
NYS OTDA PUBLIC NOTICE 2002-2003 HEAP
PROPOSED STATE PLAN AMENDMENT -
ARCHIVED
This is to announce that New York State (NYS) is seeking written public comment on an amendment to the
2002-2003 NYS HEAP State Plan with regard to the amount of available HEAP funds that shall be used for
heating assistance and for energy crisis intervention. Grantees are required to estimate what percentage of
available HEAP funds will be used for the heating assistance component and the crisis (emergency) assistance
component.

In Attachment I, page 2, of the above referenced document, NYS indicated the intended percentage
distribution of the grant award based upon a national funding appropriation of $1.4B. This percentage
estimate was also dependent upon several factors, including but not limited to, final HEAP allocation for FFY
'03, number of households applying for each component, weather conditions and final carry forward
identified for 2001-2002 program and utilized during the 2002-2003 program year. In the 2002-2003 plan as
submitted, it was estimated that NYS would allocate 55.12% of the NYS share of the grant award to the
heating assistance component and allocate 19.8% of the grant award to the crisis component.

Due to weather conditions thus far this heating season, increasing prices for home energy products and
increased demand for regular heating assistance, NYS is amending the 2002-2003 HEAP State Plan. NYS will
revise the allocation percentages by increasing the funding percentage of the heating assistance component to
62.7% and reducing the funding percentage of the crisis component to 13.3% and will redistribute any
remaining funds according to the revised percentages. If NYS receives significant additional HEAP funding
from the federal government during this heating season, NYS will consider amending the 2002-2003 HEAP
State Plan by revisiting the distribution percentages for regular assistance and crisis assistance.

Interested parties may download a copy of the amended attachment I, page 2, or e-mail a request for a copy
to NYSHEAP@dfa.state.ny.us or call 1-800-343-8859, extension 3-0332 before close of business Friday,
January 17, 2003.
Written comments on the plan amendment will be accepted until close of business Tuesday, January 21,
2003. Written comments on the plan amendment may be submitted to Mr. Bruce Bowdy, NYS HEAP
Coordinator:

By mail to: NYS OTDA 40 North Pearl St. Albany NY 12243 ATTN. Mr. Bruce Bowdy By fax to Mr. Bowdy
at 518-474-9347
By e-mail to NYSHEAP@dfa.state.ny.us

ATTACHMENT I

The NYS HEAP program is structured to accommodate two basic household types:

Heaters: Those households responsible for payment of their primary heating costs. For example, a
household whose main heating source is an oil fired boiler/furnace would have fuel oil as a primary
heating fuel. If a HEAP applicant in such a circumstance is responsible for paying for the household's
fuel oil supply, the applicant would be considered a "heater" household.
Non-heaters: Those non-subsidized households which are not directly responsible for their primary
heating costs but which pay for heat through an undesignated portion of their monthly rent or mortgage
payment.
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Benefits will be targeted, through outreach activities, to households with a vulnerable member. Vulnerable
would be defined as households containing elderly person(s) (age 60 or older), disabled individual(s), and a
child or children under 8 years of age.

In order to target assistance to those households with the highest home energy burden, NYS has opted to
develop a benefit structure that directs the higher benefits to "heater" households. While certain non-heater
households will continue to be excluded from program participation because of their low or negligible home
energy burden, the traditional NYS "non-heater" eligible household will continue to participate.

2065(c)(1)(c)

In addition to the standard funding percentage estimates (see page 7), the following percentage estimates for
Heating and Crisis assistance have been tentatively established.

The final funding allocated for Heating/Crisis will ultimately be dependent on several factors currently
beyond NYS's control including, but not limited to:

The final New York State LIHEAP allocation for FFY 2003;
The number of households submitting applications in each program component;
Weather conditions during the upcoming winter season; and
The final carry forward identified for FFY 2002 and utilized during the FFY 2003 program year.

NATIONAL APPROPRIATION $1.4B
HEATING ASSISTANCE 62.70%
CRISIS ASSISTANCE 13.30%
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