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Ofice: Ofice of Budget,
Fi nance and Data
Managenent
TO Local District Com ssioners

SUBJECT: Autonated C aimng System (ACS) Rehosting Project

ATTACHVENTS: List of Districts Needing Hardware (On-1ine)

The Autonmated Cdainmng System (ACS) Re-hosting Project is designed to
nove the ACS froma mai nfrane COBOL environnment to one supported wthin
a client/server architecture. Starting with January 1999 clains, Local
District staff will conplete nmonthly claimng packages/schedules from a
personal conputer using Excel spreadsheets. Packages will be subnmitted
across the statewi de network to a database mmintained w thin New York
State OIDA offices. Clainms data will be |oaded into the new systemto
eventual ly enable state and local staff to access information from
January 1992 forward. There is a possibility that clains will be
submtted on disk or, as a last resort, on paper clains provided by our
agency should the network not be fully available for January clains. As
pl ans get finalized, we will update the Local Districts.

In ny May 21, 1998 letter, a survey was taken of the equipnent and

software currently residing in each Local District. Districts which
have CONNECTI ONS hardware in the Accounting office already have the
equi pment necessary to acconmodate the ACS. After carefully analyzing
the survey results, it was determ ned that a nunber of Local Districts

did not have the hardware and/or software to support the new system
For districts needing hardware, see the attached |list. The m ni mum
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hardware requirenments are an Intel Pentium processor (P100 or better),
500 negabytes avail abl e space on the hard drive, 16 negabytes RAM
W ndows NT, Ofice 95, or Ofice 97 versions of Excel and Wrd
installed. Pentium personal conputers with operating systems other than
NT rmust be wupgraded to run NT. The needed hardware, software and
license will be purchased by OIDA and installed in the appropriate Local
District. OTDA wi Il provide printers to those Accounting offices that
do not currently have a State CONNECTI ONS printer. It should be noted
that any site nodification to accommpdate this new equipnent and
software woul d be the Local District's financial responsibility and be
cl ai ned for reinbursenent as an admnistrative cost through the
Schedul e RF2A process. Contractor or Applications Service Center State
staff will visit Local Districts to conplete a site survey (see attached
list). Floor plans for the location of the new PC's, for the districts
on t he attached list, nmust be forwarded to Bill Filiaci by
Noverber 15, 1998. The floor plans should be faxed to Bill Filiaci's
attention at (518) 486-6350

It nust be enphasized that Accounting staff nust coordinate their
efforts with their network admnistrator and certified NT security
staff.

To effectively wuse this new system Local District staff should be
trained in EXCEL 95 or EXCEL 97. This training can be obtained in |oca
educational institutions or by taking advantage of the M5 Office courses
sponsored by the Applications Services Center under the auspices of the
Ofice of Human Resource Developnent in the Ofice of Famly and
Children Services. The rehosting is planned to coincide with claimform
changes required by Wl fare Reform |In January and February 1999, OIDA
wi || conduct regional training covering the claim fornms and system
operations. The schedule and |ocation of this training will be rel eased
as soon as all necessary arrangenents have been made.

For hardware/software issues, please contact Bill Filiaci at 1-800-343-
8859, extension 3-8641.

Pl ease refer any questions concerning the transition to this new system
to the wusual contacts: (Regions 1-1V) Roland Levie 1-800-343-8859
ext ensi on 4-7549 and (Region V) Marvin Gold (212) 383-1733.

Thaddeus S. Zi enba
Di rector
Bur eau of Financi al Services



List of Districts Needi ng Hardware

Al bany
Chaut auqua
Clinton
Col urmbi a
Del awar e
Dut chess
Erie
Essex
Cenesee
G eene
Ham | t on
Her ki mer
Lew s
Li vi ngston
Ni agar a
Onei da
Onondaga
Orange
O | eans
Gswego
O sego
Put nam
Rockl and
St. Lawrence
Schenect ady
Schuyl er
Schohari e
Seneca
Suf f ol k
Sul |'i van
Ti oga
Tonpki ns
U ster
Warren
Wayne
West chest er
Woni ng

Attachnment A



