
1 

 
 

George E. Pataki 
Governor 

NEW YORK STATE 
OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE 

40 NORTH PEARL STREET 
ALBANY, NY 12243-0001 

 
 Brian J. Wing 
 Commissioner 

 
Informational Letter 

Section 1 
Transmittal: 02 INF 36 

To: Local District Commissioners 
Issuing 

Division/Office: 
Division of Transitional Supports and Policy 

Date: November 5, 2002 
Subject: Family Violence Option Questions and Answers 

Suggested 
Distribution: 

Domestic Violence Liaisons, Temporary Assistance Directors, Service Directors, 
Staff Development Coordinators, Food Stamp Directors, Medical Assistance 
Directors, Employment Coordinators, Child Support Enforcement Units and Child 
Welfare Staff 
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Section 2 
I. Purpose 
 

 The purpose of this INF is to provide clarification on policy related to the Family Violence 
Option (FVO).  This INF is a compilation of questions and answers raised at the various domestic 
violence (DV) liaison meetings held in 2001 – 2002.  These questions and answers were compiled 
from a variety of  sources and will help clarify current policy on the FVO. 



2 

 
II. Background 
 

 The FVO was implemented in April, 1998.  Since that time, there have been various issues 
raised by DV liaisons based on their real life experiences with DV victims.  DV liaison regional 
trainings have been held statewide for the purpose of providing DV liaisons the opportunity to 
network with staff from other districts, and to discuss practices, challenges and policies that are 
important to the implementation of the FVO.  We have found that districts need updated 
information, direction, ongoing training and clarification on policy surrounding FVO 
implementation and other areas of responsibility related to domestic violence. 
 
  

III. Program Implications  
 

None. 
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Title:   Deputy Commissioner 
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