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Overview:

*Population demographics
*Background

*Avallable services

«Case examples
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Defining an Unaccompanied Child

Prior to 2014, children apprehended by immigration officials
were referred to as Unaccompanied Alien Children.

An unaccompanied alien child is a child who has no lawful

Immigration status in the United States; has not attained 18
years of age; and, with respect to whom, there is no parent
or legal guardian in the United States, or no parent or legal
guardian in the United States available to provide care and
physical custody.

ORR, 201/
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Brief History:

In 2014, the United States saw a large influx of
unaccompanied children making a dangerous journey
from many Central American countries into Mexico and
across the US/Mexican border. With an estimated 70,000-
80,000 children journeying into the US, the abillity for the
federal government to provide adequate shelter and basic
services to these children drew a great deal of media
attention and with it a demand for answers to what quickly
became a humanitarian crisis.

4 Source: Francis, Willis; Hope, Beth; Trudeau, Susan; and Lopez, Isaac. Unaccompanied Children’s Migration to th
United States. [PowerPoint Presentation] Chicago, IL. 2014.
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Country of Origin for UAMs by FY

Country of

o FY2015 FY2014 FY2013 FY2012

Origin

Honduras 17% 34% 30% 27%
Guatemala 45% 32% 37% 34%
El Salvador 29% 29% 26% 27%
Mexico 6% <2% 3% 8%
All other 3% <3% 5% 4%
countries

Source: Office of Refugee Resettlement. 2016. General Statistics: Data provided by fiscal year
(October 1 — September 30). http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data
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http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data

Age

0-12

13-14

15-16

17

Ages of UAMs by FY

FY2015 FY2014 FY2013 FY2012
17% 21% 14% 11%
14% 16% 13% 11%
38% 36% 40% 39%
30% 27% 34% 38%

Source: Office of Refugee Resettlement. 2016. General Statistics: Data provided by fiscal year
(October 1 — September 30). http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data
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Gender of UAMSs by FY

Year Males Females

FY2015 68% 32%
FY2014 66% 34%
FY2013 13% 27%

FY2012 1 1% 23%

Source: Office of Refugee Resettlement. 2016. General Statistics: Data provided by fiscal year
(October 1 — September 30). http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data
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http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data

Background:
Guatemala, Honduras, and
El Salvador
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Why Are The Children Coming?

5 Main reasons given:

* 1) Violence in Home Country
2) Violence/Abuse in the Home
e 3) Deprivation
4) Family or Opportunity in U.S.
5) Other

*Many children expresses multiple reasons for coming
**Mexican children also express exploitation by smuggling industry as reason

http://unhcrwashington.org/children
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Gang Violence Specifics

Many children express gang-related fears and/or violence as a
primary reason for migrating. This includes:

- Violent Forced Conscription

- Rape, Other Sexual Violence, or Threats of Shame
- Extortion

- School-Related Danger

- Community Gang Violence

- Specific Fearful Incident

http://unhcrwashington.org/children

: K
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http://unhcrwashington.org/children
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From Detention Centers to ORR Shelters

Minors are apprehended crossing the U.S.-Mexico border by
Customs and Border Patrol (CBP).
4
Placed in a Department of Homeland Security
detention center.
‘,
Screened to determine If s/he is 18 years old and
unaccompanied by parent or legal guardian. If determined to
be UAC...

Minor is placed in a shelter within 72 hours.

- K
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Establishing Standards of Care

Flores Settlement Aqgreement

13

Proper physical care and maintenance

Appropriate routine medical and dental care

Individualized Needs Assessments

Educational Services appropriate to a minor’s level of development

Recreational and leisure activities. A minimum of 1 hour per day of
outdoor recreational exercise/activity and 1 hour of structured leisure
time (may not include time spent watching TV)

A minimum of 1 counseling session per week by a trained Mental
Health Professional

A minimum of 2 weekly group counseling sessions
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Establishing Standards of Care continued

e Acculturation and Adaptation Services

A comprehensive orientation to the program
 Access to religious services whenever possible
e Visitation and contact with family members

A reasonable right to privacy

 Family reunification services designed to identify sponsors in
the US or in home country

 Legal Services Information: Referrals are provided but most
legal services are provided by service providers contracted
through the ORR to provide legal orientations for
unaccompanied children.

: K
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IRC’s Role In Reunification

A potential sponsor is identified and completes the Family
Reunification Packet, has his/her fingerprints taken and

submits to background checks.
4

Approved home study or post-release cases are referred to
a national family reunification agency (ex. Heartland)

l,
Heartland Alliance refers New York City cases to IRC.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops refers New
York cases to CCCS

- K
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Categories of Potential Sponsors

Category 1: Parent or legal guardian
(This includes qualifying step-parents that have legal or
joint custody of the child or teen)
Category 2. An immediate relative—
a brother, sister, aunt, uncle, grandparent or first cousin.
(This includes biological relatives, relatives
through legal marriage, and half-siblings)
Category 3: Other sponsor,
such as distant relatives and unrelated adult individuals
Category 4. No sponsors identified

16 K
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UAM Services: Home Studies

Minors are referred for a home study If:
 Victim of severe form of trafficking

» Special needs with disability
 Victim of physical or sexual abuse

* Proposed sponsor presents risks

e Proposed sponsor is sponsoring more than one minor or
has sponsored a minor in the past

* Proposed sponsor is a non-relative and the minor is 12
years old or under

: K
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UAM Services: Home Studies

The caseworker evaluates:

 UAC’s history and relationship to sponsor
* Physical environment

o Parenting skills of the proposed sponsor
 Household members

« Home and community

« Financial situation

« Any additional concerns

- K
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UAM Services

Placement Issues
Safety Concerns
Guardianship

Medical

Mental Health
Substance Abuse
Education
Legal/Immigration Proceedings
Parenting/Supervision
Independent Living
Juvenile/Criminal Justice

: Post Release

*Mandatory if Home Study is conducted.

From Harm to Home | Rescue.org
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Challenges:

e Locating legal assistance

e Benefits

 Minors moving within the United States

e Minors/Sponsors missing

 Mental health services (bilingual, availibilities, stigma)

e School enrollment
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Catholic Charities

Community Services

Case Example #1

Providing Help. Creating Hope.

Challenging Case:

A 15 year female from El Salvador who was reunited with her
mother after 10 years. The youth experienced gang threats in
school and was physically abused by her caretaker. The case
manager completed a home study and is providing post
release services. Within the first 2 weeks of the youth’s
release, she met and spent the night with a 18 year old male.
The mother reported the situation to the police and there is a
pending criminal case. The youth was attending counseling
but has stopped. The youth and her mother continue to have
problems with reunification.

: K
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Case Example #2

Success Story:

Catholic Charities
Community Services

Prwfdiﬂg Help. Creating Hope.

Two brothers from El Salvador, reunited with their mother
after being separated for 10 years. The children
journeyed alone without a guide to the US. The case
manager conducted a home study and provided post
release services for about a year. The case manager
assisted with school enroliment, medical insurance and

legal services. The children have been granted SIJ.
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CAM background / difference

== Central American

e  Minors AOR

A .. |s the White House directed
iIn — country program to
provide a safe, legal and

oy | &S orderly alternative to an
wiiadiie AR otherwise dangerous

~« LB §M journey

: K
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CAM AOR

Affidavit of Relationship CHILDREN
Prepared by an ORR Must be under 21,

authorized agency unmarried.

Sponsor must be a Add-on Parent, anchor’s
lawfully present parent  spouse, must be part of
In the U.S. the same household.

: K
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CAM BACKGROUND

Applicants are If applicant is found
iInterviewed In their ineligible for refugee
home country, if case is  status, will be

approved, applicant considered for parole on

may enter the U.S. asa a case-by-case basis.
refugee.

25 K
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Services In NYC:

Home Studies & Post-Release: IRC, CC

Catholic Charities Community Services Safe
Passages Program

CAM: IRC, CC

: K
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Heartland Alliance & the National Family
Reunlflcatlon Network

globe to be safe, st
empowered with th

“As compassionate human
rights professionals, we
envision a network that

Inspires hope and dignity for
children and families from
around the globe to be safe,
stable, supported and
empowered with the tools and
resources to thrive.”

: K
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Services In Long Island

: K
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Questions?
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