff and to bolster this increasingly inportant
program ar ea

Despite the elimnation of 100% services reinbursenment, Section
313.2(a)(1)&2) of the Departnment's regulations still requires "state
charge" nental hygiene clients residing in the conmunity or in Fanily Type
Hones for Adults to be visited at regular intervals. Wil e the Departnent
is reviewing the feasibility of maintaining these requirenents, for now,
districts must continue to conply with them In order to avoid duplication
of effort, it is recommended that the staff assigned to nonitor the Famly

Type Honme for Adults programbe utilized to provide the nandated sen -annua
followup visits to OW and OVRDD "state charge" clients residing in these
hones. The periodic client visit requirenents for "state charge® OV and
OWRDD clients living in the conmunity should continue to be nmet under the
appropriate Title XX service category based on the needs of each client.

The general requirenents for districts to engage in discharge planning
with OW and OVRDD facilities, which are set forth in Section 313.1 of the
Departnent's regulations and in 83 INF-17, renmain in effect. Wth regard to
services this neans assuring that a timely process is in place for assessing
the needs of persons being discharged or released from OwH or OVRDD
facilities; providing Protective Services for Adults and other Title XX
adult services when appropriate; and cooperating with the facility director
in the on-going review and eval uation of the client's services plan when the
district is providing Protective Services for Adults or another Title XX
servi ce.
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As stated in 95 LCM 92, there continues to be 100% state rei mbursenent
for Medical Assistance for "state charge" OVH and OVRDD di schargees and
rel eases after applying all applicable federal funding. Costs associ ated
with Public Assistance are no |onger 100% state reinbursable, but are
rei nbursed at standard rates.

The policies outlined above are consistent with the agreenment between
the Departnent and OVH set forth in 87 | NF-5.

Rose M Pandozy
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Services and Conmunity Devel opnent



