DSS- 4037EL (Rev. 9/89)
Transmttal No: 98 LCM 39

Date: August 5, 1998

Di vision: Tenporary Assistance

TO Local District Conmi ssioners

SUBJECT: Drug and Al cohol Services: Availability of Funds to
Provi de Enhanced Drug and Al cohol Services to Victins of
Donestic Viol ence

ATTACHVENTS: |: Budget Worksheet (avail able on-1ine)

| NTRODUCTI ON:

The Welfare Reform Act of 1997 established the availability of $12
mllion in TANF bl ock grant funds for the purpose of providing enhanced
drug/ al cohol rehabilitation services to famlies in receipt of Famly
Assi st ance. On February 19, 1998 the Ofice of Tenporary and
Disability Assistance released 98 LCM 14, soliciting proposals from
| ocal social services districts to operate an enhanced drug/alcoho
program As aresult, fifty local social services districts subnmtted
proposals, which will be funded at a total cost of $11.14 mllion

The purpose of this LCMis to nake avail able the renai ning $850, 000
to districts who are interested in designing a service nodel which
addresses both drug and al cohol dependency and donestic violence. There
is substantial research about t he significant overl ap bet ween
al cohol / subst ance abuse and donestic viol ence. As such, the Ofice of
Tenporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA), the Ofice of Al coholismand
Subst ance Abuse Services (OASAS), and the Ofice of Children and Fam |y
Services (OCFS) are interested in the devel opnent of a local plan which
strengthens services to famlies affected by these issues. Loca
districts interested in pursuing a "creative approach" to provide
services to this target popul ation nay submit a proposal to the Ofice
of Tenporary and Disability Assistance in accordance with this rel ease.
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PROCGRAM MODEL

The O fice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance is interested in

any innovative ideas that a local district my have which target
services to TANF recipients affected by drug/al cohol abuse and donestic
vi ol ence. District plans should include the integration of donmestic
vi ol ence services and drug/al cohol rehabilitation (treatment as well as
enhanced) services to the target population. The plans should, also,
i nclude active coordination and col | aboration between domestic violence
and substance abuse providers. Districts may find the "Mdel Donestic
Vi ol ence Policy for Counties", released in January 1998 by the Ofice
for the Prevention of Donestic Violence, a useful tool when designing
their plan.

Services to the target population may include, but are not linted

to:
crisis intervention
coordi nated safety and substance abuse treatnent planning
parenti ng education
| egal , nedical and housi ng advocacy
children's counseling
i ndi vi dual counseling
vocational preparation
support services
support for parent/child rel ationships
Districts may provide services directly or nmmy contract/purchase
services fromappropriate providers within the district. Drug/ al coho
rehabilitation services nust be provided by OASAS |icensed agencies or
Vet erans Administration facilities. Donestic viol ence services must be
provided by approved residential and/or non-resi denti al donestic
vi ol ence providers, unless otherw se permtted by the Departnent. Any
program nodel nust conply, and not interfere, with the local district's
requirenent to inplenent the Famly Violence Option (98 ADM 3); to

screen and assess clients for drug/al cohol abuse; or, to provide shelter
and services to victims of domestic violence.

PLAN CONTENT

Local districts interested in operating a program which targets
persons affected by donestic violence and drug/al cohol abuse nust submt
a witten proposal for review and approval by the Ofice of Tenporary
and Disability Assistance. Plans should include:

1. An under standi ng of the problens faced by the target
popul ation (victins of donestic violence who are al so
drug/ al cohol abusers or potential abusers or victins of
a drug/ al cohol abuser).
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2. The services to be provided including a list of service
provi ders, frequency of service availability, |ocation
of services, the nunmber of adults and children to be
served, and the associated cost of service. A budget
wor ksheet (Attachment 1) rnust be conpl eted and
submitted as part of the proposal

3. An expl anation of the service nodel, including how
famlies will be identified for services, how services
wi ||l be accessed, expected client outcones, and
coordi nation of services with donestic violence and
drug and al cohol abuse services in the district.

4, An expl anation of how services under the plan will be
coordinated with the local district to ensure that the
| ocal district neets its responsibilities for drug/
al cohol screening and assessnment and donestic viol ence
screening and referral for services, and with other
donestic viol ence and substance abuse services in the
county.

V. EVALUATI ON CRI TERI A:

A review team consisting of staff fromthe Ofice of Tenporary and

Disability Assistance, the Ofice of Children and Fam |y Services and
the O fice of Al coholismand Substance Abuse will evaluate and rate al
plans subnmitted wthin the established tinefrane. Due to the linmted
anmount of funding available for this project, it may not be possible to
fund all proposals. As such, the reviewteamw |l rank all proposals.
Proposals will be assessed and ranked according to the follow ng
criteria.
1. The district's ability to denonstrate an understandi ng

of the issues/problens faced by the target popul ation.

2. The prescribed services to be provided and how t hese
services will be integrated and coordi nated to address
the many issues/problens faced by the target
popul ati on.

3. The coordination of services provided with the LDSS to
ensure that they conplenent the districts efforts to
provi de mandat ed drug/ al cohol and donestic viol ence
servi ces.

4, The ability of the district to clearly describe the
service nodel, including how the target group will be
reached/identified and how services will be accessed.
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5. The experience and expertise of the service providers
in serving the target popul ation and the denonstration
of comunity support and conmitnent of donmestic
vi ol ence and substance abuse treatnent providers.
FUNDI NC:

There is $850,000 available to fund projects. Districts may subnit
proposal s for funding up to $200, 000. These funds are not available to
supplant other treatnment funds (i.e. Medicaid) nor can they be used to
fund child care expenses which would be funded fromthe child care bl ock
grant. Addi tionally, as TANF funding, services provided nust fal
within the guidelines for the expenditure of TANF doll ars.

It is anticipated that approved proposals will commence on 10/1/98
and operate until 6/30/99. Funding beyond this initial period is
subj ect to annual appropriation by the State Legislature.

FI SCAL | VPLI CATI ONES:

The admnistrative costs associated wth this project should be
reported as F17 function code expenditures and clainmed on the Schedule
D17 "Distribution of Allocated Costs to O her Rei nbursable Prograns" to
a DSS-3922 form entitled "Financial Sumary for Special Projects”
| abel | ed "Enhanced Dr ug/ Al cohol Servi ces" and reported on the
appropriate |ines.

For individuals who are otherwi se eligible for TANF funding, the
costs wll be reported in the Total Columm and clai ned at 100% Federa
Shar e. Rei mbursenent is available up to the I|imt of the approved
proj ect budget, with these costs being outside the local district
admi ni strative cap. If local districts collaborate in submtting a
proposal , each district should submt clainms for only their share of
costs incurred under an approved plan.

Any questions of a fiscal nature from Region | through V should be
directed to Roland Levie at 1-800-343-8859, extension 4-7549; fisca
questions from Region V and Regi on VI should be directed to Marvin Gold
at (212)383-1733.

. SUBM SSI ON OF PROPOSALS:

A local social services district may submit a proposal individually
or may collaborate with another district(s) and subnit a conbined plan.
Pl ans shoul d include the name and phone nunber of an individual that we
may contact if any questions arise in the review process. Plans nust be
submitted to:

Dal e J. Peterson, Leader - Region V
O fice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance
40 North Pearl Street
Al bany, New York 12243
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Proposal s nust be received by close of business Friday, August 28,
1998, to be considered for funding. Districts nust submt six (6)
copi es of their proposal. If you have any questions concerning this
rel ease, please contact your Regional Team representative.

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance
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