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The Division of Tenporary Assistance (DTA) Central Team nenbers were
charged with responding to inquiries fromdistricts on a variety of Tenporary
Assi stance (TA) issues over the past year. The attachment represents a cross
section of TA questions received during this tinme. The questions and answers
attached to this docunent relate only to TA and do not include questions and
answers from Food Stanps (FS) or the Honme Energy Assistance Program ( HEAP),
al t hough DTA continues to be responsible for all issues and questions relating
to TA, FS and HEAP.

If you have questions regarding this rel ease, please contact the Central
Team directly at the above referenced nunmber. Policy issues relating to FS and
HEAP shoul d continue to be directed to the appropriate policy or regional team

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Commi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance
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GENERAL

1. Q

A
2. Q

A
3. Q

A
4. Q

A
5. Q

A
6. Q

Are districts required to provide the Cient Information Books I, |
and I'll, and the Supplements to all applicants for Tenporary
Assi stance (TA)?

Yes, Cient Information Books nust be nmailed or given with the
application (and recertification). Please see the Public Assistance
Source Book (PASB) |V-B-1 and V-B-2.

Can a coll ege student who |lives on canpus be considered tenporarily
absent froma Fanmily Assistance (FA) case? |f so, are there any
tinme limts for the eligibility?

Yes, a college student nmay be considered tenporarily absent fromthe
FA househol d. However, they nust continue to conply with al
eligibility requirenents, including enployment requirenents.

Can a non-applying stepparent charge a stepchild rent?

No. Aside fromthe shelter considered in the stepparent deem ng
process, the stepparent married to the child' s natural or adoptive
parent is legally responsible for the stepchild under 21 years of
age.

If a recipient contacts the district prior to the effective date of
atinely notice and pronises to cooperate after the effective date
of the notice and then fails to conply, does the action of the
original tinmely notice becone effective?

No. A recipient nmust conply by the effective date of the notice.
There nust be denonstrated good cause to reactivate the case after
t he negative action has been taken

What is the definition of a sumer canp?

A Summer canp is defined in Public Health Law 225. Sunmer canps are
broken into three categories. Sumer day canps, a place occupi ed at
| east five days a week between June 1 and Septenber 15 by chil dren
under 16 years of age, primarily for the purpose of outdoor

organi zed group activities, for a period | ess than 24 hours a day,
on any day the property is occupied. A children's traveling sunmer
day canp operates for a period of |ess than 24 hours on any day

bet ween May 15 and Septenber 15, and transports children under 16
years of age on a regular schedule to any place primarily for the
pur pose of organized group activity. A children's overnight canmp is
a place occupi ed by children under 18 years of age for the purpose
of organi zed activities and for which provisions are nmade for
over ni ght occupancy of nore than 72 continuous hours.

What is the category of a relative (other than the parent) who is
appl ying for assistance and residing in a household containing a
child and the child's natural or adoptive parent?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

If the "other relative" is not inposing parental control over the
child, the case is authorized under Safety Net Assistance (SNA).
The essential person category nmust be explored if the child and
parent are in receipt of Famly Assistance (FA).

If a case goes fromcash Safety Net Assistance (SNA) to non-cash
SNA, does the recipient have Fair Hearing rights?

Yes. Adequate notice nust be given unless a grant change or a
change in the nethod of paynent occurs as a result of the change in
category. In this case, a tinmely and adequate notice nust be

provi ded.

Can a district require a grantee (OTG to attend life skills
traini ng?

No, the OTG may not be required to attend life skill training as
part of the Tenporary Assistance (TA) eligibility requirements.

If a grantee (OTG is not paying their rent, can a local district
wi t hhol d the shelter allowance included in the child s grant?

No, there is no statutory or regulatory authority to do so.

Does a district provide tinely notice when placing an "other than
grantee (OTG" case on direct paynments?

Yes. Tinmely and adequate notice nust be provided when the nethod of
paynent of the cash benefit changes.

Is the Docunentati on Requirenments (DSS-2642) form optional?

No. The form was mandated by 93 ADM 20 as a tool to assist
districts.

May a district authorize a Tenporary Assistance (TA) case for one
year without a schedul ed recertification?

No, a TA case nmust be re-certified at |least twice a year (18 NYCRR
351.21).

If a case closes prior to the inposition of an Intentional Program
Violation (IPV), is the applicant/recipient (AR) eligible for an
energency since the I PV was not inposed?

No, the IPV is "pending" on the closed individual until his/her next
application for Tenporary Assistance (TA). The actual |PV penalty
period begins fromthe date that the re-application for TA benefits
i s approved.

Does the 45-day application period apply to a 17 year old child
com ng into a household after a sanction has ended, and applying to
be added to the non-cash Safety Net Assistance (SNA) parent only
case?

Yes, the 45-day application period applies to all applicants for
SNA,



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Can nore than one case action be listed on a single notice?
Yes.

What alternative does a district have if a landlord refuses to
supply their social security number (SSN) for direct paynents or two
party checks, as required for non-cash Safety Net Assistance (SNA)?

The shelter expense nust be included in the budget as an item of
need. |If the landlord refuses to accept nandated direct paynents
under non-cash SNA the district should continue to restrict the rent
and hold the paynments in an escrow account. When the | andlord
demands paynment, the district then can nmake arrangenents with the

| andl ord, but nust still make a direct paynent and would stil
require a SSN.

In the case of joint custody, howis the Tenporary Assistance (TA)
case of each absent parent, who has joint custody, budgeted?

The needs of the child are allowed in the case of the parent that
denonstrates that he/she exerts parental control over the child
(where the child attends school for exanple). The other case nmay be
eligible to receive a visitor's allowance for the tinmes when the
child is in the household of the other parent. For further

i nformati on see 94 | NF-45.

What are the programmatic differences between Enmergency Hone Reli ef
(EHR) and Energency Safety Net Assistance (ESNA)?

There are no programratic di fferences between EHR and ESNA. ESNA
replaced EHR i n August 1997.

Can a grantee (OTG case receive a visitors allowance for children
in foster care?

No. The visitors allowance is based on a need of the adult
reci pient of TA in the househol d.

Can a Fami|ly Assistance (FA) eligible child receive FA based on a
parent's tenporary absence? Additionally, when the parent returns
to the househol d, does the parent receive benefits fromthe date of
return or the date of Tenporary Assistance (TA) conpliance?

If the parent is tenporarily absent and intends to return to the
househol d (e. g. out of county caring for a relative) and the child
remai ns in the household, the case would remain FA and the benefits
woul d renai n unchanged unl ess the parent's standard of need changes
during the absence, e. g. entering a drug and al cohol treatnent
facility.

EMERGENCI ES

21. Q

Are all identified emergencies considered i medi ate needs that nust
be resol ved the sane day?



22. Q
23. Q
24. Q
25. Q
ENERGY
26. Q

No, an energency is a set of circunstances that will require an
action before the eligibility determination is conplete. An

i medi ate need is an emergency situation that nust be dealt with the
sanme day to ensure the health and safety of the individual or

fam ly. Wenever an applicant indicates that an energency situation
exi sts, he/she nust be interviewed that same day to determn ne

whet her the energency situation constitutes an i nmedi ate need.

Is a formal eviction notice required before the situation is
consi dered an energency?

No, the district nmust nmake a deternination of whether or not an

i medi ate need exists on the sane day that the applicant or

reci pient (AAR) requests assistance to prevent an eviction or

forecl osure, whatever the status of the eviction. A formal eviction
notice is not required to begin the process of determning if the
AR is eligible for a shelter arrears paynment. See 93 INF-3, #31
for further information.

Is monthly rent up to the |Iocal agency nmonthly shelter maximuns the
nmost that can be authorized to prevent an eviction?

No. Applicants for energency assistance may recei ve an anmount in
excess of |ocal agency maximum nmonthly shelter all owance paid
towards the nonthly arrears. This excess anount above the shelter
mexi mum i s an over paynent subject to recovery and recouprment [18
NYCRR 352.7(g)(3)(v)]. Also, to receive this, the applicant nust be
able to denpnstrate an ability to neet future rental obligations, or
if the applicant can, in the judgenent of the district, secure
alternative housing, no payment is authorized. For recipients
facing eviction or foreclosure during a period for which grant has
been previously issued, an anpbunt in excess of the shelter maxi muns
may be authorized. The recipient nust agree to use all available
liquid resources to prevent eviction, denonstrate an ability to pay
shelter expenses in the future, agree to the future restriction of
rent or nortgage paynents and rmust not have previously received a
shelter arrears paynent and subsequently requested a di scontinuance
of restriction of the shelter. For a recipient, the entire arrears
paymnent - al | owance plus excess anpbunt-is an advance paynent, subject
to recoupnent [18 NYCRR 352.7(g)(4)].

I's transportati on consi dered an emergency need?

No, unless it is required to neet an emergency (e. g. to get to a
food pantry, repairs to autonobiles necessary for enploynent).

Can a district pay a water shut off?

No, there is no authority in law or regulation to pay a water bil
arrears.

When are the Home Energy Allowance (HEA) and the Suppl erental Hone
Energy All owance (SHEA) used in restriction budgeting?



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

The only tinme HEA and SHEA are restricted for a donestic energy
account, is when the recipient requests assistance to prevent a
shut-of f or restore service, fails the energy nanagenent test and
the HEA and SHEA are |less than the actual nmonthly donestic energy
average. For restriction purposes, other than in the case of

m smanagenent, the district nust use an average of the actua

nont hly donestic energy costs. The average nay be based on the
actual bills or an amount provi ded by the energy provider.

I's an energy reconciliation underpayment authorized to the current
case payee or to the case payee of the reconciled period?

Paynent should be made to the case payee of the reconciled period.

If the mandated shelter restriction of non-cash Safety Net

Assi stance (SNA) results in no remaining deficit to restrict
donestic energy or fuel, nust the district nake direct paynent for
utilities (including heat) and create an overpaynent?

No, the district has the options allowed by regulation. The
district may restrict $0.00 and pay the actual bill and reconcile
the account, or nmake no restricted energy paynent. See 99 LCM 20
for further information.

If a Tenporary Assistance (TA) recipient is customer of record to a
fuel vendor but is not the tenant of record, can they be provided
with a fuel allowance?

No, in order to be eligible for a fuel allowance a TA recipi ent must
be both the custoner and tenant of record. |If the TArecipient is
not eligible for a fuel allowance, the case is budgeted with a fue
type code of "X'" in the ABEL budget.

An applicant for emergency energy assistance is participating in a
| ow i nconme af f ordabl e energy program (such as the NYSEG s Power
Partners Program. The applicant presents with a shut-off notice
for a date within 72 hours. How do we deal with this applicant?

The programin which the applicant is participating is an arrears
forgiveness programoffered by the applicant's utility conmpany. To
participate in this program the customer must neet current

obl i gations, although they may be carrying old arrears. For TA, the
applicant is only in an energency situation if the applicant is no
longer in the lowincome affordability programand will actually be
shut-of f. The worker nmay need to contact the utility conpany to
determine this.

What fuel type code is used in ABEL for "pellet" burning heating
equi prent ?

ABEL fuel type code "9 - other fuel". Though nost pellets are nade
of wood, using this fuel type code will give the "wood" all owance
amount and al so be correct for pellet materials other than wood.
The pellet burning equipnent rmust be the primary source of heating
for the dwelling.



FILING UNI T

32. Q
33. Q
34. Q
35. Q
ALI ENS
36. Q
37. Q

If a family in a Fanmily Assistance (FA) case receives a shelter

and/ or fuel allowance for a child in foster care subsequently

cl oses, and one of the parents re-applies at a later date, do filing
unit rules apply?

If the parent is applying for thenselves and not the child' s portion
of the shelter and/or fuel allowance, the case would be an adult
only FA case and filing unit rules would not apply. |[If the parent
is applying and requests that the needs (shelter and fuel) of the
absent child be considered and the child's foster care plan is to
return the child to the hone, filing unit rules apply and the case
woul d be FA

When an individual is under a conditional release, still under the
control of the correctional facility, is the individual exenpt from
filing unit requirements?

No. However, if this is the case, the individual is stil
considered to be incarcerated for TA purposes and Al l en budgeting
nmet hodol ogy applies.

If a biological child was given up at birth for adoption and
subsequently returns to the natural parent's Tenporary Assistance
(TA) household that includes the children of the natural parent,
must the biological child be part of the filing unit?

Yes, because a blood relationship exists between the children

Who nust be included on a single Safety Net Assistance (SNA) case?
(siblings, spouses)

Filing unit rules apply to all Tenporary Assistance (TA) prograns
al t hough SNA spouses may be subject to specific budgeting practices
such as Rice budgeting or Allen budgeting. |In addition, a parent
cannot apply for SNA w thout including his/her children who reside
with the parent.

Are illegal, undocunented persons or aliens with a tenporary

imm gration status, who are ineligible for Tenmporary Assistance (TA)
but have a TA case for their children exenpt fromconplying wth
eligibility requirenents for the children's TA case?

No, these ineligible individuals are viewed as part of the filing
unit and must conply with eligibility requirements in order to all ow
the district to establish eligibility for the other unit menbers.
The TA case woul d be subject to negative action if the ineligible

i ndividual fails to conply with eligibility requirenments.

Can a shelter allowance be provided to a sponsored alien who is
renting an apartment fromthe sponsor?



38. Q

A

Yes. Based on the outcome of Mnino and Ruiz v. Perales, a shelter
al | owance must be provided regardl ess of who the [andlord is when
sponsor deeming is not applicable or does not elimnnate need
according to the criteria specified in.93 ADM 13 and 99 ADM 2.

Can enpl oynment outside of the United States and its territories
count for the "forty quarters” to qualify an alien?

No.

SANCTI ONS/ | NTENTI ONAL PROGRAM VI OLATI ONS (I PV)

39. Q
40. Q
41. Q
42. Q
43. Q

Can a person under an Intentional Program Violation (IPV) receive
Enmer gency Assi stance to Needy Fanilies (EAF)?

Ceneral |y, EAF may not be provided on behal f of the person subject
to an IPV. Oher nenbers in the household nay receive a prorated
share of the payment to neet their needs. However, when the EAF
paynment is made to nmeet a utility related emergency authorized under
SSL 131-s, the needs of the person subject to the IPV are included.
Pl ease refer to 99 INF-15 for further information.

Can an individual be sanctioned for failing to cooperate with IV-D
when they are receiving voluntary support paynents from the absent
parent ?

Yes. The voluntary support received by the Tenporary Assistance
(TA) househol d cannot be budgeted agai nst the household's TA
standard of need after the initial nmonth of eligibility. The
obligation of the absent parent must still be entered as other

i ncome code "13-Alinony/ Spousal Support Assigned to Agency" in order
for ABEL to accurately performincone tests.

Can a sanction inmposed by another state on an individual be applied
to a NYS applicant/recipient (AR?

No. However, please renenber that assistance provided in other
states out of Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fanilies (TANF) funds
does count toward the time limts established under the 1997 Wl fare
Ref orm Act .

If a pregnant woman is subject to a pro-rata sanction (Drug/ Al coho
or Enpl oynment rel ated), does the pregnancy all owance continue to be
budget ed?

Yes. The case will receive a pro-rated share of the total of the
benefit including the pregnancy all owance.

What sanction rules apply to an essential person (EP) on a federally
funded case, Fanmily Assistance (FA) (Case Type 11) or Safety Net
Assi stance (SNA)(Case Type 12)?

If the EP is on a FA case, FArules and if the EP is on a non-cash
SNA- FP case, SNA rules. Please note, sanctioning the EP cannot
negatively inpact the FA or SNA case. The EP nust be deleted as an
EP prior to inposing the sanction.



OVERPAYMENT/ UNDERPAYNMENT

44. Q

A
45. Q

A
46. Q

A
47. Q

A
48. Q

A
49. Q

A
50. Q

A
RESOQURCES
51. Q

When are recouped anounts posted in CAVS?
Recoupnents are posted in CAMS when benefits are redeened.

Since the threshold is $125.00 for required collection of non-fraud

overpaynents, can a district ignore calculating overpaynments of |ess
than $125.00? Additionally, is the $125.00 threshol d per occurrence
or case total?

The district cannot ignore the cal cul ation of overpaynents that
appear to be less than $125.00 since the $125.00 threshol d applies
to the case total

When cal cul ating an overpaynment due to the receipt of earned incone
to a Section 8 certificate household, should the shelter allowance
be changed to Section 8 certificate - with earnings when cal cul ating
t he overpaynment even though the earnings have since ceased?

Yes, the budget for the overpaynent period nust reflect the
househol d circunstances at that tine with appropriate budgeting
net hodol ogy appl i ed.

If arecipient fails to report that they are no | onger enployed, is
it correct to calculate the underpaynent fromthe date the reported
decrease of incone was reported?

No. The under/overpaynment nust be calculated fromthe date the
enpl oyment ceased. See 95 | NF-19.

May a district recover an overpaynment froma forner Tenporary
Assi stance (TA) recipient now in recei pt of Supplenmental Security
I ncome (SSI)?

Yes, al though recovery nmethods are linmted (e. g. collection
agencies, liens, etc.).

Can an under paynent from a previous nonth be applied agai nst any
out st andi ng over payments or an overpaynent currently bei ng recouped?

Yes, please see 18 NYCRR 352.31(d)(4). However, a current nonth
under paynent cannot be used to offset an outstandi ng overpaynent.

Can the recoupnent of a new overpaynent be started consecutively at
the end of a current one w thout notice?

Yes, if the applicant/recipient (AR has been previously sent a
notice with Fair Hearing rights regardi ng the new overpaynent at the
tinme it was cal cul ated and pended, and the new overpaynent recovery
does not change the A/R s benefit.

When an applicant/recipient (AR fails to apply for Suppl enent al
Security Income (SSI) as a potentially available resource, is the
entire case denied or closed?



52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

No. Pursuing available resources is a condition of eligibility for
the entire case except when the resource is SSI. For Famly

Assi stance and federally funded Safety Net Assistance (SNA), 18
NYCRR 369. 2(h) states that failure to pursue SSI is an increnenta
sanction, therefore only the needs of the individual are del eted.

For non-federally funded single person SNA cases, failure to pursue
SSI eligibility results in the case closing. For non-federally
funded SNA cases with nore than one person, the district nust assune
the person required to apply for SSI is eligible for SSI, and apply
Ri ce budgeting. For information on Rice budgeting, see 94 ADM 10.

An applicant for Tenporary Assistance (TA) indicates that he/she
owns a tinmeshare(s). Does the applicant have to sell their
ti meshare(s)?

If the equity value of a tinmeshare(s) exceeds the resource linmt, a
ti meshare(s) must be treated as real property and nust be sold
within six nonths. |In either case, the applicant nmust sign a lien
agai nst future sale of the tinmeshare(s).

When a resource is liquidated are the proceeds a resource or is it
now a |lunp sunf?

It remains a resource.

Except for energency assistance, can an applicant or a recipient be
forced to Iiquidate resources if the value of the resource is |ess
than the established resource lints?

No.

Are resources counted at equity value, valued at gross or net worth
at the tinme of |iquidation?

The resource is valued at net worth (proceeds to the recipient after
liquidation or sal es expenses).

Is a life insurance benefit paid to a Tenporary Assistance (TA)
reci pient, who is the beneficiary, a resource or |unp sum paynent?

A one-tine paynment is considered a lunp sum |nstallnent paynents
are consi dered unearned incone. Lunp sum provisions do not apply to
applicants.

Can the parent of a dependent child, who is willing to have the
mnor child return hone, be considered an avail abl e resource?

Yes. Please see 97 ADM 23 for further information

If an applicant/recipient (AR) owns a building jointly wth another
person and the rent incone is |ess than expenses, can the district
require the AR to sell the building?

No, unless the other person is willing to sell. However, the
district my require the ARto sign a lien against the AR s share



59. Q
60. Q
61. Q
62. Q
63. Q

A

of the building and the district nust calculate rental incone for
the AR

Does the failure to pursue third party health insurance (TPHI)
result in an increnental or entire case sanction?

Currently, it is an increnental sanction for applicants/recipients
(A/R s) based on 18 NYCRR 352.30(d)(iii). W are reviewing this

policy.

If the Supplenental Security Inconme (SSI) retroactive check of an
SSI child is placed into the parent's bank account, is it considered
accessible to the parent and countable as incone or as a resource?

No. Please see Public Assistance Source Book (PASB) XXI-B-3 for
further information.

Can a vehicle be exempted fromthe Tenporary Assistance (TA)
resource limt if it is used for job search?

Yes. A TA household with an autonobile used for travel to and from
work, to seek or retain work or to participate in a work activity
may receive one exenption of the fair market value of the autonobile
equal to two tinmes the anount exenpted for food stanps. The
district nmay establish a higher amount and apply it across their
casel oad.

If a Tenporary Assistance (TA) househol d has been granted a work
rel ated autonobil e exenption, but the enployed individual becomnes
tenporarily incapacitated and cannot work, does the household | ose
t he exenption?

No. |If the incapacity is tenmporary and the household nmenber is
expected to return to work, or if the enploynment was term nated, is
expected to begin seeking work or participate in work activities,

t he exenption conti nues.

Is a trust fund that is released to a Tenporary Assi stance (TA)
reci pi ent considered a resource or a |lunp sunf

It is considered a resource.

| NCOVE/ BUDGET! NG

64. Q

Can an applicant residing in a substance abuse treatment facility be
consi dered tenporarily absent from his/her non-Tenporary Assistance
(NTA) fam |y household and receive Fanily Assistance (FA) benefits?

Yes. The additional congregate care Level Il anmount is added to the
fam ly's recogni zed conmunity standard of need by using Additiona
Al'l owance Code 40-"Tenporarily Absent Person-In Congregate Care" and
any incone is budgeted. Please reference 90 ADM 18 for further

i nformati on.
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67.

68.

69.

70.

Can an energency paynent be authorized to a case ineligible for
ongoi ng Tenporary Assistance (TA) due to the receipt of a lunp sum
paynment? |If so, can paynment be denied if the household fails to
verify what happened to the |lunp sunf®?

No, a household is ineligible for all Tenporary Assistance (TA)
benefits during the lunp sumineligibility period. However, the
district should review the household circunstances to determne if
the ineligibility period can be shortened. Lunp sum provisions do
not apply to utility related emergenci es under Social Services Law
(SSL) 131-s. However, districts must explore the availability of
resources thoroughly to neet the energency need.

An applicant receives a lunmp sumshortly before applying for TA
How does the lunp sumfactor into the eligibility determ nation?

A lunp sumreceived prior to application is not used to deternine a
period of ineligibility. The anmpunt that renmains available to the
applicant at the time of application would be considered a resource.
Lunp sum periods of ineligibility apply only to recipients of TA

How are reverse annuity nortgages treated under Tenporary Assistance
(TA)?

Soci al Services Law 131-x requires that a reverse nortgage | oan nade
in conpliance with section 280 or 280-a of the real property |aw, or
exenpted pursuant to subdivision four of section 280 or subdivision

four of section 280-a of the real property law is not considered as

i ncome or resources for Tenporary Assistance (TA). W rkers may w sh
to check with the financial institution for nore information on each
particul ar | oan

Are child support arrears counted as incone to a Tenporary
Assi stance (TA) case?

Child support arrears are not counted in deternmining the eligibility
of the TA household (97 ADM 7, page 3). For ongoi ng cases, only the
assigned current support obligation is entered on the ABEL budget
(Unearned I nconme Code "13" Upstate and "61" in New York City).
However, when excess current support or excess support arrears is
paid to the family, the incone is counted in the nonth follow ng the
nonth of receipt (97 ADM 7, page 10).

How do | ump sum paynents affect cases that include a non-legally
responsible relative?

Lump sunms are only considered in cases where | egal |ines of
responsibility exist. For exanple, a grandnother in receipt of
Tenmporary Assistance (TA), who receives a lunmp sum nmay be ineligible
for ongoi ng TA because of the lunp sum but will not cause her
grandchildren to be ineligible for TA

If the district discovers an unreported |lunp sumafter the
recipient's case is closed for another reason and the forner

reci pient re-applies for assistance and clains the lunp sumis gone,
what action should the district take?



71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

If the lunp sumwas received during a period when the case was open
the district should calculate the period of ineligibility fromthe
date of receipt and deny the applicant. The district nust always
review the case to see if the period should be shortened.

How is New York State deferred conmpensation incone treated?

The treatnent depends on the nethod of paynent of the benefit. If
the benefit is a one tinme non-recurring paynent received by a
recipient, it is treated as lump sum |If the benefit is paid on a
regul ar basis (nonthly, biannually, annually, etc.), it is treated
as unearned incone.

If a case nenber receives a one-tine Supplenental Security |ncone
(SSI) lunmp sumand recurring Social Security Adm nistration (SSA)
benefits begin in the sane nonth, how is this budgeted?

Bot h sources of incone are invisible in the nonth the SSI |unp sum
is received. The SSI remains invisible in the foll ow ng nonth, but
the SSA incone nust be budgeted. Any remaining SSI funds becone a
resource in the second nonth after their receipt. SSI invisibility
rul es never apply to non-federally funded Safety Net Assistance
cases.

Is the income of a dependent child, not currently in school, but
pl anning on returning to school in the Fall, budgeted?

I f the dependent child is a full-time student on a schedul ed break
from school, Sumer vacation for exanple, the earnings of that child
are exenpted fromthe point that the child becones enployed for six
months. The six nonths may not be consecutive. |[If the child is not
currently a full-time student on a schedul ed break, but returning to
school after a period of absence, the child had quit school, the
ear ni ngs exenption begins on the date the child resunes attending
school .

Are the six-nmonth incone exenption or gross incone exenption for
student incone a yearly or a lifetine [imt?

The six-nmonth exenptions nmust be applied every cal endar year.

A case includes a parent and four children, two of the children
recei ve Suppl enental Security Incone (SSI). |If the household
receives a lunp sumchild support paynment for the four children, how
does the district treat this lunmp sunf?

If the support order does not allocate the lunp sumto an individua
child, the district nust apply the entire anpbunt to the Tenporary
Assi stance (TA) househol d.

Can an Intentional Program Violation (IPV) be pursued against a
reci pient on a sanction for not reporting that a child is out of
househol d for nore than 45 days?

Yes, if intent can be proven.
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When should a district provide notice to a recipient that an
over paynent has occurred?

There is no rule that specifically directs a district to issue this
type of notice in a tinely nanner. However, it is strongly
suggested that the district provide the recipient adequate notice
that an overpaynment has occurred as soon as it is established. This
allows recipients tinme to challenge the reason for and the amount of
t he overpaynent while the information is still readily avail abl e.
Al'so, if notice is given at the tinme of the establishnent of the
over paynent, the local district is not required to provide
additional tinmely and adequate notice when the recoupnent is begun

How are back wages or severance pay, paid by installnments, treated?
Such incone is treated as earned inconme in the nonth received.

How i s an insurance settlement treated when it is not used to
repl ace/repair the insured property?

If the settlenent is the result of damage to personal property, the
district may not take a claimagainst the settlement if the anmount
of the settlenment is used to repair or replace the damaged property.
The amount of the settlenent beconmes a resource to the househol d,
and an excess resource determ nation nust be made, if the settlenent
is not used to repair/replace the danaged asset.

Does G S 94ES/ DC039, "Definition of Shared Living and Roomer for PA
Househol d" apply to room and board?

No. The shared living concept does not apply to persons in receipt
of Tenporary Assistance (TA).

How is a | unp sum paynent treated when it is used to pay nedica
bills from previous years?

Medi cal bills that are incurred prospectively during a nmonth of
ineligibility under the lunp sum may reduce the anount of the |unp
sum consi dered available to the the household. Paynents nmade on
bills incurred previously will not reduce the period of
ineligibility.

If the verification of a lunp sumreports a gross and net paynent
anmount, which is used in [unp sum budgeti ng met hodol ogy?

The gross payment anount is used to calculate the initial period of
ineligibility. However, the initial period of ineligibility may be
shortened in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Public
Assi st ance Source Book XVI-O 4.

DI STRICT OF FI SCAL RESPONSI BI LI TY (DFR)

83. Q

If a foster care child goes to a substance abuse treatnment facility
in another district, which district is responsible for paynent
(DFR) ?
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85.

The child remains the responsibility of the district fromwhich they
are in receipt of foster care, the placing district, until such tine
as the child is released fromfoster care back to the famly or into
an i ndependent |iving situation.

An applicant in County A clains donmestic violence (DV) and is pl aced
in a shelter in County B during the application period. However the
applicant is evicted fromthe DV shelter and placed into emergency
housi ng by County B. Which county is responsible for the energency
housi ng costs?

Once the applicant left the DV shelter, the transition rule would be
in effect, however, emergency needs nust be provided by the "where
found" district. See 94 ADM 11 for further information

A recipient in a county B supportive living apartnment, who is the
fiscal responsibility of County A is joined by a non-Tenporary
Assi stance (NTA) required filing unit househol d menber applying for
assi stance, which county has the fiscal responsibility of the
applicant?

The county where found unl ess the applicant fulfills one of the
district of fiscal responsibility (DFR) exceptions criteria. The
only exception is if the new menber is a child born to a nother who
is the fiscal responsibility of County A (SSL 62.5(b)).



