OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE

OTDA- 4037EL (Rev. 11/98)
Transmttal No: 99 LCMm 15

Date: July 22, 1999
Di vi sion: Tenporary Assistance
TO Local District Conmi ssioners

SUBJECT: Allocations for TANF & SNA Drug & Al cohol Assessnents and
the Availability of Funds to Operate an Enhanced Drug/ Al coho
Program for TANF Reci pi ents

ATTACHVENTS: I. Drug & Al cohol Assessnents (not avail able on-Iline)
1. Enhanced D&A Services Allocation Reconciliation &
Anti ci pated Expenditures (not available on-Iine)
I11. Budget Worksheet (not available on-Iine)
I'V. 1998-1999 D&A Assessnent Allocations (not available

on-1ine)
V. 1998-1999 Enhanced D&A Al l ocati ons (not avail able
on-1ine)

I. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

The Wel fare Reform Act of 1997 established the availability of TANF
block grant funds for the purpose of providing Drug and Al cohol assessnent
and enhanced services to famlies in receipt of Famly Assistance. There
was $18 nmillion in TANF funding appropriated in SFY 1997-98 and $12 nillion
in SFY 1998-99 to support assessnment and enhanced treatnent services.
Additionally, the executive budget reconmendation includes an appropriation
of $18 nmillion for SFY 1999-2000; however, the anobunt of funding actually
appropriated will not be known until the SFY 1999-2000 budget is in place.
In addition to the TANF funds, there is also an appropriation of State funds
for the purpose of assessing Safety Net clients for drug/al cohol problens.

The purpose of this release is to establish a basis for allocating
nonies to districts for ongoing assessnent activities, continuation of
current enhanced services and the establishnent of newinitiatives. |In that
a significant nunmber of districts experienced start-up problens in round one
of enhanced treatnent funding, it is anticipated that a substantial portion
of the enhanced funding will not be expended by 6/30/99. To establish need
for funding and new allocations, it will be necessary to determ ne: t he
anmount of unspent funds districts will have fromtheir initial allocations
and the amount of funds necessary for assessnent and enhanced services for
the period 7/1/99 - 6/30/00.
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The SFY 1999-2000 State Budget is not yet enacted; however, recently
passed energency appropriations authorize continued expenditure of funds
t hrough Septenmber 15, 1999. Pending additional budget action, programs may
continue to operate and clains may continue to be paid until Septenber
1999. These actions will not affect the allocation periods referenced in
the LCM As indicated above, new allocations for the period beginning July
1999 will be established once local district responses to this LCM have been
received.

. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A DRUG & ALCOHOL ASSESSMENT ALLOCATI ONS

Al Districts:

1. Conmpl ete Attachment | "TANF & SNA Drug and Al coho
Assessnent Expenditures”.

B. ENHANCED DRUG AND ALCOHCOL SERVI CES ALLCCATI ONS

Currently Participating Districts:

1. Conpl ete Attachnment 11, "Enhanced D&A Services
Al l ocation Reconciliation and Antici pated Expenditures".

2. Conpl ete Attachnment 111 "Budget Wrksheet".

3. Declare intent for programfunding for the period 7/1/99
to 6/30/00 for TANF Enhanced Servi ces.

4, If funding is requested, provide, at a mininmum a plan
update, including a new budget work sheet. The funding
request must be devel oped in consultation with the
County Director of Mental Health, and the request nust
assure such. If significant changes are being nade to
the districts plan, a new plan nust be provided.
Districts will be required to denonstrate need for these
funds by citing the nunber of famlies requiring
services as indicated by:

I cases identified via the TANF (D&A) screening and
assessnent process;

I cases identified via other sources (i.e. Fanily
& Children Services);

I cases identified via their enployability plan that
are required to participate in both D&A treatnment
and work activities.
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New Di stricts Requesting Funding:

1. Conmpl ete plan in accordance with 98 LCMW 14.
Additionally, if the district wishes to incorporate a
D&A/ domesti c vi ol ence conponent, it should be done in
accordance with 98 LCM 39 gui del i nes.

1. FUNDI NG
O the $30 nillion appropriated for the first two years, we anticipate

any unspent bal ances will be reappropriated and will be available for |ocal
district needs to support drug assessnent and enhanced treatnent

activities. The first $18 nillion has been allocated to local districts.
However , it is possible that districts wll not use the entire anpunt
al | ocat ed. This LCM announces the availability of funding for the second

round of assessment and enhanced treatnment funds, and the actual anount
awarded will be $12 million (representing funds for 7/1/99 to 6/30/00), plus
any funds from the first $18 mllion (7/1/98 to 6/30/99 funds) that | ocal
districts did not spend or obligate during the first round. The total
amount available will be determi ned based on the information we receive from
local districts regarding their funding needs for enhanced treatnent
services and for drug assessnent activities for the next year. Districts
nmust establish need for these funds to be considered for funding. Need
shoul d be established by the district denonstrating the ability to inplenent
a program and identifying the nunbers of people to be served and cost of
service. A separate funding opportunity for conbi ned Donestic Viol ence/Drug
and Al cohol services will not be offered as it was previously in 98 LCM 39.
Districts interested in providing services to this target popul ation should
i nclude this conponent in their enhanced drug and al cohol services plan.
Subject to funding availability and local programrequirenents, it is this
offices intent to fund districts at a nmininum at year one |evels. | f
districts establish a need and request additional funds, such requests will
be reviewed and, to the extent possible, OIDA will provide the requested
funding levels. Local district requests will be reviewed by an inter-agency
team conpri sed of OTDA, DOL, QOASAS, DOH and OCFS.

V. FI SCAL | MPLI CATI ONS

The adninistrative costs associated wth treatnment prograns which
provi de drug/al cohol rehabilitation services to famlies should be reported
as F17 function code expenditures and clained on the Schedule D 17
"Distribution of Allocated Costs to O her Reinmbursabl e Prograns". Anount s
claimed on the Schedule D-17 are transferred to a DSS-3922 formentitled,
"Fi nancial Sunmmary For Special Projects" |abelled "Enhanced Drug/Al cohol
Services" and reported on the appropriate lines. Caimng instructions for
the Schedule D-17 appear in Chapter 19 of Bulletin 143-b "Local Cost
Al l ocati on Manual ".
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For individuals who are otherwi se eligible for TANF funding, the costs

will be reported in the Total Colum and <clained at 100% Federal Share.
Rei nbursenent is available up to the limt of the approved project budget,

State share rei nbursenent for Safety Net assessnents wll be outside the
local district adnministrative cap. Districts will need to differentiate
bet ween year | and Year || costs. W reconmmend for the new 1999-2000

anount, districts use "Enhanced Drug/ Al cohol Services I1".

Any questions of a fiscal nature fromRegions | through |V should be
directed to Roland Levie at 1-800-343-8859, extension 4-7549; fiscal
questions fromRegions V and VI should be directed to Marvin Gold at
(212) 383-1733.

V. SUBM SSI ON OF PROPGCSALS

A local social services district may subnit a proposal individually or
may collaborate with another neighboring district(s) and subnmit a conbi ned
pl an. Pl ans shoul d include the name and phone nunber of the individual(s)
who we nmay contact if any questions arise in the review process and the
i ndi vidual who will be the contact person during the period of program
operation. Districts nmust submt six (6) copies of their Plan/Plan Update.
Pl ans nmust be subnmitted to:

Dal e J. Peterson, Leader - Region Il
Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance/11C
40 North Pearl Street
Al bany, New York 12243

Pl ans\ Pl an Updates nust be subnmitted by c.o.b. August 16, 1999, and no
funds w Il be nade available to a district until their Plan is approved for
funding by this Ofice. I f you have any questi ons, pl ease contact your
Regi onal Team representati ve.

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



