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PURPCSE

Learnfare is a programintended to pronbote school attendance of
public assistance (PA) children enrolled in grades one to six. The
purpose of this Directive is to advise social services districts
(Ssbs) of a change to Social Services Law 131-y regarding the
phased-in inpl enentati on of Learnfare.

Learnfare has been inplemented in three Upstate sites and three
sites in New York City (NYC). By Septenber 1, 1998, six additiona
Upstate sites and three additional NYC sites nust offer Learnfare.
St at ewi de i npl enentati on nust be conpleted by Septenber 1, 1999

BACKGROUND

The Learnfare programin New York State establishes a system based
on |l evel of school attendance with the main objective of Kkeeping
children engaged in the education system Al children in receipt
of PA, enrolled in grades one through six, are required to attend
school with no nore than four unexcused absences during an acadenic
quarter as defined by the State Education Departnment (SED).
Fam lies of children who fail to neet these attendance requirenents
will have $60 per offending child per nonth of their basic
al | ownance renoved fromtheir household' s public assistance grant
for three consecutive nonths. The full anmount of the grant
reduction is returned to the famly, if the student has no
unexcused absences in the follow ng academ c quarter. Chi l dren
with three unexcused absences during an acadenic quarter nust be
referred to counseling.

PROGRAM | VPLI CATI ONS
Definitions
1. Excused Absence

Excused absences can be defined either by the SED or the |oca
school district. Excused absences may include, but are not
limted to, those due to:

- Illness, as certified by a physician or by ot her
docunent ati on determ ned appropriate by the school;

- Hospitalization and/or attendance at a nedical facility;

- Disability or sickness of a famly nenber;

- Death of a fam |y nenber;

- Reli gi ous hol i days;

- Appearances in court;

- Crisis situations; and

- I npassabl e roads or weather conditions.
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Unexcused Absence

Al'l absences not neeting the criteria for an excused absence
wi Il be considered unexcused absences. The school district is
responsi ble for determining if the absence is excused or
unexcused regardless of definitions. Unexcused absences
wi t hout good cause count toward the three (counseling) or five
(sanction) day limt.

Exanmpl es of unexcused absences include the follow ng:

- Parental Detention - this occurs when a pupil is absent
with the know edge and consent, stated or inplied, of his
parent for other than the excused criteria. Excuses such
as the followi ng cone under this heading: visiting, away,
vacation, shopping, needed at hone, caring for the baby,
overslept, etc.

- Truancy - This occurs when a parent/guardian expects the
pupil to be in school and the pupil does not attend for
other than the excused criteria.

Not e:  School suspensions are not unexcused absences.
Good Cause

A child shall have good cause for an unexcused absence when
unsafe or unsanitary conditions at the school present a threat
to the child' s physical or enotional health, safety or welfare
or other circunstances exist that justify absenteei sm pursuant
to the rules of the local school district. The schoo
Learnfare adninistrator shall nmake the determ nation of good
cause. Unexcused absences with good cause wll not count
toward the three (counseling referral) or five day limt
(grant reduction).

V. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A Responsi bility of SSD

1

Learnfare Pl an

A Learnfare plan nust be subnitted to the Ofice of Tenporary
and Disability Assistance (OTDA) for approval. SSDs  nust
develop a plan (Attachment 1) with |ocal school districts
wor ki ng towards the inplenentation of Learnfare. Plans for
the 1998 expansion are addressed in a letter to SSDs dated
February 19, 1998. Plans for the 1999 expansi on nust be
submitted by March 31, 1999.
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Rel ease of Attendance | nformation

Appl i cants/recipients are required to sign a release
(Attachnent I1) permitting local school districts to release
their child(ren)'s attendance records to the SSD. Refusal to
sign this release w thout good cause wll result in the
deni al /term nati on of PA benefits. Good cause for failure to
sign the formnmay occur, for exanple, if the child is hone
school ed, or attends private or parochial school.

After the subm ssion of the Learnfare Plan, at next contact,
SSDs will require recipients of PA who have not previously
provi ded consent, or if the child(ren) has changed school s
during the certification period to provide simlar consent as
a condition of continued eligibility.

Counsel i ng

If a Learnfare child accunulates three unexcused absences
during an academ c quarter w thout good cause the <child nust
be referred to counseling (Attachment 111). The counseling
may be SSD, school or community based.

The counseling session nust include (but is not limted to) a
di scussi on appropriate to the age of the child of:

- the expectations of the school regarding attendance
requirenents, including a review of what is defined as an
excused and an unexcused absence.

- the consequences of the student's non-attendance.

- the events in the student's hone and school life |eading up
to the unexcused absences.

- an intervention plan: This plan should include the
responsibilities of t he parents/guardians that will
encourage the student to attend school, and the designation

of what follow up counseling services are avail abl e. The
plan should identify the overall goals and specific
objectives that wll describe the behaviors the student

shoul d establish in order to acconplish the final goal of
no unexcused absences and ot her kinds of famly
intervention and supports which may be necessary to renedy
the situation. Appropriate referral procedures nust be
addr essed. Each SSD will develop its owmn format for the
i ntervention plan.

The SSD or the school district nust afford the parent/guardian
or other head of household with an opportunity for a
conference when he/she is notified that the child is being
referred to the counseling, and the reasons for the referral.
The counseling services shall be provided in the school. | f
the SSD determ nes that such services are either unavailable
or inappropriate, the services nmay be provided directly by the
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SSD, by other governnent agencies, not-for-profit, or other
avail abl e community resources. Whenever possi bl e, t he
schedul ing of the services will be done in a nmanner to include
the parent(s) or guardian(s) in the intervention plan.

Districts should strongly encourage parents/guardians to

participate in counseling. Wiile there is no statutory
requi r enent t hat t he par ent s/ guar di ans participate in
counsel i ng, par ent s/ guardi ans shoul d be i nf or med t hat
participation is expected. Schedul i ng of counseling sessions

should be done so as not to jeopardize the enploynent,
wor kf ar e assi gnnent or child care arrangenents of the

par ent / guar di an, al though the counseling should not be
unr easonabl y del ayed to acconmpdate the needs of the
par ent / guar di an. Par ent s/ guar di ans who refuse to participate

should be asked to explain the reasons for not participating.
In situations where parents/guardians refuse to participate
t hey shoul d be kept inforned of the progress of the
counsel i ng.

Grant Reducti ons

Any household with a child enrolled in grades one through six,

who has accunul at ed, wi t hout good cause, five or nore
unexcused absences during an acadenmic quarter wll have an
anount equal to the regular recurring needs for each

addi tional person, or up to $60 (18 NYCRR 352.1 (a)) renoved
from the famly's grant for a period of three consecutive
nonths. For exanple, if a famly has two children, both with
five or nore unexcused absences, a total of up to $120 a nonth
will be removed from the famly's total grant for three
nont hs. If the reduction is greater than the total amount of
the grant, the case is left open with a zero grant.

The grant reduction will not occur until the nonth follow ng
the nonth the academ c quarter ends. An academ ¢ quarter is
defined by each institution, but generally corresponds to the
end of a grade reporting period. SED regul ations establish a
m ni mum of 180 days of instruction, but fail to define
academ c quarters.

The SSD will calculate the benefit reduction and prepare the
timely notice. The notice nust cite the authority to take
this action under SSL 131-y. Participants in Learnfare retain
all case conference and fair hearing rights.

If the child has no unexcused absences in the acadeni c quarter
imediately following the acadenmic quarter which led to the
grant reduction, the total benefits withheld will be returned

to the househol d. The reinstated benefits are invisible for
PA and FS eligibility calculations in the nmonth they are
received and the follow ng nonth. In situations where the

grant reduction is the result of attendance failures incurred
in the last academic quarter of the regular school year,
benefits may be restored if the child attends a sumer
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education program approved by the child's school, and has no
unexcused absences.

Peopl e residing in donestic violence shelters, famly shelters
and drug treatnent shelters will receive a reduction in the
anmount of their non-shelter related expenses. However, when a
child or the parent or |egal guardian of the child indicates
the presence of donestic violence as the cause of absences
from school (because the family is in a donestic violence
shel ter, for exanpl e), and al t hough t he Learnfare
Admi nistrator may nmake a determnation that the child's
absence is unexcused, the SSD should not inpose a Learnfare
grant reduction in these cases. |In these situations, the SSD
nmust work with the donestic violence program or ot her
appropriate parties to nmake alternate educational arrangenents
for the child. |In this case, the Learnfare Adnministrator wll
still make the excused/ unexcused or good cause determ nation,
however, the SSD nust choose to not enforce the grant
reducti on.

During this period when the grant is reduced, the child

remains active in the case. Case category woul d not change.
Any incone of the child who caused the grant reduction would
remain countable in full. The reduction is not mirrored in

Food Stanps or Medical Assistance.
Noti ce Requirenents

An informal notice (Attachnent IV) nmust be provided to al
participating househol ds advi si ng them of Learnfare
requi renents and the consequences of failing to conply prior
to enrolling in Learnfare.

The followi ng | anguage is to be used on a reduction notice:

"Part of the public assistance that you receive for (Child's
Nane) is being removed fromyour public assistance limt.
This is because that child has had five or nbre unexcused
absences from school in the |ast academ c quarter. The ful
public assistance needs of that child cannot be counted for
three months fromthe effective date of this notice."

This decision is based on Departnent Regul ati on 18 NYCRR 351
12.

The following is the language to use on a closing or denia
noti ce:

“Your child(ren) are enrolled in grades one through six and
you have refused to sign a Learnfare consent form You are
not eligible to receive public assistance until you sign
this form or provide good cause for not doing so."

This decision is based on Departnent Regul ati ons 18 NYCRR 351
.12,
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Reporting Requirenents

SSDs must provide basic statistics to this Ofice wusing the
Quarterly Learnfare Report form (Attachnment V). SSDs nust
submit this formuntil otherw se notified.

Cl ai mi ng

SSDs may clai mrei nbursenent, for exanple, for expenditures
nmade for the printing and nmailing of the notices to PA
reci pients informng themof the requirenents of Learnfare.
SSDs mmy enter into a nenorandum of understanding with | oca

school districts in which they would provide partial funding
for costs solely attributable to Learnfare.

These costs should be reported as "F17" function code
expenditures and claimed on the Schedule D 17, "Di stribution
of Allocated Costs to O her Reinbursable Prograni (DSS-3274).
The costs fromthe Schedule D-17 are to be brought forward to
a DSS-3922 form entitled "Financial Sunmary For Specia
Projects" |abelled "Learnfare" and reported on the appropriate
l'i nes.

Costs up to the level of the approved start-up allocations are

to be claimed at 100% federal share, while the costs of
adm nistering the on-going program wll be subject to the
50/ 25/ 25 rei nbursement of SSL Section 153(e). Al  costs
within an approved allocation wll be outside the |loca

district adm nistrative cost cap, pursuant to SSL Section 131-
y.

Responsi bility of local school district

School districts nust report at least nonthly to SSDs al
unexcused absences for Learnfare participating students.
Know edge of who are the Learnfare students/fanilies in the
school district is information strictly confidential to the
Learnfare admni strator. Attendance conpiled from teacher
reports wll be passed either by a paper trail, or if the
technol ogy exists, electronically between the Ilocal schoo
district and the SSD

A roster of participating students who have unexcused absences
for every calendar nonth will be submitted by the Learnfare
adm nistrator to the SSD |iaison no |later than the 10th of the
fol |l owi ng nont h. This timeframe is necessary if |ocal schoo
districts and SSDs are to make best wuse of attendance
information in conjunction wth counseling to provide early
i ntervention.

Local school districts nust desi gnate a Learnfare
Adm ni strator. Determ nation of good cause for unexcused
absences is the sole responsibility of t he Learnfare
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administrator in the |local school district. The purpose of
counseling is not to determ ne good cause. This is not a
hearing or conciliation neeting. It is intended to provide

the child and/or parent/guardian with attendance infornmation
and to establish reachable goals for the child.

Chil d Assi stance Program ( CAP)

CAP participants wll be subject to all the requirenents of
the Learnfare Program

FOCD STAWPS

Learnfare is not an eligibility requirenent for food stanps.
However, a decrease in PA incone due to a Learnfare reduction
cannot result in an increase in FS benefits. Benefits
returned to the famly as a result of no unexcused absence
policy are not counted as FS i ncone.

VEDI CAlI D

Learnfare is not an eligibility requirenent for Medicaid.

SYSTEMS

Upst at e

ABEL currently supports Learnfare. A field on the ABEL input
screen "LF" will produce an appropriate grant reduction. To
initiate a grant reduction, the worker nust input the nunber
of Learnfare children who have accunulated nore than four
unexcused absences during an acadenic quarter in this field.

Case Reason Code "F16-Refusal to Sign Learnfare Consent Fornf
nmust be used for closings and deni al s.

Payment Type "L7-Learnfare Refund" should be used to reinstate
the three nmonth grant reduction.

Downst at e

Downst at e syst ens changes are currently under
devel opnent . SSDs will be notified when changes becone
avai | abl e.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This directive is effective June 1, 1998, retroactive to
Sept enber 1, 1997.

Patricia A Stevens

Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi sion of Tenporary
Assi st ance
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appl i cabl e federa
Pl an.

1

The District assures that by Septenber |,
in receipt of public assistance and attending the follow ng schools
be subject to Learnfare requirenments and wil |
requirenents

Si X,
shal
at t endance

det er mi ned by

The foll ow ng
one through si

School Distri
Addr ess:

Learnfare Admi
Phone:

School Distri
Addr ess:

Learnfare Admi
Phone:

School Distri
Addr ess:

Learnfare Admi
Phone:

School Distri
Addr ess:

Learnfare Admi
Phone:

School Distri
Addr ess:

Learnfare Admi
Phone:

hereby submits this Plan for the operation of the
W agree to

Attachnent |
Page 1 of 5
LEARNFARE PLAN

Assur ances

Learnfare
accordance with al
this

administer the program in
and State Laws and regulations and provisions of

students in grades one through

be subject to schoo

and penalties for failure to conmply as

SSL 131-y.

school s service our public assistance popul ation in grades
X:

ct (Nane)

ni strator:

ct (Nane)

ni strator:

ct (Nane)

ni strator:

ct (Nane)

ni strator:

ct (Nane)

ni strator:
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2. The District assures that any household wth a child in receipt of
public assistance who is in grades one through six who is required to
participate in Learnfare and who, without good cause, has accunul ated
three unexcused absences during an academ c quarter will be referred for
counseling and parents will be afforded the opportunity for a district
conference and to participate in the counseling.

3. The District assures that any household with a child in receipt of
public assistance who is in grades one through six who is required to
participate in Learnfare and who, w thout good cause, has accunul ated
five or nore unexcused absences during an academ c quarter will have an
anobunt as directed by the Departnent renoved fromthe househol d' s grant
for a period of three consecutive nonths. |f the child has no unexcused
absences during the academ c quarter imrediately follow ng the quarter
in which the child had accunul ated five or nobre unexcused absences, the
District nust pay to the household in which the child resides an anount
equal to the anpbunt withheld as a result of the previous five absences.

4. The District assures t hat as a condition of eligibility,
parents/guardians are required to consent to the release of schoo
at t endance records, i ncl udi ng report cards or other pertinent
i nformation.

5. The District assures that it wll:

a. provide a list of eligible Learnfare participants to appropriate
school officials;

b. gather school attendance reports ona basis;
c. apply all programrequirenments not heretofore nmentioned as contai ned
in Section 131-y of State Social Services Law and 18 NYCRR 352.12;

d. apply all programrequirenents to students attending school outside
their District of residence;

e. provide school based counseling services in consultation with |oca
school districts;

f. encourage parental intervention and cooperation wth schools to
encour age attendance..

6. The District assures that the confidentiality of students subject to
these provisions will be protected.

7. The District assures that all notice requirements including tinely
notice and fair hearing requirenents in Social Services Law and
Regul ation will apply to Learnfare participants.

Si gnature of Local Social Services Comm ssioner:
Dat e:
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Pr ogram Requi renent s
|. Target Popul ation

a. How will the District maintain current enrollment statistics for
Learnfare eligible students?

b. Potential Number of Students

c. Nunber of School Buildings

d. Nunber of PCs (1 per district+ Schools)

1. Local School District Cooperation/Liaison
| NFORVATI ON SHARI NG

a. How will the District identify and informeach school district of
the eligible Learnfare participants in their school ?

b. How w Il |ocal school districts report the nunber of unexcused
absences accunulated by eligible Learnfare participants in their
school ? Include |ocal attendance reporting systens and indicate
equi prent needs.

c. Howwill local school districts report on the attendance of eligible

Learnfare participants attendi ng school outside their district of
resi dence?

COUNSELI NG

a. Howwill you identify those young people who appear to be having
difficulty with school attendance in order to offer counseling?

b. Describe criteria for counseling referrals

c. W wll assune the responsibility for the counseling, the schoo
district or the social services district?



a.
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What existing prograns in the school or in the community wll be
incorporated into the joint cooperative effort?
Describe how parent/guardian conferences wll be scheduled to

encourage parent/guardian involvenent in the counseling process.
I ncl ude hours of availability.

Supporting Agreenents

If your agency has entered into any contracts or nenoranda of
understanding with a local school district to support Learnfare
Program requirenments, please specify the local school district and
the services being contracted with that |local school district.
Pl ease attach a copy of all contracts and nenoranda of understanding
in effect.

If your agency has entered into any contracts or nenoranda of
understanding wth other «comunity-based or ot her gover nient
organi zations to support Learnfare Program requirenments such as
counseling, or data transmittal, please specify the organization(s)
and the services being contracted with that organi zation(s). Please
attach a copy of all contracts and nenoranda of wunderstanding in
effect.




Attachnent |
Page 5 of 5

V. Oher

Pl ease include any other information that describes your |ocal operation
of the Learnfare Program

Submit conpleted plans to:

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance
New York State
Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance
40 North Pearl Street
Al bany, NY 12243-0001
FAX: (518)-474-9347
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Aut hori zation for Rel ease of Information

New York State Law (SSL 131-y) authorized the establishment of the
"Learnfare Prograni.

Thi s program was designed to prevent children fromdropping out of school
and to inmprove the attendance of children in school.

Learnfare wll evaluate the attendance of all children enrolled in grades
one through six who are in receipt of public assistance.

The Law requires as a condition of eligibility for assistance of any child,
the parent or guardian to consent to the rel ease of any school attendance
records necessary for the Learnfare program

I, , hereby authorize the Departnment of
Education or its representative to release to the local social service
district information pertaining to the following child s(ren's) schoo
attendance record for each quarter requested while the child(ren) remain on
assi st ance.

Chi | d' s Nane: Grade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Chi |l d' s Nane: Grade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Chi |l d' s Nane: Grade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Chi |l d' s Nane: Grade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Chi |l d's Nane: Grade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Chi |l d's Nane: G ade Level
School District

St udent | D#

(NYC Only)

Par ent / Guardi an Si gnature Dat e
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Aut ori zaci 6n para Revel ar | nfornaci én

La Ley del Estado de Nueva York (SSL 131-y) autorizd el establecimento de
"Progranma Learnfare".

Este programa fue di sefiado para prevenir que | os ni ios abandonen |la escuela
y para nejorar |la asistencia de |os nifios a |a escuel a.

Learnfare evaluara |a asistencia de todos |os nifios inscritos en |os grados
uno a sei s quienes reci ben asistencia publica.

La Ley requiere, conp una condicidon de elegibilidad para controlar la
asi stencia de cualquier nifio(a), el consentimento del padre/nadre o
guardi &n para |la revelacion de los récords de asistencia de cualquier
escuel a necesari os para el programa de Learnfare

Yo, , por |la presente autorizo a
Departanento de Educaci én o a su representante a que revele al distrito de
servicios sociales la informacidén relativa al récord de asistencia escol ar
de |l os siguientes nifios para cada trinestre requerido mentras |os nifios
per manezcan en asi stencia

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Nonbre del N fo(a): Ni vel de Grado
Distrito Escol ar

No. de ID del Estudiante

(S6lo en la Ciudad de Nueva York)

Firma del Padre/ Madre/ Guardi an Fecha_ [/ [/
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Counseling Letter
Learnfare

The Learnfare Program was designed to prevent children from dropping out of
school and to inprove the attendance of children in school.

State Regul ation (18 NYCRR 351.12) permts your l|local social services agency
and/or local school district to refer to counseling any child who
accunul ates three unexcused absences.

State Regulation (18 NYCRR 351.12) also requires the renoval of the child's
share of the famly's public assistance grant if a child accunulates five or
nore unexcused absences during an academ ¢ quarter, w thout good cause.

We were inforned that your «child(ren) has accumulated at I|east three
unexcused absences during the school quarter [

Child' s Nane:

St udent | D#:

(NYC Only)

Chil d's Nane:
St udent | D#:
(NYC Only)

Chil d's Nane:
St udent | D#:
(NYC Only)

The law allows for a conference to be held between the social service
district and the parent or guardi an. Pl ease contact the social service
district at the follow ng tel ephone nunber to schedul e a conference:

( ) -

Learnfare Counseling Referra
Report To:

Client Name
Appoi nt rent Dat e: Ti me

(Wor ker Signature)
If you have any questions, please speak to your worker.
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Carta de Asesorani ento
Learnfare

El Programa Learnfare fue di seflado para prevenir que | os ni ios abandonen | a
escuela y para nejorar la asistencia de |os nifios a | a escuel a.

La 18 NYCRR 351.12 pernmite que su agencia |local de servicios sociales y/o e
distrito escolar local refiera a asesoramento a cual quier nifio(a) que
acumul e tres ausenci as sin excusas.

La 18 NYCRR 351.12 tanbién requiere la elimnacion de I a por ci 6n
correspondiente al nifio(a) de |a asignacion de asistencia publica para |a
famlia si un nifo(a) acunmula cinco o mAs ausenci as sin excusas durante el
trimestre acadénico, sin tener una razones Vvalidas.

Se nos infornd que su(s) hijo(s) ha acumul ado por Io nenos tres ausencias
sin excusas durante el trinestre escol ar /

Nonbre del N fo(a):
No. de ID del Estudiante:
(G udad de Nueva York sol anente)

Nonbre del N fo(a):
No. de ID del Estudiante:
(G udad de Nueva York sol anente)

Nonbre del N fo(a):
No. de ID del Estudiante:
(G udad de Nueva York sol anente)

La ley permite que se Ileve a cabo una conferencia entre el distrito de
servicios sociales y el padre/nmadre o guardi an. Por favor poéngase en
contacto con el distrito de servicios sociales al siguiente ninero de
tel éfono para coordi nar una conferenci a:

( ) -

Ref erenci a de Asesoria para Learnfare
Reporte A

Normbre del diente
Fecha de la Cta: Hor a

(Firma del Trabaj ador (a)
Si usted tiene al guna pregunta, por favor hable con su trabaj ador(a).
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Dear Sir/Madam

Social Services Law 131-y, otherwise known as Learnfare, has been
i mpl emented in your |ocal social services district. Learnfare is a program
desi gned to encourage your child(ren) to inprove school attendance through
regular nonitoring of unexcused absences. To acconmplish this, there are
sonme actions you nust take. You must provide us with sone basic information
regarding your children along with your authorization allow ng your |oca
social service district to collect attendance information.

0 You must conplete, sign and return the attached "Authorization

for Release of Information" form wthin 10 days. This all ows
soci al services to get information regarding the attendance of your
child(ren). If you do not return the signed formin a tinely

manner, your case will be closed.

0 You must return the attached authorization form conpleted and
signed regardl ess of your child' s age.

0 You nust return the attached authorization form conpleted and
signed regardl ess of your child' s school district of attendance.

Once your child is enrolled in Learnfare, he/she will be required to
attend school regularly. If vyour <child accunulates three unexcused
absences during a school quarter, he/she will be referred to counseling.
You mmy request a conference wth the social service district/schoo
district at this tine. If your child accunul ates five unexcused absences
during a school quarter, vyour grant will be reduced by $60 per nonth for
three nmonths for each child who accunul ates five unexcused absences. The

noney whi ch was renoved may be earned back if your child has no unexcused
absences during the foll owi ng school quarter.

If you have questions regarding this letter or the Learnfare program
you shoul d contact your worker. Renenmber, the goal of this programis to
hel p your child(ren) secure a better future through education. It is
designed to insure that a partnership devel ops between you, your child, your
child' s school and your |ocal department of social services.

At t achnent



Attachnent |V
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Estimado Sr./ Sra.:

La Ley de Servicios Sociales 131-y, conocida tanbi én cono Learnfare, ha
sido inplenentada en su distrito | ocal de servicios sociales. Learnfare es
un programa di sefiado para fonentar que su(s) nifio(s) nejoren la asistencia a
| a escuela a través de un control regular de ausencias sin excusas. Para
| ograr esto, usted tiene que tonmar al gunos pasos. Usted debe proveernos
al guna i nfornmaci 6n basica con respecto a sus nifios al igual que su
autorizaci 6n permitiendo que su distrito | ocal de servicios sociales redna
l a i nformaci 6n de asi stenci a.

0 Usted debe completar, firmar y devolver el fornulario sobre |a
"Autorizaci 6n para Revelar Informaci 6n" dentro de 10 dias. Esto
permte que servicios sociales obtenga i nformaci én respecto a |la
asi stencia de su(s) hijo(s). Si usted no devuelve el formulario
firmado a tienpo, su caso puede ser cerrado.

0 Usted debe devolver el formulario de autorizaci 6n adjunto,
conpletado y firmado sin tomar en cuenta | a edad de su hijo(a).

0 Usted debe devolver el formulario de autorizaci 6n adjunto,
completado y firmado sin tomar en cuenta | a asistencia de su
hijo(a) en su distrito escol ar.

Una vez que su hijo(a) se inscriba en Learnfare, a él/ella se le
requerird que asista a |la escuela regularnmente. Si su hijo(a) acumula tres
ausenci as sin excusas durante el trinestre escolar, él/ella sera referido(a)
a asesoram ento. Usted puede solicitar una conferencia con el distrito de
servicios sociales/distrito escolar en este nonento. Si su hijo(a) acumul a
ci nco ausenci as sin excusas durante el trinmestre escolar, su asignaci 6n seré
reduci da en $60 al nes por tres neses para cada nifio(a) que esté acunul ando
cinco o mAs ausenci as sin excusas. El dinero que fue retirado puede
vol verse a ganar si su hijo(a) no tiene ausencias sin excusas durante e
siguiente trimestre escol ar

Si tiene preguntas respecto a esta carta o al programa de Learnfare,
ust ed debe ponerse en contacto con su trabajador(a). Recuerde, |a neta de
este programa es ayudar a asegurar un futuro nejor para su(s) hijo(s) a
través de | a educaci 6n. El prograna esta di sefiado para asegurar que se
desarrol l e una asoci aci 6n entre usted, su hijo(a), |la escuela de su hijo(a)
y el departanento de servicios sociales de su |ocalidad.

Adj unt os
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Quarterly Learnfare Report

District
Quarter ending _ [/ [/
Cont act Person

Nunber of cases Closed for failure to sign

Aut hori zation for Release of Information
Nunber of cases Denied for failure to sign

Aut hori zation for Release of Information

Nunber of Referrals to Counseling

Nurmber of Grant Reducti ons

Nurmber of Grant Reductions Reinstated

Pl ease send information quarterly to:

Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance
New York State
Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance
40 North Pearl Street
Al bany, NY 12243-0001
FAX: (518)-474-9347
Attention: Learnfare-Region Team||



