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The purpose of this letter is to share wth social services districts
additional information from USDA designed to help inplenent the provisions
of Section 508 of the Agriculture, Research, Extension, and Education Reform
Act of 1998 ( AREERA)

In the Fall of 1998, USDA sent us a Technical Assistance Guide on
identifying and verifying the status of Hrong and ot her Hi ghland Laotian
tribal nmenbers and their fanilies. Listed belowis additional information
for establishing potential eligibility for Food Stanps:

A Hnong or other Highland Laotian who is not a U.S. citizenis eligible
to receive Food Stanps if he/she neets the normal Food Stanp financial
and work requirenments, and:

Is legally residing in the United States;
Was born before 8/8/75;

Was born in Laos or another country with Hhong or other Hi ghland
Laotian popul ations and can give a reasonable explanation as to
why he/she was not born in Laos (the countries include Thail and,
Canbodi a, China, Vietnam |ndonesia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and
Si ngapore) ;

Has refugee code RE1l, RE2, RE3, RE6, RE7, R86, 1C6, or IC7, or
can give a reasonabl e explanation of his/her inmgration to the
u. s (for exanple, sought asylumin another country and | ater
immgrated to the U S.);

Entered the U S. in April 1975 or later (or can give a
reasonabl e explanation for having entered before that, such as
cane here as a student, for mlitary training, to escape the
war, and so on); and

Signs an affidavit swearing under penalty of |aw that he/she was
a nenber of a Hnong or Highland Laotian tribe between 8/5/64 and
5/ 7/ 75. (I'f a Food Stanp worker has access to the Refugee Data
Center (RDC) Ilist of eligible Hwng and H ghland Laotian
refugees who entered the U S. after 1979, and the nanme or alien
nunber of the person claimng nenbership in a tribal group
appears on the |ist, there is no need for the affidavit.
However, the worker must not deny eligibility for Food Stanps
sinply because the RDC list is unavailable or the applicant's
nane or alien nunber does not appear on it.)
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A menber of a Hrong or Highland Laotian tribal nenmber's fanmly who is
not a US. citizen is eligible for Food Stanps if he/she neets the
regul ar Food Stanmp work and financial eligibility requirenents, and:

Is also a tribal nmenber; or

_ Is the spouse, an unrenmarried w dow or widower of a triba
nmenber who has died, or unmarried dependent child of a triba
nmenber, and verifies his/her status as a nenber of the triba

nmenber's famly.

Di vorced spouses do not qualify as fam |y nmenbers. In addition, a nenber of
the famly of a tribal nenber who has died need not show that the triba
nmenber was legally residing in the the United States.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of Temporary Assistance



