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TO: Subscribers
SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION: Commissioners, Administrative Officers, HRA Center Directors

FROM: Phyllis Morris, Deputy Commissioner
Center for Employment and Economic Supports

SUBJECT: Required Posting of Notices
EFFECTIVE DATE: No later than May 7, 2013

CONTACT PERSON: Employment and Advancement Services Bureau at (518) 486-6106

The purpose of this GIS is to inform social services districts (districts) of the requirement
to display notices regarding a fairness hearing being held to permit members of two (2)
separately defined classes in the Richard C. v. Proud litigation to comment on the
settlement agreement regarding the case. The settlement must be approved by the
Court. Class members may object to the settlement on the basis that it is not fair,
reasonable or adequate and may object at the fairness hearing or in writing to the Court.

Required Action

In compliance with the Court Order regarding the fairness hearing for Richard C. v.
Proud, districts are directed to print and display the attached notices of the fairness
hearing no later than Tuesday, May 7, 2013, and to keep these notices posted until
June 14, 2013.

Districts are not expected to answer any questions about this matter. Individuals should
be directed to the plaintiff’s attorneys identified on the notices to answer any questions.

What Must be Posted?

Two (2) separate notices must be posted on 8 %2 X 14 paper, with each notice being
posted side-by-side in English and Spanish, resulting in a total of four (4) notices posted
in each required area. One notice is specific to a defined class of individuals for whom
the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) allegedly failed to timely issue
decisions after fair hearings in cases involving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits. The second notice is specific to a defined class of individuals
for whom OTDA allegedly failed to issue proper sanction notices following an alleged
noncompliance with SNAP work requirements. A copy of each of the four notices is
attached.
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Where Must Notices be Posted?

Both sets of notices must be posted where applications for SNAP benefits are accepted
and where fair hearings are conducted. Districts with more than one office conducting
such business must post notices in all such offices. Notices must be displayed within
these areas in a manner reasonably expected to be seen by individuals. Notices must
be printed on 8 ¥z x 14 paper with all language displayed. The notices should be placed
in close proximity to the Poster Pub. 4842, If you need an Interpreter.

Attachments




NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF CLASS ACTION
CONCERNING THE TIMELY ISSUANCE OF DECISIONS AFTER
FAIR HEARINGS REGARDING SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP) BENEFITS
(SNAP is the new name for the Food Stamp program)

Are you a New York State resident who, at any time since August 3, 2009, requested or intends to request a fair hearing
regarding your SNAP benefits? If so, you should read this notice, which provides information about the settlement of a
lawsuit involving the alleged failure of the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) to timely
issue decisions after fair hearings involving only SNAP benefits.

BACKGROUND

A lawsuit, Richard C. v. Proud, 12 Civ. 5942, was brought in August 2012. One of the two claims in the lawsuit alleged
that OTDA failed to timely issue decisions after a fair hearing in cases involving only SNAP benefits as required by federal
regulation. The parties have agreed to a settlement, which must be approved by the Court. This notice concerns the claim
regarding timely issuance of fair hearing decisions.

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT

You can see the entire proposed settlement at the websites for the Legal Aid Society, http://www.legal-
aid.org/en/home.aspx, the Empire Justice Center, www.empirejustice.org, and the National Center for Law and Economic
Justice, www.nclej.org. The basic terms of the settlement are:

1. Class Membership. On the claim regarding timely issuance of fair hearing decisions, the plaintiff class consists of:
All New York State residents who are recipients of, or applicants for, SNAP benefits and, since August 3, 2009,
have requested or will request a fair hearing regarding SNAP benefits, where no cash assistance issues are raised,
and where OTDA did not or does not issue a Decision After Fair Hearing within 60 days from the date the fair
hearing is requested.

2. Timely Decisions after Fair Hearings in SNAP Cases. OTDA will ensure that, within 60 days of its receipt of a
request for a fair hearing by class members, a fair hearing is conducted, a decision is reached, and the household
and local agency are notified of the decision.

3. Reporting. OTDA will provide monthly reports to plaintiffs” attorneys that show how long it takes to issue decisions
after a fair hearing.

4. Enforcement. The Court will retain jurisdiction to enforce this settlement for at least 24 months after approval of
the settlement.

RIGHT TO OBJECT

Any class member has the right to object to the proposed settlement as not fair, reasonable and adequate, by
appearing and stating his/her objections at the hearing, in person or by counsel. The Court has set a hearing for this
purpose on June 13, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. at the following address:

Honorable Jesse M. Furman, United States District Judge
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse
40 Foley Square, Room 1105
New York, NY 10007

Class members may also object to the settlement by sending a letter marked “Richard C. Class A settlement” and
postmarked by June 6, 2013 to the Court at the address listed above.

You may also call or email the following attorneys, who have represented the plaintiffs in this lawsuit, if you have any
questions:

Ken Stephens Saima Akhtar Jenny Pelaez

Legal Aid Society Empire Justice Center National Center for Law
Tel. (212) 577-3988 Tel. (518) 935-2695 and Economic Justice
kstephens@legal-aid.org sakhtar@empirejustice.org Tel. (212) 633-6967

pelaez@nclej.org



NOTIFICACION DE ACUERDO PROPUESTO EN LA DEMANDA COLECTIVA PERTINENTE A LA EMISION
OPORTUNA DE DECISIONES ADOPTADAS TRAS UNA AUDIENCIA IMPARCIAL RELATIVA AL SUBSIDIO DEL
PROGRAMA DE ASISTENCIA NUTRICIONAL SUPLEMENTARIA SNAP (SNAP- es el nuevo nombre del programa de
cupones para alimentos)

¢ Es usted un residente del Estado de Nueva York que desde agosto 3 de 2009 solicitd o piensa solicitar una audiencia
imparcial relativa al subsidio SNAP? Si lo es, le sugerimos leer este aviso el cual le informa sobre el acuerdo pertinente a la
demanda colectiva que alega que la oficina estatal New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA-
por sus siglas en inglés), no emitié a tiempo decisiones adoptadas en audiencias imparciales sobre subsidio SNAP
solamente.

INFORMACION GENERAL

Le demanda, Richard C. v. Proud, 12 Civ. 5942 se registro en agosto de 2012. Una de las dos reclamaciones
planteadas en la demanda alega que la OTDA fallé en emitir a tiempo las decisiones tomadas en audiencias imparciales
celebradas en casos pertinentes al subsidio SNAP solamente, quebrantado de tal manera lo estipulado en el reglamento
federal. Las partes han acordado llegar a un acuerdo el cual debe ser aprobado por el juez. Esta notificacion trata sobre el
reclamo de la emision oportuna de decisiones adoptadas en audiencias imparciales.

ACUERDO PROPUESTO

Puede leer el acuerdo propuesto en su totalidad en los siguientes sitios web: Legal Aid Society http://www.legal-
aid.org/en/nome.aspx, the Empire Justice Center, www.empirejustice.org, and the National Center for Law and Economic
Justice, www.nclej.org. Los términos base del acuerdo son los siguientes:

1. Clase de demandantes: en cuanto al reclamo sobre le emision oportuna de decisiones adoptadas en audiencias
imparciales, la clase de demandantes son los siguientes: todo residente del estado de Nueva York que sea
beneficiario o solicitante de subsidio SNAP y que desde el 3 de agosto de 2009 haya solicitado o tenga intenciones
de solicitar una audiencia imparcial pertinente al subsidio SNAP, excluyendo cuestiones que traten sobre
asistencia de dinero en efectivo, y que tenga que ver con el hecho de que la oficina OTDA no emitié 0 no emite la
decision de la audiencia imparcial dentro de los 60 dias contados a partir de la fecha de la peticion de la audiencia.

2. Decisiones oportunas adoptadas tras una audiencia imparcial en casos pertinentes al subsidio SNAP: la
oficina OTDA se asegurara que, dentro de los 60 dias contados a partir de la fecha que se recibe una peticion de
audiencia imparcial por un miembro de la clase de demandantes, la audiencia se celebre, se adopte una decision y
que tanto el grupo familiar como la agencia local sean notificados de la decision adoptada.

3. Informes: la oficina de OTDA suministrara informes mensuales a los abogados de los demandantes que muestren
el lapso de tiempo transcurrido entre la audiencia imparcial realizada y la decision adoptada.

4. Cumplimiento: una vez aprobado este acuerdo por el juez, el tribunal mantendra jurisdiccion de su cumplimiento
por un periodo minimo de 24 meses.

DERECHO A OPONERSE

Todo miembro de la clase de demandantes tiene derecho a oponerse al acuerdo propuesto sobre la base de que dicho
acuerdo no es justo, razonable y adecuado. Puede hacerlo por comparecencia personal o por representacion letrada en la
audiencia donde tendra la oportunidad de exponer el / los motivo(s) por los que se opone. El juez ha fijado la fecha de la
audiencia para dicho fin el 13 de junio de 2013, a las 3:00 p.m. en la siguiente direccion:

Honorable Jesse M. Furman, United States District Judge
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse
40 Foley Square, Room 1105
New York, NY 10007

Los miembros de la clase de demandantes también pueden oponerse al acuerdo enviando una carta al tribunal
caratulada «Richard C. Class A settlement» y matasellada para el 6 de junio de 2013 a la direccion anterior.

Ademas, si tiene preguntas puede llamar o enviar un correo electronico a los abogados representantes de los
demandantes:

Ken Stephens Saima Akhtar Jenny Pelaez

Legal Aid Society Empire Justice Center National Center for Law
Tel. (212) 577-3988 Tel. (518) 935-2695 and Economic Justice
kstephens@Ilegal-aid.org sakhtar@empirejustice.org Tel. (212) 633-6967

pelaez@nclej.org



NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF CLASS ACTION CONCERNING
NOTICE OF SANCTION FOR ALLEGED FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE
IN SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP)
WORK REQUIREMENTS
(SNAP is the new name for the Food Stamp program)

Are you a New York State resident who received or applied for SNAP benefits and received a notice stating that you will be
disqualified or sanctioned from receipt of SNAP benefits for a period of time because of a failure to comply with SNAP work rules? If
s0, you should read this notice, which provides information about the settlement of a lawsuit involving the alleged failure of the Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) to issue proper work related sanction notices.

BACKGROUND
A lawsuit, Richard C. v. Proud, 12 Civ. 5942, was brought in August 2012. One of the claims involved the work related sanction

notices issued by OTDA. The lawsuit claimed that these notices were improper because they failed to advise class members on how
to avoid the sanction. On December 14, 2012, OTDA stopped issuing these notices.

The parties have agreed to a settlement which must be approved by the Court. This notice concerns the claim about improper
sanction notices.

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT

You can see the entire proposed settlement at the websites for the Legal Aid Society, http://www.legal-aid.org/en/home.aspx, the
Empire Justice Center, www.empirejustice.org, and the National Center for Law and Economic Justice, www.nclej.org. The basic terms
of the settlement are:

1. Class Membership. On the claim regarding work related sanction notices, the plaintiff class consists of: All New York State
residents who are or were applicants for, or recipients of SNAP benefits who were issued or will be issued, since August 3,
2009, a Notice of Adverse Action based on an alleged failure to comply with SNAP work requirements, that (i) resulted in the
individual being disqualified from receipt of SNAP benefits for a period of 2, 4, or 6 months; and (i) did not inform the
individual of action they could have taken to avoid the imposition of the sanction before it began.

2. Notice of Work-Related Sanctions. OTDA will not issue work related sanction notices that fail to comply with the settlement
and USDA requirements.

3. Prior Sanctions. OTDA will take steps to revise the manner in which prior work sanctions are treated.

4. Restoration of SNAP Benefits. Within 150 days of the Court's approval of this settlement, OTDA will restore SNAP benefits
lost by households containing one or more class members because of sanctions imposed pursuant to the previously used
notice. OTDA will provide such households with information on the restored SNAP benefits, including how the amount was
calculated.

5. Monitoring. OTDA will provide plaintiffs’ attorneys with information as set forth in the settlement.

6. Enforcement. Upon approval, the Court will retain jurisdiction to enforce this settlement for at least 24 months.
RIGHT TO OBJECT

Any class member has the right to object to the proposed settlement as not fair, reasonable and adequate, by appearing and
stating his/her objections at the hearing, in person or by counsel. The Court has set a hearing for this purpose on June 13, 2013 at
3:00 p.m. at the following address:

Honorable Jesse M. Furman, United States District Judge
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse
40 Foley Square, Room 1105
New York, NY 10007

PLEASE NOTE: YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ATTEND THE HEARING! IF THE COURT APPROVES THE SETTLEMENT,
YOU WILL RECEIVE ANY RESTORED FOOD STAMPS THAT ARE DUE TO YOU AUTOMATICALLY

Class members may also object to the settlement by sending a letter marked “Richard C. Class B settlement” and postmarked by
June 6, 2013 to the Court at the address listed above.

You may also call the following attorneys, who have represented the plaintiffs in this lawsuit, if you have any questions:

Ken Stephens Saima Akhtar Jenny Pelaez

Legal Aid Society Empire Justice Center National Center for Law
Tel. (212) 577-3988 Tel. (518) 935-2695 and Economic Justice
kstephens@legal-aid.org sakhtar@empirejustice.org Tel. (212) 633-6967

pelaez@nclej.org



NOTIFICACION DE ACUERDO PROPUESTO EN LA DEMANDA COLECTIVA RELACIONADA CON AVISOS DE
SANCION POR SUPUESTA FALTA DE CUMPLIMIENTO CON REQUISITOS DE EMPLEO ASOCIADOS AL SUBSIDIO
DEL PROGRAMA DE ASISTENCIA NUTRICIONAL SUPLEMENTARIA SNAP (SNAP- es el nuevo nombre del
programa de cupones para alimentos)

¢Es usted un residente del estado de Nueva York que recibid o solicitd el subsidio SNAP y recibi6 una notificacion indicandole
que se le inhabilitaria o seria sancionado por el programa SNAP por un periodo de tiempo porque no cumplio con el requisito de
trabajo segln lo estipula el programa SNAP? Si lo es, le sugerimos leer este aviso el cual le informa sobre el acuerdo en una
demanda que alega que la oficina estatal Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA- por sus siglas en inglés) no emitid
notificaciones adecuadas relativas a sanciones sobre requisitos de empleo.

INFORMACION GENERAL

Le demanda, Richard C. v. Proud, 12 Civ. 5942 se registr6 en agosto de 2012. Una de las reclamaciones de la demanda trata
sobre notificaciones de sancion de empleo emitidas por la OTDA. La demanda alega que las notificaciones en cuestion son
incorrectas porque no advierten a los miembros de la clase de demandantes como evitar la imposicion de una sancién. El 14 de
diciembre de 2012, la oficina de OTDA cesé de enviar dichas notificaciones.

Las partes han acordado llegar a un acuerdo el cual debe ser aprobado por el juez. Este aviso trata sobre el reclamo pertinente a
las notificaciones inapropiadas de sancion.

ACUERDO PROPUESTO

Puede leer el acuerdo propuesto en su totalidad en los siguientes sitios web: Legal Aid Society http://www.legal-
aid.org/en/home.aspx, the Empire Justice Center, www.empirejustice.org, and the National Center for Law and Economic Justice,
www.nclej.org. Los términos base del acuerdo son los siguientes:

1. Clase de demandantes: en cuanto al reclamo sobre las notificaciones de sancion por empleo, los demandantes son los
siguientes: todo residente del estado de Nueva York que recibié o solicitd el subsidio SNAP y que recibio o recibira, posterior
al 3 de agosto de 2009, una Notificacién de Sancién sobre la base de que no cumplié con los requisitos de empleo
establecidos por el programa SNAP, y que por consiguiente (i) tuvo como resultado la inhabilitacion del individuo de recibir el
subsidio SNAP por un periodo de 2,4, 0 6 meses; Y (i) al individuo no se le informd qué accion tomar con motivo de evitar la
imposicion de la sancion antes de que ésta entrara en vigor.

2. Notificacién de sanciones relativas al empleo: la oficina de OTDA no emitird sanciones relativas a empleo que no cumplan
con el acuerdo y los requisitos de la agencia USDA.

3. Sanciones previas: la oficina de OTDA tomard las medidas necesarias con motivo de hacer una revision de la manera que
las notificaciones de sancion de empleo se emitian previamente.

4. Reintegro del subsidio SNAP: dentro de los 150 dias tras la aprobacion de este acuerdo por el juez, la oficina de OTDA
reintegrard el subsidio SNAP al grupo familiar que contenga uno o méas de los miembros de la clase de demandantes quienes
perdieron el subsidio a causa de las sanciones impuestas por la notificaciones previas. La oficina de OTDA suministrara a
dichos grupos familiares informacion sobre el reintegro del subsidio SNAP, inclusive sobre como se calcul6 dicho monto.

5. Seguimiento: la oficina de OTDA le suministrara a los abogados de los demandantes informacién tal como lo estipula el
acuerdo.

6. Cumplimiento: una vez aprobado este acuerdo por el juez, el tribunal retendrd jurisdiccion de su cumplimiento por un
periodo minimo de 24 meses.

DERECHO A OPONERSE

Todo miembro de la clase de demandantes tiene derecho a oponerse al acuerdo propuesto sobre la base de que dicho acuerdo
no es justo, razonable y adecuado. Puede hacerlo por comparecencia personal o por representacion letrada en la audiencia donde
tendra la oportunidad de exponer el / los motivo(s) por los que se opone. El juez ha fijado la fecha de la audiencia para dicho fin el 13
de junio de 2013 a las 3:00 p.m. en la siguiente direccion:

Honorable Jesse M. Furman, United States District Judge
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse
40 Foley Square, Room 1105
New York, NY 10007

TOME NOTA: NO TIENE QUE ESTAR PRESENTE EN LA AUDIENCIA. SI EL JUEZ APRUEBA EL ACUERDO, USTED
RECIBIRA AUTOMATICAMENTE EL REINTEGRO DE CUPONES PARA ALIMENTOS AL QUE TENGA DERECHO

Los miembros de la clase de demandantes también pueden oponerse al acuerdo enviando una carta al tribunal caratulada
«Richard C. Class B settlement» y matasellada para el 6 de junio de 2013 a la direccion anterior.

Ademas, si tiene preguntas puede llamar a los abogados representantes de los demandantes:

Ken Stephens Saima Akhtar Jenny Pelaez

Legal Aid Society Empire Justice Center National Center for Law
Tel. (212) 577-3988 Tel. (518) 935-2695 and Economic Justice
kstephens@legal-aid.org sakhtar@empirejustice.org Tel. (212) 633-6967

pelaez@nclej.org
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