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Section 2

Purpose

The purpose of this Informational Letter (INF) is to inform local social services districts that the
Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) is promulgating regulations at 14
NYCRR Part 856 to require tobacco-free environments at all prevention and treatment programs
which are funded or certified by OASAS.

Background

OASAS Commissioner Karen M. Carpenter-Palumbo announced (see Attachment 1) that New
York will be the first state to require that all chemical dependence prevention and treatment
programs become tobacco-free. This proposed regulation would require providers to be tobacco-
free by July 24, 2008, allowing a full year for planning and implementation.

OASAS has already led the chemical addiction field in New York by implementing tobacco-free
regulations at all of its 13 Addiction Treatment Centers (ATC). Many other OASAS providers
have also implemented similar policies. With the support of those providers who have already
gone tobacco-free, OASAS will work with providers to craft policies that will comply with the
new standards.

OASAS has established a website, www.o0asas.state.ny.us/tobacco/provider.cfm, which includes
a wealth of resources and links. An e-mail address, specifically for tobacco-free questions, has
been set up at tobaccofree@oasas.state.ny.us. An OASAS phone line (518-485-1768) will
handle telephone inquiries Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Program Implications

No specific local district action is required as a result of the OASAS tobacco-free policy.
However, local districts should be aware of this effort, since there is significant interaction
between local district staff and OASAS treatment providers.
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