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Date: February 11, 1997

Division: Ofice of Medicaid
Managenent

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Hone and Community-Based Services Waiver for Persons with
Traumatic Brain Injuries (HCBS/ TBI Waiver): Authorization,
Provi si on and Payrment of Transportation

ATTACHVENTS: None

Since rel ease of 96 LCM 37 in April, 1996, we have recei ved sone
addi ti onal questions fromsocial services districts about the authorization,
provi sion and paynent of nedical and non-nedical (waiver) transportation
under the Hone and Community-Based Services Wiiver for Persons with
Traumatic Brain Injuries (HCBS/ TBI Waiver). The purposes of this nenorandum
are to share and respond to these inquiries, using a Question (Q) and
Answer (A.) format, and to advise you of a change in the qualifications for
provi ders of transportation services under the waiver.

Q We know that HCBS/ TBlI wai ver transportation is defined as non-
nedi cal transportati on and can be authorized to take a wai ver
participant to and/or froma social or religious activity. Are
there any restrictions on the types of social or religious
activities for which waiver transportati on nmay be authorized or on
the frequency of the transportation to and/or fromthese
activities?

A Under the HCBS/ TBI waiver in general, no limts exist on the types
of social or religious activities for which waiver transportation
may be authorized or on the frequency of the transportation to
and/ or fromthese activities. However, the amount and frequency of
any wai ver transportation needed by a waiver participant nust be
specified in the participant's service plan. If a weekly trip to
and froma religious service or a daily trip to a volunteer
position at a local school is specified in the plan and the plan is
approved by the Departnent's waiver nanagenent staff, a request for
aut hori zation of waiver transportation would be appropriate.
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How can we nmake a decision to authorize waiver transportati on when
we don't see the waiver participant's service plan and the only

i nformati on we have is the requested destinati on and frequency of
travel to and/or fromthat destination?

You shoul d base your decision on the information in the request.

If you are unconfortabl e about the amount of detail you have or the
frequency of the requested transportati on seens unusual or
excessi ve, you should contact the participant's service coordinator
to discuss the request and obtain additional information on which
to base your decision. |If you believe there is need for
docunentation to support all requests for authorization of waiver
transportation, you should work with the TBlI Regi onal Resource
Devel opnent Specialist (RRDS) in your area to establish standard
docunentati on requirenments that provide the information you need
for authorization decisions and enabl e these decisions to be nade
on a tinmely basis.

As we enphasized in 96 LCM 37, accountability for any waiver
transportation provided rests with the waiver participant's service
coordi nator. Each participant's service coordinator nust maintain
conpl ete and current records to track the utilization and cost of
wai ver transportation provided to that participant.

Do aut horization policies and procedures differ from existing
policies and procedures if nedical or non-nedical (waiver)

transportation is requested for a waiver participant but the
participant is the fiscal responsibility of another district?

No. |If transportation for a waiver participant to and/or froma
nedi cal or non-nedical service or activity located or occurring in
your district is needed and the participant is the fisca
responsibility of another district, the fiscally responsible
district nust authorize the transportation. |[|f the transportation
is provided by a transportation provider |located in your district,
the fiscally responsible district may elect to pay the provider at
the sane rate your district pays or may choose to negotiate its own
rate.

What is the current policy for authorization and paynent of
transportation to and/or froma Structured Day Program under the
HCBS/ TBI Wi ver ?

Transportation to and/or froma Structured Day Program under the
HCBS/ TBI Wi ver mnust be aut horized by social services districts and
rei mbursed as a fee-for-service cost. Policies in 96 LCM 50

di scontinui ng authorization of transportation by social services
districts and including transportation costs in the per diemrate
apply only to Ofice of Mental Retardati on and Devel opnent a
Disabilities (OVRDD) day treatnment prograns and to day habilitation
servi ces under the Home and Conmunity-Based Services Waiver for
Persons with Devel opnental Disabilities (HCBS/ OVRDD Wi ver).
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Qualifications for Providers of Waiver Transportation

As indicated in 96 LCM 37, providers of waiver transportation are
currently required to be approved providers of transportation under the
Medi caid (MA) program and additionally, to be specifically approved by the
New York State Departnent of Health to supply the service. The requirenent
for an additional |evel of state approval has been elimnated. Effective
February 1, 1997, any approved MA transportation provider nmay be used to
provi de wai ver transportation. This change will expand the pool of
potential waiver transportation providers allow ng social services districts
nore flexibility in the selection of providers and control over waiver
transportation costs.

I f you have further questions about the provision of transportation for
HCBS/ TBI wai ver participants, you nay contact the Transportation Unit at
(518) 473-5983.

Ann Cl enency Kohl er, Director
O fice of Medicaid Managenent



