DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transnmittal No: 97 LCM 52

Date: August 22, 1997

D vi sion: Conmm ssioner's
Ofice

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Welfare Reform Act of 1997

ATTACHVENTS: O gani zational Chart
(avai |l abl e on-1ine)

The Governor signed the welfare reformlegislation, known as the Wlfare
Ref orm Act of 1997, on August 20.

One provision that | want to bring to your attention is the elimnation

of the Departnment of Social Services. The Departnent is replaced by an
agency to be known as the Departnment of Family Assistance. Wthin the
Departnment of Family Assistance there will be two i ndependent offices, the
Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance (OIDA) and the Ofice of
Children and Famly Services (CCFS). John Johnson is the conmi ssioner of
OCFS and | amthe conm ssioner of OTDA These changes are effective
i medi at el y.

The Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance wll have three
programdivisions - Child Support, Tenporary Assistance, and Disability
Det er m nati ons. These divisions wll be supported by the Division of
Program Support and Quality Inprovenent. The Executive Office will have the
Counsel's Ofice; Budget; Policy, Performance Measurenent and Eval uati on;
Internal Audit, and Public Information/External Affairs directly reporting
to the Conmissioner. The structure for the new agency is attached.
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As the details of the new organization becone available, | will share
the infornmation with you.

| look forward to working with you on the challenge of inplenenting the
new wel fare reformprogramin the state.

Any questions regarding this LCMcan be directed to Lorraine Noval at
(518) 474-4152.

Brian J. Wng



DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY ASSISTANCE
OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE
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