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The purpose of this Informational Letter is to clarify procedures that nust
be followed when in-district drug/alcohol (DA treatnent is required for a
tenporary assistance client residing in another district.

Ofice regulation 351.2(i)(1)(v) provides that when a district is
responsi bl e for paynent of drug/al cohol treatnent, the district can require
in-district treatnent provided an appropriate t r eat ment program is
avai | abl e. In determining whether an appropriate treatnent programis
available locally, it is essential that the district's Credential ed Al coho
and Substance Abuse Counsel or (CASAC), or other professional drug/al coho
staff that would approve and nonitor treatnent, comrunicate wth the in-
district treatnent provider and with the out-of-county district's treatnent
provider to assure that adequate arrangenents can be made for in-district
treat ment. Factors that nust be reviewed are progress plans and plans for
conti nued drug/al cohol care. Districts nust be careful to assure that
appropriate care is available in-district before requiring an individual to
return. |In addition, districts nust assure that the fanily of the recipient
remains intact and that court-ordered treatnent is adhered to and not
di srupt ed.

In the event there is a disagreenent between professional staff in the
district requiring the individual to return, and the out-of-county treatnent
providers staff, the former will be responsible for the final decision on
whet her the in-district care is adequate. D) A professional staff in the
district requiring an individual to return nust carefully docunent the basis
for their final decision.

Once a decision has been nade to require a tenporary assistance recipient to
return for in-district care, the district nust provide an infornationa
letter to the recipient specifying the foll ow ng:

0 a decision has been made based on Ofice regulation
351.2(i)(1)(v) that appropriate drug/alcohol care is avail able
in-district;

o0 who the individual nust contact to arrange for in-district
treatment and

0 reasonable tine frames wthin which the recipient nust
conply. A reasonable tinme frane nust be at |east 30 days.

If a tenporary assistance recipient refuses to conply with the district's
request to return for in-district care, a durational sanction nust be
i mposed against the recipient in accordance with 351.2(i)(2) after tinmely
noti ce has been provided.
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Medi cai d-only individuals cannot be required to return for in-district care

as long as the treatnent programthey are attending is appropriate for their
needs.

Patricia A. Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



