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The purpose of this nmenobrandumis to notify local social services districts
and other interested parties of the availability of a new publication,
"Putting It Al Together to Create Changes." This is a resource guide to
wel fare reform for conmunity-based organi zati ons who work with our nutual
clients, but who my have Ilittle background information on tenporary
assi stance prograns, eligibility requirenents and the inpact of welfare
reformin general

Backgr ound

Wth the passage of New York's Wl fare Reform |egislation, the New York
State Ofice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance's (OTDA) created an
i nfornational canpaign to focus on our change in philosophy, fromlong-term
dependency to "tenporary assistance for permanent change." In the first
year of this campaign, an 11-m nute video, three posters and a brochure were
devel oped and distributed. The "Sel f-sufficiency Supports" brochure was
devel oped as part of the second year of the Canpaign to continue to educate
applicants and recipients as they transition off assistance. Many not -for -
profit organi zati ons and ot her comunity organi zati ons requested copies of
the year one naterials to educate their clients who in many cases are al so

served by our prograns. The welfare reform comunity-based organization
resource guide was developed in the second year of the canpaign to fill a
need for basic information for these non-DSS organizations. These
organi zations are your partners in your communities who also strive to help
peopl e overcone their barriers to self-sufficiency. A coordinated effort
will be nore effective in achieving this common goal

Action

Al t hough OTDA plans to do an initial miling to comunity-based
organi zations across New York State, each social services district office
can order a supply (on an 876 formfor ordering publications) to provide
directly to various community-based organi zations in their counties. It is
an educational tool that will be hel pful for organizations that may not know
all of the varied assistance prograns are available, what the eligibility
requirenents are for individuals they are trying to help and what is
expected of our mutual clients. For exanple, a drug and al cohol counsel or
working with a client nandated to treatnment should be aware of work
requirenents so that the two requirenents work in conjunction wth each
ot her. The guide can also be a way of getting your conmunity's
organi zations to think of thenselves as part of the solution and think about
how t hey might help others to beconme self-sufficient. (Exanple: beconing a
wor k experi ence sight)

Any questions regarding this nmenorandum should be directed to Theresa
Wescott (518) 474-9516.

Brian J. Wng
Commi ssi oner
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