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Section 1

Transmittal: 20 TA/DCO052
Upstate and New York City

Date: May 27, 2020

To: Subscribers

Suggested Distribution: Temporary Assistance Directors and Staff
SNAP Directors
Employment Coordinators
WMS Coordinators
Fair Hearing Staff
Medicaid Staff

From: Jeffrey Gaskell, Deputy Commissioner
Employment and Income Support Programs

Subject: 2020 Earned Income Disregard and Poverty Level Test for Temporary
Assistance (TA)

Effective Date: June 1, 2020

Contact Information: Temporary Assistance Bureau at (518) 474-9344 or
otda.sm.cees.tabureau@otda.ny.gov
SNAP Bureau: (518) 473-1469
Metropolitan Field Support Bureau: (212)961-8184 or (212) 961-8185
Medicaid Local District Liaison: Upstate (518) 474-8887;
NYC (212) 417-4500

Attachments: None

Section 2

The purpose of this General Information System (GIS) message is to advise social services districts
(districts) of achange in the Earned Income Disregard (EID) and Poverty Level Income Test for the
Temporary Assistance budgeting process.

Effective June 1, 2020, the EID is increasing from 53% to 54%. The new EID must be used for eligible
cases with an Automated Budgeting and Eligibility Logic (ABEL) budget “From Date” of June 1, 2020 or
later. The eligibility criteriafor a TA household to receive the EID remains unchanged.

In addition, effective June 1, 2020, the Poverty Level Income Test limits will change. Beginning on that
date, the gross earned and unearned income of applicants for and recipients of TA residing in situations
subject to the maximum shelter allowances set forth in 18 NYCRR § 352.3(a)-(d) and 352.8(b)(1) cannot
exceed the 2020 Federal Poverty Guidelines found in the chart below and as published in the Federal
Register, and available at: https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines.
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A mass re-budgeting/re-authorization (MRB/A) for the 54% EID and the new poverty levels forthe
Poverty Level Income Test, were completed for both Upstate and New York City (NYC), with final
phases of the MRB/A being run the weekend of May 9, 2020 for Upstate and May 16, 2020 for NYC.
Additional information regarding the MRB/A can be found in ABEL Transmittal 20-1 and GIS 20
TA/WMSO013.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Implications

TA/SNAP cases were mass re-budgeted and had their SNAP benefits adjusted automatically. SNAP
only cases with TAincome (mixed cases), must be re-budgeted with the increase in available TA
income due to the increase in the TA EID. This does not apply to NTA/SNAP cases.

SNAP households continue to receive a20% earned income disregard from their gross earned income.
Please note that the Federal Poverty Level Guidelines do not change for the SNAP Program on June 1,
2020. SNAP Poverty Level changes will be adjusted October 1, 2020, as usual.

Additional information regarding the EID and Poverty Level Test can be found in aforthcoming
Administrative Directive (ADM).
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